THE LOWER SUNBURY LENDY MEMORIAL

Alan Doyle

| have been asked by Deborah Ashman and Jackie Taylor, respectively Joint Group Head of
Community Wellbeing, and Group Head Neighbourhood Services, at Spelthorne Council, to
report on the historical background to the Lendy Memorial in the Walled Garden in Lower
Sunbury.

The Memorial is to two brothers, Charles Frederick Lendy RA and Edward August William
Lendy DSO, who died within three weeks of each other in different parts of Africa. Allegations
have been made against the characters of these two men. Specifically, they are both accused
of “being responsible for murdering African tribes with machine gun fire.”

| will deal with each brother in turn, setting out the historical facts as far as they can be
established, using primary contemporaneous sources where it is possible, and separating out
as far as | can the accusations and counter-accusations between political parties and factions
at Westminster and in the press at the time, many of which were notable for being based on
hearsay and exaggeration.

| will then discuss other memorials to these two men in other parts of the world, and attitudes
to those memorials there. Judgement can then be made by the people of Lower Sunbury and
the Council as to whether the allegations made against these two men are justified.

The Lendy Memorial in the Sunbury Walled Garden

Summary

At the outset, | must deal with one issue. The evidence which has been used by the Topple
the Racists website to justify their call for the Lendy Memorial to be taken down is a brief
article on a website called The Rhodesian Soldier (http://www.rhodesiansoldier.com), which
credits my name as a source of research. That brief website article is a very partial summary,
written by the owner of that website, of a much longer paper that | wrote more than ten years
ago. | did not write that website article myself.



http://www.rhodesiansoldier.com/

| have been researching the Lendy family periodically for almost 30 years. The more | have
dug back into the records, the more convinced | have become that Charles Frederick Lendy
has been unfairly treated by history. Much contemporaneous evidence has come to my
attention since | wrote that original piece more than ten years ago, and as the evidence has
changed, a different light has been thrown, and my view has changed.

| have tried to contact the people behind the Topple the Racists website, to explain this and
other matters, but have received no reply. | have been unable to establish the names of the
individuals who run that website.

There is no evidence whatsoever that Edward Lendy was guilty of “murdering African tribes
with machine gun fire”.

There are very good reasons, backed by evidence, to conclude that the same allegations made
against Charles Lendy are unjustified.

The Lendy Family

Charles and Edward Lendy were the two sons of Major Auguste Frederic Lendy and his wife
Sophia, who married in Brighton in 1848. Charles and Edward were born in Lower Sunbury in
January 1863 and February 1868 respectively. They had two older sisters — Violet and Alice —
and a younger sister, Julia. The Lendys lived successively in two houses along the river road in
Lower Sunbury.

Major Lendy ran a military college in Lower Sunbury, preparing students for the exams for
entry into the army colleges at Sandhurst and Woolwich. Under their father’s tuition, both
brothers passed these exams. Charles went to Woolwich, where he trained as an artillery
officer and was commissioned into the Royal Artillery. Edward went to Sandhurst and was
commissioned as an infantry officer into the Derbyshire Regiment (the Sherwood Foresters).

Edward August William Lendy DSO

War Office, February 25, 1850,
THE (ueen has been graciously pleased to
give orders for the appoiniment of the nnder-

meotioned (Ificera to be Companions of the Dis- |

tinguished Bervjos Order, viz :—
-For the Action at Toski—

Captain Heotor Archibald MacDonald, the Gor-
don Highlanders (employed with the Egyptian
Army), and :

For the operations ng,ninst.ﬂm Blave Traders
at Foulsh Town, add its vidibity, on tha
West Consd of Afriog tem

Licatensnt Edward Augostus William Lendy,

the West India Regiment.

London Gazette, 25 February 1890, p5

Despite the Sherwood Foresters being his
parent regiment, Edward Lendy was
immediately seconded to the regular West
India Regiment, whose ranks were composed
of black Caribbean volunteers. The West India
Regiment were often deployed to West Africa,
and they were in Sierra Leone when Lendy
joined them.

In August 1890 he was invested with the
Distinguished Service Order — a decoration for
gallantry second only to the VC - by Queen

Victoria herself at Osborne House on the Isle of Wight - “for services at Foulah Town and its



vicinity on the West Coast of Africa, in breaking up a combination of slave dealers and rescuing

upwards of 250 slaves.”?!

REWARDS FOR BRAVERY.
~-

Last evening a meeting of the Royal Humane
Society was held at the offives, Trafalgar-square,
Charing-cross, to consider, with a view to suitable
reward, the cases of a number of persons who have
distinguished themselves, by signal acts of gallantry,
in ssving life in the United Kingdom and her
Majesty’s Indian and ecolonial possessions. Captain
Hawes presided, and among those present were
Admiral §ir E. Ommanney, C,B., Colonel Horace
Montagu, Captain S. Eardley-Wilmot, R.N., Captain
Lambton Young, Captain W, Neal, and the secretary,
Captain Home. ost of the cases were notified
through the War Office, the Admiralty, and the India
ond Colonial Offices, After due investigation the

society’s medals and other rewards were conferred ss
follows :—

-

The medal to Captain E. A. Leudy, Inmspector-
| Gemneral of Police 2& Sierra Leone, who was one of
the officers killed in the recent unfortunate collision
between British and French forces in West Africa,
SergeantMarcus Smith, Corporal Amsdos Sambach, and
Corporal E. Parkins, for saving Constable M. Ban-
gurah, at Seli, Rokelle river, Sierra Leone. The
report, forwarded through the Colonial Office, showed
that a police force, under the command of the
Inspector-General, was sent on November 4 last to
open a road to Koinudugu, which had been shut n
owing to the Sofa hestilities. After getbing throug
some dense jungle, on the third day the force arrived
on the hanks of the river, which was 80 i1.':11':15 wide,
very much swollen owing to hea rains, with a
strong current, and well known to ‘l?e infested with
alligators. There being mo boats and only a creeper
rope kied from bavk to bank, the natives refused to
cross owing to the presence of alligators. .As provi-
sions were exhausted, it was found necessary for some
of the party to risk the danger aud swim across.
Corporals Sambach and Parkins stripped and got aeross
safely. Sergeant Smith followed w:IEx Bangurah. The
latter became cxhausted and sank twice before the
other men _could assist him. As they were 2ll more
or less in distress, Captain Lendy dived in and swam
to the rescue of Bangurah, whom, with the utmost
difficulty, he got safely to shore. The case was
strongly recommended by the Governor of Sierra
Leone. DMedals were nlso awarded to George

The Times, 16 Jan 1894

By September 1893 Edward Lendy was with
the Sierra Leone Border Police, involved in
an ongoing war with the Sofas?, slave-
soldiers of the Wassoulou or Mandinka
empire of Samori Ture which was based in
Mali and Guinea, and tasked with patrolling
Sierra  Leone’s borders with the
neighbouring French and German colonies
of Cote d’lvoire and Guinea.

On 4 November 1893, Edward Lendy and
forty Police were at the Sell River on their
way to open a road which had been closed
by the war with the Sofas. There was no
bridge — only a rope made from creepers
tied from bank to bank. The river had to be
traversed, the force’s rations were on the
opposite bank — and the men began to
cross. Four men ended up in distress, in
imminent risk of drowning. Lendy dived
into the water to save them. He and three
of his soldiers were awarded Bronze
medals by the Royal Humane Society for
their courage. (see left, from The Times, 16
Jan 1894, and Appendix A.)

Less than two months Ilater, on 23
December, Lendy was at Waiima near the
eastern border of Sierra Leone (alternative

! London Gazette, 25 February 1890, Issue 26026, p 1044 (above) and the Morning Post, August 21

1890 p5.

2 TURE, SAMORI (C. 1830-1900). Samori Ture was a state builder in late 19th century Guinea and the
most effective opponent of colonial conquest in West Africa. Born in a trader family, he early took
military service in order to free his mother, who had been taken as a slave. He proved himself a brilliant
military leader and in the 1870s began building his own state, tying together many small Mandinka
polities. He first clashed with the French in 1883 and realised from the first the importance of French
weapons. He was able to use trade routes and commercial contacts to acquire modern rifles from
Sierra Leone traders and horses from areas further north. He was operating in an area where there
were few commodities he could exchange for his military purchases. Though he had a vision of an
economically dynamic state, slaving provided him the guns he needed, many of his soldiers, and the
farmers who produced the food his army and court needed. As a result, he was forced to increase his
slaving activities. This in turn limited the areas that were loyal to him. He was nevertheless able to



spellings Waima and Warina). Early that morning, in thick mist, they were attacked by a
French force of more than 1200 men under a Lieutenant Maritz. The French had mistaken the
British for Sofas, and by the time the shooting stopped, the British had lost seventeen officers
and men killed and fifteen wounded. Lendy and two of his Police were among those killed.
Maritz died later of his wounds.

Edward Lendy was elected as a member of the Royal Geographical Society in February 1893.
The RGS records, however, show that he “never qualified” as a member, the phrase referring
to his not having paid his annual subscription, almost certainly because he had been killed
before he could pay it

There is no evidence whatsoever that Edward August William Lendy was ever involved in
“murdering African tribes with machine gun fire”.

Charles Frederick Lendy RA

Charles Lendy spent seven years with the Royal Artillery in various postings in Gibraltar,
Bermuda and Shoeburyness, before he was seconded to the British South Africa Company
(BSAC) in 1890.

The BSAC, established by Cecil Rhodes, had been granted a Royal Charter in 1889 to colonise
and exploit the land and resources of south-central Africa. Further to that aim the BSAC had
secured, in controversial circumstances, the Rudd Concession from Lobengula, the second
King of the Matabele, which granted the Company mining and other rights in Mashonaland.
In return, Lobengula was paid a lump sum of money, monthly payments of smaller sums, and,
crucially for this story, 1000 Martini-Henry rifles, of the same model issued to the British Army
at the time, and 100 000 rounds of ammunition. It was the offer of these rifles which clinched
the Rudd Concession deal, as Lobengula and his impis had only between 600 and 800 rifles
amongst them, without sufficient ammunition.3

fend off the French for 15 years but was finally defeated and captured in 1898. From Klein, Martin A.
and Woronoff, Jon (2002). Historical Dictionary of Slavery and Abolition. Scarecrow Press. ISBN 9780
810841024

3 “part of the purchase price given by the BSA Company to Lobengula for the [Rudd] mineral
concession was one thousand Martini rifles and one hundred thousand rounds of ammunition. As
Lobengula repudiated the concession almost immediately after signing it, he refused to take delivery
of these guns and ammunition and on my arrival in the country they were lying at Dawson’s store.
Just before the outbreak of the war in 1893 | happened to be alone at the store for a few days. One
morning | was awakened very early by the head Induna of Bulawayo, Magwekwe, [Magwekwe Fuyana]
who said he was sent by the King to fetch the guns. He had a small army with him. | set to work and
opened up the cases and found that there was a bayonet for each gun. | had to show them how to fix
these...one warrior got a pretty severe stab from one of his pals who was a bit clumsy.

Not long after the guns had been taken | got a message from the King to say that the number [of rifles]
was not correct. This was a rather serious matter for me, so | rode over to Umvutjwa [Umvutcha]
where the King then was. | told the King that | had counted the guns myself and that the number was
correct. He replied that they were not all there; they have been counted and some are short. | then
asked where they were, and he replied in the cattle kraal. | went there and found the rifles strewed



Mashonaland lay to the north and east of the Matabele kingdom, and Lobengula and the
Matabele claimed it as a vassal territory. The Matabele kingdom — like the Zulu kingdom of
which had once been a part - was a highly militarised society. All young Matabele men served
as soldiers of the King in age-based regiments, “dependent on him for food, weapons and
even for permission to marry.”4 The Matabele impi, or regiments, ranged into the territories
surrounding them, looting and pillaging on a regular basis.
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about all over the place. | got hold of some of the Indunas and had the rifles placed in piles of ten and
again reported to the King that they were correct. He then sent Mtjan [Mjaan] Induna of his Imbezu
regiment to count them and | was very much relieved when | heard him report to the King that the
number was correct.” From the hand-written reminiscences of Percy Durban Crewe, Bulawayo Public
Library.

4 Bulawayo: Historic Battleground of Rhodesia Oliver Ransford, 1968 p14 .



Below | discuss the incidents which formed the basis of the allegations against Charles Lendy
in Parliament and the press.

Ngomo’s Kraal

In March 1892, Lendy was in command at an action at Ngomo’s kraal (village), in Chief
Mangwende’s district to the east of Salisbury (now Harare). Lendy went with his patrol to
where Ngomo (also known as Gonwe), a minor Chief, had established himself, and in the
ensuing shoot-out 21 tribesmen were killed, including Ngomo.

The incident sparked a furore in London. Lendy was accused of murder. The incident was
again raised at the end of 1893 when the Matabele War began.

Mr H.W, Lee, in an editorial® in the periodical “Justice” (which described itself as “The Organ
of the Social Democracy Federation”, a precursor to the Labour Party) said:

“This Captain Lendy is the same officer who attacked Ngomo’s kraal, and killed the
Chief and twenty-five of his followers because a few of the tribe had lifted two or three
head of cattle.”

Henry Labouchere, MP for Northampton, in an adjournment debate in the House of Commons
a few days later, said:

“Everybody would remember the action of Captain Lendy, one of the officers of the
Company, who for some small theft committed in some particular district, went there,
fired into a kraal, and killed 20 men.”®

He had made similar statements previously in his own periodical “Truth”, and in Parliament,
as part of his more general campaign against the BSAC.

There was much more to it than the theft of “two or three head of cattle” or “some small
theft”. James Bennett, a farmer and trader, had suffered a number of intrusions into his store
located near Ngomo’s kraal. When he finally remonstrated with Ngomo’s son, who was
leading the intrusions, Ngomo’s son called upon his people to “kill the white man”. Bennett
“laid about himself with some vigour”” and managed to escape. That is attempted murder. In
addition, there was an unsolved case of the murder of a wagon driver in Ngomo’s area, and
many other cases of theft and violence.

Lendy had previously tried to enlist the help of Mangwende, the paramount Chief of the
district, with no success, although Mangwende did provide two guides to lead Lendy’s patrol
to Ngomo’s kraal. It was built on a massive kopje, and feeling locally (including by
Mangwende) was that Ngomo was prepared to violently resist. Ngomo had successfully
resisted Chief Mangwende’s own attempts to curb his criminalities.

® Justice, 4 November 1893, p4.
% Hansard, 9 November 1893.
7 Own Goals, Roger Marston p 18.



Lendy’s patrol was met with a fusillade of bullets, pot legs and stones fired from home-made
firearms. Lendy’s patrol replied with rifles and a small muzzle-loading field gun. Machine guns
were not used at Ngomo’s kraal.

If the incident cause furore in London, it was welcomed by Mangwende. "Mangwendi
expressed himself delighted with what had been done”8, as Ngomo had been causing trouble
for some time, not least as a pretender to his Chieftaincy.

The BSAC strongly refuted the claims made in London and the affair petered out, until it was
resurrected at the end of 1893. Few of the commentators — certainly not the opponents of
the BSAC in London - report a subsequent episode later in 1892 where Lendy allowed a thief
his patrol was trying to apprehend to escape “owing to their desire not to shoot Mashonas
amongst whom he ran.”®

The Victoria Incident

By July 1983, Charles Lendy was resident magistrate at Fort Victoria in Mashonaland, 172
miles south of Salisbury and the same distance east of Bulawayo. The post was then an
administrative rather than just a judicial position. The magistrates were responsible for
keeping the peace as well as presiding over local judicial matters. There were growing
tensions between the BSAC and Lobengula as to who exercised what powers in Mashonaland.

The men of a local Shona Chief living near Fort Victoria had stolen cattle from other Shona,
who were tributaries of Lobengula and holding cattle on Lobengula’s behalf. On 11 June 1893,
Lobengula sent a “small impi” — some 70 men — from Bulawayo to recover these cattle. This
impi was reported to be raiding about ten miles from the town. Lendy rode out to meet them,
allowed the cattle to be taken back to Bulawayo, and sent a letter with the impi for Lobengula,
warning in polite language about sending his impis into Mashonaland.

Some weeks later a local newspaper reported that Lobengula was intent on sending a much
larger impi to punish the Shona cattle thieves. The cattle rustlers, however, continued to
rustle cattle. On 9 July, two men from Fort Victoria were out riding when they came across, a
few miles from the town, a number of panicked Shona heading for the town. The two riders
saw 3500 Matabele warriors advancing behind this crowd of frightened Shona. The Matabele
eventually entered the town, and 20 Shona were murdered in the streets.'? Extreme violence
was perpetrated in the outlying areas over weeks.

Manyao, the Induna in charge of the impi (Indunas were military commanders and the most
senior advisors to King Lobengula) approached the Fort bearing a letter to Lendy from
Lobengula. He and his twelve bodyguards saw Shona sheltering inside the Fort and demanded
they be handed over. Lendy refused. The impi retired from the town but remained in the

8 "Chimurenga 1896 - 1897: A Revisionist Study”, Mark Horn. Master's Thesis, Rhodes University,
January 1986.

® Own Goals, Roger Marston, p 28.

10 A full description of the behaviour of the Matabele in the weeks leading up to the confrontation
with Lendy’s men can be read in Appendix B at p4 and following.



district pillaging and murdering at will. On 18 July a meeting took place between Manyao and
his subordinates, and Leander Starr Jameson of the BSAC and others, which was marked by
intransigence on both sides, and ended in stalemate. Jameson gave Manyao an ultimatum: to
have his impi begin to move back to Bulawayo within one hour. That afternoon Lendy
assembled a party of 40 men who rode out with the purpose of encouraging the impi to return
to Matabeleland.

They came across some 300 Matabele who were part of the much larger Matabele force. The
Matabele were moving north — not west towards Bulawayo. Immediately Lendy’s force were
seen, the Matabele opened fire. Or Lendy’s men opened fire on the Matabele. This was a
point of contention in Newton’s Inquiry and Report (see Appendix B). Lendy’s men were under
orders not to fire unless fired upon, so Jameson told the Inquiry. Lendy apparently reported
to Jameson after the incident that his patrol had been fired on first. Jameson forwarded
Lendy’s account to the BSAC, and then gave a different account in other correspondence
saying that Lendy’s men had fired the first shot.

No Maxims were present at this incident.
Newton’s Report

Newton’s Report is included in Appendix B. It rewards reading in full. (Some of the language,
used by a small minority of witnesses in the Report, is of the time - including the language
used by the Mashona Chief and one of the Matabele Indunas in their sworn evidence, which
was highly offensive, in their own languages, even then. However, it should be born in mind
that there had just been a war when Newton conducted his Inquiry. Emotions were running
high on all sides.)

There had been controversy in the national and regional press after news of the incident at
Victoria reached Britain. Several transcriptions of letters and editorials from newspapers were
sent to Sir Henry Loch, Governor of Cape Colony and High Commissioner for Southern Africa,
by Lord Ripon, then Liberal Secretary of State for the Colonies.!! These articles and letters
made all sorts of allegations against the BSAC and Captain Lendy, and Lord Ripon ordered
Loch to investigate the incident. Mr Francis James Newton, Colonial Secretary of
Bechuanaland (at the time a British Protectorate), was chosen to undertake the investigation.

The following are important points regarding Newton’s Report:

1. The events in and near Fort Victoria took place between 9 July and 18 July 1893.
Newton took evidence in Bulawayo on the 21, 22, 23 and 25 May, and in Fort Victoria on the
11, 12 and 13 June, in the following year, 1894. Newton’s Report was published in August
1894. Newton took evidence from 25 witnesses appearing in person, and two witnesses who
sent affidavits. The witnesses in person included Dr Jameson, two senior Matabele Indunas,
and one Shona Chief.

11 See p49 of Appendix B, The Newton Report.



The one person from whom evidence was not taken was Charles Lendy. He had died on 13
January 1894 — more than four months before the enquiry began. This was an important issue
for Sir Henry Loch. On December 15 1893, he wrote to Lord Ripon.

“The charges made in this letter will be investigated as soon as the present hostilities
are over, and it has occurred to me that either Mr. Newton, the Colonial Secretary of
Bechuanaland, or Major Sawyer, my military secretary, might be entrusted with the
inquiry. In the meanwhile, and until the investigation takes place, | think it only right
that charges against officers and men who are not in a position to defend themselves
should be received with some reserve.”*2

Loch wrote before Lendy had died, but the same principle applies to Lendy.

Two months later, after Lendy’s death, Lord Ripon replied to Loch:

“If the sole object of the proposed inquiry had been merely to inquire into the personal
conduct of Captain Lendy, as the officer in command on that occasion, | should, on
receiving the sad intelligence of his death, have considered it only proper to direct
that the inquiry should not be proceeded with. But Dr. Jameson and the Directors of
the British South Africa Company have taken upon themselves the full responsibility
for the proceedings in this matter, and, consequently, the orders given by Dr. Jameson
on the occasion, and the action of the Company generally, would have formed
principal subjects of investigation, and as, moreover, a promise has been given to
Parliament that the inquiry would be held, | have, upon full consideration, come to
the conclusion that it should still take place.”*3

So, Charles Lendy, having died, was not able to give answer to the Inquiry to the allegation
that he had instructed his patrol to open fire on the Matabele warriors, contrary to what he
had reported to Jameson when he returned to Fort Victoria, and contrary to what Jameson
later told the Inquiry he had ordered Lendy to do when he appeared as a witness in person.

2. Later commentators have said that the Inquiry found that Lendy had lied about who
had fired the first shot. The Inquiry made no such finding of lying.

Newton says the following about the activities of the Matabele prior to the Lendy patrol:

“As to the proceedings of this Matabele impi in the neighbourhood of Victoria up to
the 18th July there is and can be no question.” (See page 4 of his Report.)

“The details set forth in the evidence of the events between the 9th and the 18th July
can hardly be disputed.” (See page 5 of his Report.)

12 Newton Report p 57 (Appendix B)
13 Newton Report p 57 (Appendix B)
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There was similar unanimous agreement as to the behaviour of one of the Indunas at the
Indaba with Jameson.

However, as to who fired first, Newton says:

“As to how the firing actually began, there is some conflict of evidence, which is dealt
with later on.” (See page 6 of the Report.)

“The question as to who fired the first shot thus arises; and it is necessary to examine
the evidence, which is very conflicting, before stating any conclusion on the point.”
(See page 7 of his Report.)

Newton came to this conclusion on this question of who had fired the first shot:

“...that the first shots seen and heard by them and everyone were the shots fired by
the advance guard [of Lendy's patrol]. The weight of evidence appears to me to favour
this view.” (My comment in brackets. See page 9 of his Report.)

Lendy was not with the advance guard. (Tactically, that would have been exactly the wrong
place for him to be.) Men who were with Lendy, with the main body of the patrol - Napier,
Brabant, Fitzgerald and Weale, the bugler - gave the same evidence as Lendy apparently told
Jameson: that the first shot was by the Matabele. It is entirely possible that men with the
main body had a better overall understanding of what happened than men with the advance
guard.

So, even though the evidence as to the behaviour of the Matabele warriors leading up to the
incident was incontrovertible, the beginning of the incident itself was the subject of “some
conflict of evidence”. Perhaps that is why Newton made no allegation of Lendy having lied —
the evidence against Lendy was not overwhelming or incontrovertible. Perhaps he was also
mindful that Lendy could not defend himself against an allegation of lying. Who knows what
conclusion Newton might have come to had Lendy been able to give evidence in person in his
own defence? The “weight of evidence” may well have been more balanced.

3. Newton set out his findings on page 12 of his Report: They can be read in full in
Appendix B. However, notwithstanding the question of who had fired first, one of Newton’s
conclusions bears repeating here:

“8. That in the pursuit of the Matabele there was no wholesale slaughter of natives
nor deliberate shooting of men already shot.”

Sir Henry Loch went further:

“The young [Matabele} men having only gone some three miles in three hours, and
having stolen cattle belonging to the white residents (in itself an act of war), was
ample justification for the action taken by Captain Lendy to enforce obedience to an
order deliberately given, and upon the enforcement of which, as it would appeal to
Native intelligence, depended in a great measure a stop being put to the raiding on
the Mashonas, and, to the Europeans, exemption from the danger of being attacked
in their laager at Victoria. (My emphasis. See page 3 of Newton’s Report.)
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And Lord Ripon, writing to Sir W.G. Cameron, Acting High Commissioner of the Cape Colony,
went a little further still:

“l enclose printed copies of Mr. Newton’s Report. It should be communicated to the
Managing Director of the British South Africa Company at Cape Town, and in doing so
he should be informed that it has given me sincere satisfaction to find that the result
of an inquiry so exhaustive and impartial has been clearly to exonerate Dr. Jameson
and the officers of the British South Africa Company generally from the serious charges
which had been made against them in connexion with these occurrences. (My
emphasis. See p1 of Newton’s Report.)

The Battle of Bembesi

Two months later, in October that year, the BSAC invaded Matabeleland. Two columns set
out, one each from Forts Salisbury and Victoria, towards Bulawayo. They joined together, with
a combined strength of 690 mounted men, about 400 Shona tribesmen on foot, two seven-
pounder field guns and eight machine guns, of which five were Maxims. The Fort Victoria
column was commanded by Major Allan Wilson. The Fort Salisbury contingent was
commanded by Major Patrick Forbes, who was also in overall command of the combined force
once they merged.

Lendy would have been one of very few professional soldiers in this combined column. The
vast majority of the mounted men were prospectors, shopkeepers and farmers, riding their
own horses and carrying their own hunting rifles. The Salisbury column was mockingly
described when it mustered as comprising “one commander-in-chief, three other
commanders-in chief, forty-seven Major Generals (in gaiters), fifty-three Lieutenant Colonels
(in spats), eighteen Captains, twenty-two Lieutenants and six full privates”.*

Such was the reputation of Lobengula’s impis, the columns were not expected to be seen
again. A Matabele impi, like that of its Zulu cousins, was a formidable body of shock troops,
who had completely dominated and subdued the entire region of Matabeleland and
Mashonaland for the previous fifty years using very successful military tactics, as the British
Army in Zululand found out to its cost when of its 1800 troops at Ishlandwana were
overwhelmed and 1300 killed, and a smaller body just survived at Rorke’s Drift, in 1879. And
the Matabele had 1000 modern Martini Henry rifles and much ammunition at their disposal.

On 1 November the combined force was laagered at Bembesi in two small encampments
separated by a small kraal of eight huts which restricted their fields of fire. There was also
thick thorn bush and dead ground nearby, which enabled two of the Matabele impis to get
very close, undetected. The oxen and horses of the columns were nearly two kilometres away
where there were pools of water in the Ncema River headstream. The troopers were
scattered making lunch and the thorn fences to join the two laagers were not completed.

At midday eight impis of riflemen and warriors totalling 6000 men mounted a surprise attack
on the laager, after overwhelming a mounted picket. Those in the combined columns armed

14 Bulawayo: Historic Battleground of Rhodesia, Oliver Ransford p54.
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with firearms were thus outnumbered almost nine to one. The Matabele riflemen fired with
concentrated accuracy.

“The Salisbury and Victoria Columns (British South Africa Company’s forces) formed laager
about midday on 1st November 1893. During the halt they were heavily attacked by a large
force of Matabele ... The battle was hard and the Matabele charged with the greatest courage
three times in the face of machine gun fire, but after suffering very many casualties were
compelled to withdraw.”*®

“The Im'Bizo Regiment set fire to their big kraal then retreated quite out of sight and in no
particular hurry. They gathered up a number of Martini Henry rifles, part of Rhodes payment
to Lobengula for the concession.”*® 500 Matabele were killed or wounded.

k. *—\ LHC

MAP TO ILLUSTRATE BATTLE OF BEMBESI
Ist NOVEMBER 1893

Lendy, as an artillery officer, was involved with the artillery at the Battle of Bembesi. However,
it is incorrect to blame Lendy on his own, as many do, for the use of the Maxims and other
guns in the battle there. Lendy had been due to command the whole Victoria Column, but
deferred to Allan Wilson, who took charge. However, there was a change in the command
structure when the artillery troop joined the two columns. In practice the tactical command
of the weapons was passed to Major Wilson?’, and above him, Major Forbes.

15 From the inscription on the cairn on the site of the Battle of Bembesi.

16 From the notebooks of Jack Carruthers, present at the Battle of Bembesi. In the possession of
Carruthers’ descendants.

17 “Lendy had been appointed senior artillery officer to the force and had general superintendence
over the guns, their maintenance and the training of the crews; the deployment and firing of the
individual artillery pieces was left to individual commanders. There was, once the gunners had met
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There is another important consideration: war is deeply unpleasant, but it is not murder.

The Battle of Bembesi, or Egodade as it is known to the Matabele, was the turning point in
the Matabele War. Within a week, Lobengula’s capital at what is now called Old Bulawayo,
south of the modern city (since reconstructed as a museum), had been razed to the ground,
and the Matabele impis put to flight. Another patrol under Major Wilson set out after the
King and his army, and were wiped out by the Matabele at Shangani in the final action of the
Matabele War. But that Matabele victory was to no avail. Their military power had, for the
time being, been defeated, although the Matabele and the Shona rose again in 1896. A large
stone cairn with a bronze plaque inscribed in both English and SiNdebele still marks the place
of the battle.

Lendy died in Bulawayo on 13 January 1894, it is thought from an internal injury he suffered
throwing the heavy shot in an athletic competition.

Lendy is often accused of being part of a colonial expedition which seized a country from the
hands of those who fought to keep it as theirs. However, it should be remembered that the
Matabele themselves, under King Mzilikazi'8, had invaded the area from the south in the
1820s, displacing the Shona who had previously occupied the area, and treating the Shona in
the surrounding areas of Mashonaland as vassals, forced to give tribute to the Matabele at
the point of a rifle or assegai.

The Shona themselves were part of an earlier migration from the Great Lakes region of Central
Africa, who invaded the land between the Zambezi and the Limpopo (present day Zimbabwe)
from the north, pushing its previous inhabitants to the periphery, including the San people
who were forced into the Kalahari desert. The Matabele completed the job the Shona left
unfinished.

The Sunbury Memorial

Some weeks after the deaths of both brothers, the wars they fought in were still in the news.
On 24 February 1894, in the Leeds Mercury, there were two separate articles in a single
column on the fate of Allan Wilson’s Patrol at the Shangani River, and Anglo-French tensions
in West Africa in the wake of the Waiima incident in which Edward had died. The two deaths
were felt very keenly locally in Sunbury. There was an appeal for funds, and the memorial to
the two brothers at Sunbury was constructed in 1895.

As the fundraising letter to The Standard newspaper (see overleaf) published on 12 February
1894 makes clear, the memorial was not a celebration of colonialism. The “deaths, within a
few days of one another, have cast a gloom over the village in which they were born and

the Salisbury and Victoria Columns at Iron Mine Hill, some difficulty over the command structure.
The gunners owed allegiance to Lendy rather than Wilson because he had formed them as an
individual troop. Forbes gave them a simple choice: serve under Wilson or return to Fort Victoria.
They decided to stay and fight.” [i.e. under Wilson’s command; my comment] Own Goals, p 66.

18 Oral History Statement of Ntabeni Khumalo, son of Mhwebi, who was a son of Mzilikazi, National
Archives of Zimbabwe.



THE LENDY MEMORIAL,
e

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ETANDARD

Bme,—It 15 proposed to erect in Sunbury-on-Thames
& drinking fountain in memory of the two
Lendys, whose deaths, within & few days of one
another, have cast a gloom over the wiilage in which
they were born and educated. The suggestion has
received the a 1 of their widowed mother, wha
&tﬁemplt of all in ber terribly sudden a@ic-

We have ma to raise about ninety ponnds,
and, with your help, we hope to inereass it. There
are a large number of officers in the Fervice who were
furmerly pupils of the late Major Lendy, the father of
these young men ; they will, I feel sure, gladiy assist
our efioris, Bubseriptions can ba sent to SRPE,
Ashby's, bankers, Bupbury; or to Dr. Kingsford,
Melrose, Sunbury, :

These two officers, the one in the Royal Artillery
and the other in the Derbyshire Regiment, have ren-
dered signal and gallant services to the State in West
and South Africa, one= having geined the Distingui-hed

Service Order. They have deserved well of their
eountry, and I trost that through Enrlmlp we may ba
able to raise a memorial that may be a record of appre-

ciation ;ﬁf their services. .
Bir, jont servan
| o, Bin, your cbedient o A TTHEWS.
Rippledene, Sunbury-on-Thames, Febraary 8.

The Lendy Memorial in its
original position on the
riverside

14

educated. The suggestion has received the
approval of their widowed mother, who has the
sympathy of all in her terribly sudden
affliction."

The memorial originally stood on the side of the
road along the river, almost in front of the
Lendys’ residence at Riverside House. It
incorporated a drinking trough in its base for
passing cattle and horses. It was damaged by
bombs in the Second World War, and then
spent some time in the grounds of the District
Council offices until it was placed at the centre
of the much loved Walled Garden in Lower
Sunbury.
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Memorials in Sierra Leone and Zimbabwe

Sierra Leone

Edward Lendy’s grave and the Memorial at Waiima in Sierra Leone

Edward Lendy was buried where he died at Waiima in Sierra Leone, his grave marked with a
stone cross. This cross was later incorporated into a larger memorial together with a stone
cairn commemorating the deaths of the men of the Sierra Leone Frontier Police, the West
India Regiment, and the French soldiers, who died in the same incident. The monument and
graves are well maintained, | understand.*?

Zimbabwe

An increasingly bitter war was fought over the period 1960 to 1980, which resulted in the end
of white government in Zimbabwe. After Independence, some street names (by no means all)
were changed, but there has been no attempt to remove other commemorative memorials
from the colonial period.

There is —still - a very large memorial to Charles Lendy on Leopold Takawira Avenue, the main
boulevard leading out of central Bulawayo to the Johannesburg Road. It was erected on that
spot in 1894. It lies in Centenary Park, between the Bulawayo Theatre and the Natural History
Museum of Zimbabwe.

Charles Lendy is buried in the municipal cemetery in Sauerstown in Bulawayo, his grave
marked by a simple stone cross, much like his brother’s. Neither his grave nor his memorial
has ever been moved, desecrated or harmed in any way in the forty years since Independence
in 1980.

Cecil Rhodes is, of course, buried on a very imposing granite hill in the Matopos Hills just
outside Bulawayo. His grave is marked with a large bronze slab set into the rock. The graves
of the first white prime minister, Charles Coghlan; Rhodes’ friend and business associate

19 http://www.sierraleoneheritage.org/sites/monuments/captainlendy



16

Leander Starr Jameson; and the memorial to Allan Wilson and the Shangani Patrol share the
site. Despite Rhodes being the architect of British expansion into Mashonaland and
Matabeleland in present day Zimbabwe, and being the arch-villain, alongside lan Smith, in the
eyes of the post-Independence government, neither that slab, nor any of the other memorials
and graves on the same site have ever been desecrated or harmed.

The Lendy Memorial in Centenary Park, Bulawayo

Indeed, there is a visitors’ centre at the foot of the hill explaining, at some length on a number
of large mounted posters, the background to the site and the memorials there. Neither the
ex-President of Zimbabwe, Robert Mugabe, nor the current President Emmerson
Mnangagwa, nor the National Museums and Monuments of Zimbabwe, have ever argued for
the removal of his, or other graves.

A statue of Rhodes used to stand in the centre of one of the major intersections in central
Bulawayo. After Independence it was moved a few hundred metres down the Avenue to a
spot in the gardens outside the Natural History Museum in Centenary Park, not far from the
Lendy Memorial, where it can be easily seen by people enjoying the tranquillity of the park.
A statue of Charles Coghlan, the first prime minister of colony of Southern Rhodesia, stands
next to it.

In the Bulawayo City Hall, on the walls of the grand staircase leading to the Mayor’s Office
and Council Chamber, are lined the portraits of Mayors of Bulawayo from the first one in 1893
right through to the present incumbent. A bas relief in bronze of the Great Indaba (meeting)
in 1896 between Rhodes and the Matabele Indunas stands prominently above the main
entrance to the City Hall.
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Appendix A

Extract from the Case Book of the Royal Humane Society, 15 January 1894:
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Transcribed as:

26902

Name, address and occupation of the person who saved or attempted save a life: Capt
E.A.W. Lendy, Inspector General of Police; Marcus Smith, Sergt and Corporals Amadoo
Zambal and Edward Parkins

Subject: Name, address and occupation: Morris Bangarah, Constable, Sierra Leone Frontier
Police Force

Time and Place: 11. a.m. 4 November 189, Seli or Rochelle River, Sierra Leone

Particulars: A force of police (40 men) under Capt Lendy were sent to open up a road shut
owing to the war when they came to the river 80 yards broad and swollen very much, the
Sergt, two Corporals and the Constable endeavoured to swim across, but Bangarah got
exhausted when some distance from shore. Alligators are plentiful.



19

Exertions of the Claimant: Sergeant Smith seized the man and held him until the corporals
came but they were all so exhausted that they could not save the man and only managed to
swim ashore. Captain Lendy, seeing the state of things, dived in, swam to Bangarah, seized
him under the armpitts (sic) and brought him to the bank.
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Witness to the Accident, Name and Address: The case is sent by the Colonial Office.

Date When Paid: 27 January 1894 Sent by (illegible name of courier) to the Under Sec’y of
State. Bronze to each (4) Bronze’s. Colonial Office Sec memorialised as to disposal of
accolade in case either of the Salvors have been killed in action.
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Tne MARQUESS OF RIPON
TO

Sie W. G. CAMERON (Acrin¢ Hicu Commissioxer).

Sig, Downing Street, August 23, 1594.

I nave received and considered Sir H. Loch’s Despatch of the 1Sth ultimo,
forwarding Mr. Newton’s report of his inquiry into the occurrences at Fort Victoria in
July 1893.

I request that you will express to Mr. Neston my appreciation of the manner in which
fie has carried out his instructions. He appears to have conducted the inquiry carefully
and thoroughly, aud his examination of thecvidence collected by him is clear and
impartial. It is, therefore, unnccessary for me to do more than state that I concur in

the conclusions at which he has arrived.

I enclose printed copies of Mr. Newton’s Report. It should be commuaicated to the
Managing Director of the British South Africa Company at Cape Town, and in doing so
he should be informed that it has given me sincere satisfaction to find that the result of
an inquiry so exbaustive and impartial has been clearly to exonerate Dr. Jameson and the
officers of the British South Africa Compapy generally, from the serious charges which

had been made against them in connexion with these occurrences.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  RIPON.
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MATABELELAND.

PART 1.

REPORT
MR, F. J. NEWTON, CM.G.,

UPON THE

CIRCUMSTANCES coxxecrep witn the COLLISION BerwEEN TIHE
MATABELE axp tue FORCES or mug BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY
Aar FORT VICTORIA 1x Juny 1893.

Sizc H. B. LOCH to the MARQUESS OF RIPON.
(Received August 6, 1894.)

Government House, Cape Town,
My Lorp Marqukss, July 18, 1894.

I nave the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, the report from
Mr. Newton, dated the 7th instant, giving the result of the inquiry held by him at
Buluwayo and Victoria into the events that took place at Victoria in July last.

The report is accompanied by the evidence of a cornsiderable number of witnesses,
taken on oath before him, as well as the evidence embodied in affidavits of persons
who were unable to be present.

Other documents. either of an explanatory characier or bearing on the case, are
likewise forwarded.

Mr. Newton’s report has been prepared with much care and ability, and the general
conclusions at which he arrives appear to be based on a careful analysis of the evidence
and of all the circumstances connected with the incident.

The evidence shows beyond all doubt that Doctor Jameson’s order was for the
Matebele #o withdraw within one hour—not across, but towards, the border; that it
was a wise and proper order to give, and was fully understood by the Matebele.

The young men having only gone some three miles in three hours, and having stolen
cattle belonging to the white residents (in itself an act of war), was ample justification
for the action taken by Captain Lendy to enforce obedience to an order deliberately
given, and upon the enforcement of which, as it would appeal to Native intelligence,
depended in a great measure a stop being put to the raiding on the Mashonas, and, to
the Buropeans, exemption from the danger of being attacked in their laager at

Victoria.
I have, &e.
(Signed) HENRY B. LOCH.

Enclosure 1.
Sir, Vryburg, July 7, 1894.
In accordance with the instructions containea in Sir W. Cameron’s Despatch of
the 1st May last, I have the honour to report to your Excellency the result of the

inquiry, held by me at Buluwayo and Victoria, into the events which took place ab
Victoria in July last.

2. Sir W. Cameron’s Despatch reached me at Buluwayo on the 18th May, and
Dr. Jameson and Mr. Caldecott, Crown Prosecutor of Mashonaland, the officer appointed
to appear on the Company’s behalf, arrived on the 20th. On the 21st, 22ad, 23rd, and
25th I took evidence at Buluwayo, and on 'l'vesday the 29th, immediately after finishing
other business there, I lefl for Victoria by waggon. The journey took 13 days, but was
a shorter way of reaching that place than by waiting several days to go round either by
the Charter or Tuli roads. 1 arvived at Victoria on Monday morning the 11th June

A2
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and examined witnesses on that and the bwo following davs. I also went over the
country where Captain Lendy’s force came in:.contact with the Matebele.

On returning through Palapye I met the Rev. . C. Willoughby, whose letter to the
“ Daily Chronicle” was forwarded to me for the purposes of this inquiry. Hisevidencs,
with that of Mr. Moffat on one point, is atiached.

3. I have now the honour £5 enclese : —

{1.) Schedule and Index of Evidence taken, setting forth the names of the witnesses
and their callings.

(2) 13.) (&) Minutes of the Evidence, taken down by myself, of twenty-five sworn
witnesses, at Buluwayo, Victoria, and Palapye respectively.

(5.) Affidavit by J. S. Bastard. (Ste Schedule and Minutes.)

(6.) Affidavit by M. E. Weale, trumpeter. (See Schedule and Minutes.)

(7.) A list of the mounted pairol which went ouf, by Dr. Jameson’s instructions,
under Captain Lendy’s command, fo drive off the Matebele. I made a point of
celling as witnesses every man of this patrol that could be found. The evidence
of eighteen of them has been secured.

(8.) Sketch of the country where Captain Lendy’s patrol met the Matebele.

(9.) Copy of the “ Mashonaland Times ™ of the 20th July, referred to in this report,
and iz Mr. Willoughby's letter.

4. I will now proceed to give Your Excellency a narrative of what is known as
« the Victoria Incident,” generally, from the time of the arrival of the Matebele 1u the
neighbourhood of Fort Victoria on the 9th July last, and particularly of the events of
the 18th July, up to the return of Captain Lendy’s patrol on the evening of that day.
In doing so I shall, when necessary, refer, in the margin, to the evidence of witnesses
according to the numbered pages of their evidence.

I propose afterwards to deal with specific points which have been raised in the
Secretary of State’s despatch and its enclosures, where the official accounts of the
incident are alleged to differ from accounts furnished by other persons, or where other
persons have made allegaiions which do not appear in the official accounts.

5. Narrative.

On the afternoon of Sunday the 9th July, that pari of Mashonaland surrounding
Victoria was overrun by a large force of 3atebeles. I am in a position to give what I
believe to be a fairly accurate estimate of the numbers of that force from the evidence
supplied by Manyow, the Matebele Induna in command of it, who appeared before me
at Buluwayo on the 23rd BMay. It consisted of three Matebele regiments, the
Mhlahlanhlela, the N'Suka, and the N’Sima, and the fighting forces of eight towns—
N'Sinda, Tiuxa, Oyinga, Mobanbeni, N’Singo, N'Swananyé, Sizinda, and N Gwetiwe,
besides a lot of stragglers from the Magholes (serfs) belonging to those towns. About
2,500 Majakas (young warriors-soldiers) left Buluwayo, and the Magholis picked up
on the way were about 1,000 in number. ‘

As to the proceedings of this Matebele impi in the neighbourhood of Victoria up to
the 18th July there is and can be no question. The whole country swarmed with them.
The Mashonas had fled—some to their kopjes, where they were besieged, some into
Victoria, and others far away westward. Many of the men were barharously murdered
~—stabbed and mutilated. It is unnecessary for me to discuss to what extent these
barbarities were defensible from the Matebele point of view, but it is impossible to
ignore the feeling of indignation and disgust which was felt by the inhabitants of
Victoria and the district at the indiscriminate slaughter by the MMatebele of the
Mashona men and the abduction of the Mashona women and girls. It may be perhaps
urged that Lobengulu’s impi was acting technically within Lobengulu’s rights; as
the facts cannot be gainsaid, it appears to me the only point that can be urged on
behalf of the Matebele. But there can be no doubt the Matebele exceeded ‘any so-called
right of Lobengulu to harry the Mashonas. The impi was directed to proceed against

Znmuntu and Bere (Mashona Chiefs), who were known to have assisted white settlers of
the district by furnishing them with grain and labour. But the Chief Manyow had
little or no control over the younger and headstrong Majakas or over the troops of
Magholes (serfs), who had followed promiscuously from the towns on the road from
Buluwayo to join in the raid. The wholo country north-east and south -of Victoria was
scoured by them. Mr. Willoughby, in his letter of the 16th October * to ‘the * Daily

_* Enclosure in No. & (Part IL), page 53, s
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Chronicle,” throws some doubt on a statement that one English farmstead was raided,

as no report had reached him to that effect other than the official report quoted by him.

I gather from the-evidence, and am quite satisfied, that several English farmsteads were . Napier,p. 15.
raided. By “raiding” T mean that the Matebele came upon these farms, stayed there, . Brookps.
chased the herds, killed all the Mashona servants they could catch, and appropriated Estecn, b 31
all the cattle they could find, without inquiring whether they were the property of

Mashonas or English. Many of the cattle so capiured they must have known io be

the property of white men. Some branded caftle were found in their possession om . Napier.pis.
the day when the patrol went out from Fort Victoria, others were returned by the Nl poat
more reasonable Indunas, after pressuro by Captain Lendy, previous to the arrival of 3 Ge p.s:
Dr. Jameson at Victoria. Many of the cattle captured and carried off were the pro- = Fomai.p.s.
perty of the Company or of private individuals; and it was pointed out, with some Tt pr
force, by more than one witness, that among Natives the capture and carrying off of Hastard .35
cattle is an act of war, and it is in fact one of the prinecipal methods of carrying on

warfare among Native fribes. The Matebele, therefore, who captured white men's r Nalp.2s
caitle, and retained possession of them, must have known they were liable for the Mot poor
consequences.

Tyt

Phe -etails set forth in the evidence of the events befween the 9th and the 18Sth
July cun hardly be disputed. I take it as proved and accepted that the Matebele were
in possession of the whole country side, that they entered the precincts of the town of
Fort Victoria, not merely according to map as alleged by M. Willoughby, but close to
the hospital and church, as deposed by the Civil Commissioner, Mr. Vigers, and others; . ¥izers,p.15.
that they squatied on the *“ commonage*’ (which I may here inform Mr. Willoughby 15 = Chalkop 25,
a track of grazing ground sef apart and adjoining every South African township, for Dreepss
the common use of its inhabitants), and that m:ning, agriculiural, and pastoral pursuits ~ Wilooghbs. B 36.
were ab a standstill owing to their presence. The Chief Manyow entered the town
prior to the arrival of Dr. Jameson, and called upon Captain Lendy, who was magis- Lo it pauket .1z,
trate, to hand over to him the Mashona refugees—mnen, women, and children—whom e aprer b 15,
he saw had obtained a sanctuary in the fort. Captain Lendy gave ihe oply reply ~ it
which it was possible for an officer in his position o give, bus he couched it in terms
of extreme fairness. He did not exonerate the Mashonas from any charges made
against them, but in reply to the grim undertaking by Manyow that he would not
kill the prisonersin the river and dirty the water, but would take them into the bushk and
kill them there, he said that as magistrate he would not surrender them untried, but
if Manyow would make a charge against them he would try them.

Dr. Jameson arrived at Victoria on Monday the 17th July, passing troops-of raiding
Matebele close to the town. Immediately on his arrival he sent word to Manyow that
he must come in on the following day to speak with him. The Indunas, armed, and = Juk.pss.
accompanied by armed men, duly arrived within 800 yards of the fort. Here Sergeant - Eluteen, 634
Fitzgerald with four men was sent out to tell them they must lay down their arms, =
with which order they complied. An indaba was then held about mid-day at the 1ord i1 Pauiet. p.15.
gates of the fort, of which a full account can be gathered from the evidence of e Nivrer 3.
various witnesses who were present. Captain Napier acted as interpreter, and Yanvon poiz

. - = Mr. Chalk, p.2S.
Mr. Brabant, who also understands Setebele, was also in attendance. Besides T Forrestall, p. 0.

Dr. Jameson, Captain Napier, and AMr. Brabant thers were present Mr. Vigers, D p
Lord Henry Paulet, 3Ir. Drew, and others. It would appear that Dr. Jameson - Metrhp-S
look a strong line in speaking to Manyow, told him ke was lying to him, and

asked him why he had permitted all these proceedings in the neighbourhood.

Were they, by the King’s orders, interfering with whites? Why had they

killed servants and carried off cattle? He then proceeded to ask Manyow

whether it was true that he had lost control over his young men, and on Manyow

admitting this Dr. Jameson told him, “ You, Manyow, and those who obey the King’s Lord It Paulet,p. a
orders, must go across the border. I give you an hour to go.” (In interpreting * one D..r ’ ﬁﬁﬁéﬂﬁ. I8
hour,” Mr. Napier pointed to the sun as 16 was then and as it would be in about Mr. %2:1{,‘;,‘;:,%';0
an hour.) *Leave your young men, and I will deal with them.” In saying this, or . };’:2?:;,':-,",!‘3;2.'

words to this effect, Dr. Jameson pointed at the guns in the fort, thercby giving the . Ewstcorp st

chief to understand that force would be used should the young men decline to retire.  Biberss

» Diew, p.35.
Willoughby. p. 36.

He then walked away. The chief sent 2 message after him by Lord Henry Paulet to . Bastard, p. 39,
ask where the border was, to which Dr. Jameson replied,. * Tell him he knows.” The
ieeting then broke up. -All witnesses agree in their. description of the ¢onduct, of the
young Induna Umgandan at this meeting; he was insolent in voice and manner,
constantly interrupting the speakers and cndeavouring to assert himself. . At the end

of the. indaba. he .made use of some such expression as “ We will be driven across,” riJiPauletp1s,
A 3
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or “Let us drive them.” The evidence is slightly conflicting as to what he did
actually say, kut he certainly said something, which created the impression in the
minds of those present that he meant to disregard the Doctor’s warning. The evidence
of Dr. Jameson and Messrs. Napier and Brabant leaves little room for doubt as
to this.

On the departure of the Matebele, the Kuropeans went to lunch, and orders wers
given to Lord Heury Paulet (the officer commanding the Victoria Rangers), by
Captain Lendy, to select as many men as he could find horses for, to parade at
2 o’clock {oir mounted pairol. The parade fell in at fiwvo and it was some time after
this Lefore Captain Lendy took over the command. After the men had fallen in,
Dr. Jameson deposes that he gave Capiain Lendy verbal instructions to the followine
effect, “ You have lieard what I have told :he Matebele; I want you to earry this out.
“ T don’t wanb them tc think ib is merely a threat; they have had a week of threals
“ already, with very bad resulis. Ride out in the direstion they have gone, towards
“ Magomoli's kraal. If you find they are not moving off, drive them, as you heard
“ me tell Manyow I would, andif they resist and attick you, sheot them.” Dr. Jamesor
cannof guarantee that these werds were his orders verbatim, but he siates that they
are probably very nearly so, as the orders were given verbaily in the same way as ke
then repeated them before me.

It was about an hour and three-quarters after the close of the indaba when the
patrol left the fort in column of half-sections. It consisted of about 40 men. I eould
get no accurate list of those who formed it, but 35 men were warned, and it is probable
that 38 men fell in in the fort. and perhaps some five or six who had horses to ride
afterwards joined. A list of the names and ranks of those known to have been present
is attached. The volunteers rode first out of the fort, the police heing in the rear.
The columns cantered a few yards away from the fort, and then settled down io a walk
(which pace they maintained till the Matebele were sighted), and proceeded in a
direction slightly west of north, according to the accompanying sketch. After pro-
ceeding a short distance from the town an advance guard of a sergeant and four men
was sent forward, and flanking parties thrown out on either side. Sergeant Kennelly,
of the Victoria Rangers, was in charge of the advance guard, which consisted of
himself, and Troopers Bezuidenhout, Brook, Campbell, and Gloag. The course taken b
the advance guard and column is shown, I believe, fairly accurately on the sketch
which is drawn from information given me on the ground by Messrs. Brabant and
Brock. About three and a half miles from Victoria, while the column, which had
been at a walk the whole time, was making its way across some fallow ground, the
Matebele were first seen, moving slowly, in disjointed lots and groups, from the south-
west to the north-east, in the direction of Magomoli’s kraal, where it was known that
Manyow had his head-quarters. It appears fiom the evidence that at the end of
the indaba, Manyow and the chief Indunas “vent straight off to their camp near
Magomoli’s kraal, which they were investing; that Manyow and the older section of
the 1mpi had a stroag difference of opinion with Umgandan and the young warriors
who deliberately announced their intention of staying to continue their raid. Itis alsc;
clear that on that same afternoon Makoombi’s and Mazibili’s kraals were respectively
attacked and raided ; the latter was empty, the inhabitants having fled, but there is
every reason to believe that the party of Matebele and Magholi, overtaken by the
patrol, was not a regular rearguard of Manyow’s impi retreating i accordance with
Dr. Jameson’s orders, but simply a lot of Blatakele and Magholis, with stolen cattle
and grain in their possession, hurrying back from a raid at Magibili’s, to join the main
body, when they saw the body of white men mounted and armed. The direction they
were taking and from which they were coming, and the fact that some were carrying
grain and driving stoler cattle leads me to this assumption ; and I may here mention
that in the course of the pursuit which followed, several men of the patrol observed
cattle which had evidently been in the possession of the attacked and flying Matebele.
The cattle were not recovered at the time, but were identified by colour and brand as
the property of a resident in the district.

The Matebele were probably first secn by the advance guard, but small lots of two
or three were soon visible to the whole column.

As t0 how the firing actually began, theve is some conflict of cvidence, which is dealt
with later on. It is enough for the prosent to say vhat some single shots were fired by
the advance guard on receipt of orders from the commanding officer. The general order
to commence firing having then been given by Captain Lendy, the column advanced and
extended at a canter. 'Tho skirmishing ordoer {aken at once became a merc chase
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Tho Matebele beat a retreat, their point evidently being Magomoli’s kraal, where the

Induna Manyow and the head-quarters of the Matebele impi were known to be.

Beyond the incident of the man who fired at Fitzgerald, referred to later on, a

statement by one witness that the Matebele threw an assegai or two, and by anotker . suter. p. 2.
that a Matebele shook his spear at him, there is nothing to show that any organised or . stokes p. 1s.
individual resistance was offered. As a witness said: “ They got on the run, and we . gennelty. p.22.
“ kept them on the run.” Those with good horses got to the front, and the badly - Py
mounted fell behind, The ground was, however, very bad for horsemen, being in : Bkt o
places unrideable at any pace, from the deep ridges and furrows of tha cultivated » Wenr=
Jand. This fact, and the kopjes close by on the right, saved the lives of many

Matebele.  After the pursuit, for it can hardly be called anything else, had been

going on for about ten minutes, Captain Lendy gave orders to cease firing.

Some of the patrol had pursued a much greater distance than others; some went on 3r Forrustal. p.30.
so far as Makoombi’s kraal, which they found being invested by Matebele. A mossage >axoninr.5e
was sent back to Captain Lendy to that cffect, and a few shots were fired at long range
at the besiegers, who immediately retired, leaving the fortunate Makoombi and his
people free fo descend from their kopje. It was from Makoombi that I ascertained 3skombi,p.3s.
that Mazibili’s krasl had been raided on that afternoon. He had been watching the
procesdings, and the attack of the whites, from his hill-tep.

On the arrival of Captain Lendy and the main party at Makoombi’s, the patrol
lialted for a few minutes, and then rode straight back to Fcrt Vietoria, which they
reached absut sundown.

The number killed during the brief period of the pursuit has been variously estimated. Dr.Jameon.p1o.
The Induna Manyow &nd his colleague Umyengwane say—and they should know best— - Brook, .31,
that 11 men were missing, of whom nine are believed to have been killed, and two to
have run away. Makoombi states that of the whole number killed only three were
Matebels, the rest were ““dogs” (Magheles). The Induna Umgandan, who had so >fstoombip.3s
distinguished himself by his insolent hehavicur at the indaba, was one of the first shot.

6. I now propose to deal with the points referred to in the fourth paragraph of this
repert; and for convenience of reference I here insert, in extenso, the official account
of the affair sent by Dr. Jameson is the High Commissioner on the evening of the sefc.anp.5.
18th.

Dr. Jamesox, Victoria, to Hien CoyyisstioNer, Cape Town.

1Sth July. . . . The Indunas arrived after my last telegram. After some con-
versation, during which they would not consent to return beyond the border, I told
them I would give them an hour to retire, and if they did not I would send my men to
drive them out as I had informed the King. At the stated time Captain Lendy, with
38 mounted men, rode out, and found aboui 300 still on the commonage : these fired
at Lendy’s party. Lendy then fired and pursued for about nine miles; a few men were
killed, including two head-men. Lendy has now returned : no casualties. I believe
the whole lot will now return to Matebeleland and further raiding cease. We are taking
all due precautions in case of any returns, which I do not anticipate.

7. The Secretary of State’s Despatch to your Excellency. of the 2nd November
points out a material difference between the foregoing account and certain statoments
forming enclosures to that Despatch, from which 1t would appear that the Matebele had
not fired or attempted resistance when the police opened fire upon them.

The question as to who fired the first: shot thus arises; and it is necessary to examine
the evidence, which is very conflicting, before stating any conclusion on the point.

As an instance of the conflict of evidence, I may point out that several witnesses on
either side on this question depose to having heard the trumpeter sound the *commence . Kennely, p. 22.
firing.” The trumpeter says he never sounded it at all. After the time that hag 7 a2
elapsed since the incident occurred, discrepancies between the evidence of individuals 7 Woirdm.3s.
must be expested. I have attached most weight to points on which several witnesses
are agreed.

Thge testimony of those who say the Matebele fired first may be divided into three

groups, each of which differs from the other two.
1. Dr. Jameson states that Captain Lendy, on his return, reported that they came
across the Matcbele on the commonage,  that Sergeant Fitzgerald had been
“ fired upor by them, but not hit, that then he ordered his men to charge
“ them and fire.”
A 4
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Mr: Vigors, the Civil Commissioner of Victeria, states that on the returnof the
patrol, Captain, then Sergeant, I'itzgerald, told him ¢ that the first shot fired
“ was by a Matebele in the rocks by Makoombi’s kraal, when they first camo
up with the Matebele, and the bullet struck in between him and the man
who was riding with him; that he had always understood that to have been
“ the first shot fired on either side.”

2. Captain Wapier deposes that someone of the four men who were riding in
¢ front shouted out ¢ they are firing at us.” I leard the shot. It seemed to
* come from the left front. Fitzgerald was one of tho four. We asked
¢ Captain Lendy, what are we to do? When he felt.satisfied that we had been
¢ fired upon, “e told us to extend in skirmishing order and fire. We extended
“ af a gallop and commenced firing.”

Mr. Brabant deposes : “I heard a shof fired from the Matabele. I saw it fired.

¢« Tt was on our right front. 16 was just about the time the advance guard sent
*¢ the message back.”

'hese two witnesses both agree that the shot was fired from the front.

(1%

(14

3. The Trumpeter Weale says: *“ About three miles from camp he heard shots fired
*“ ghead, and immediately two or three of the advance guard returned and
¢« reported having seen a number of Matebele and having been fired upon:
« The patrol at once cantered up to the advance guard, and firing then
“ commenced on both sides.” '

The three foregoing witnesses all depose that the firing was #érom the front. The
evidence of the men of the advance guard must therefore be very nearly decisive.

The advance guard consisted of Sergeant Kennelly and four men, Bezuidenhout,
Brook, Campbell, and Gloag. (Sergeant Fitzgerald was not of the advance guard.)
The evidence of Bezuidenhout and Campbell could not be obtained, but that of

Kennelly, Brook, and Gloag is clear. They agree with each other but are entirely at
variance with that already given.

Sergeant Kennelly, in charge of the advance guard, states that Trooper Gloag, whom
he had sent to Captain Lendy to say the Matebele were in sight, bronght back a
message to say he was to open fire, and he also heard the bugler sounding to commence
fire. He fired a shot in the air, and that was the first shot that he heard, and he fired
it after receiving the order. Cross-examined he says that he could not say, but not

to his knowledge, there was not a shot fired before Captain Lendy gave the order.

Trooper Gloag deposes that he took Kennelly’s message and rode along at Captain
Lendy’s left side while that officer bad some conversation with Lieutenant Fitzgerald.
Captain Lendy then told him to return to his post. When he had gone about 250
yards he heard Captain Lendy shout out to him to “Halt,” and he then heard
Captain Lendy say distinctly as an order to him (Gloag) “ Commence firing.”” He
waited to have the order repeated and heard it repeated by several voices; he then
went off to Kennelly and gave the order. Kennelly then fired a shot and Gloag
followed suit. XKennelly’s was the first shot he heard. He also tells the story of
Fitzgerald having been afterwards fired at by a native, who missed him. This incident
clearly was not the occasion of the first shot being fired.

Trooper Brook, also of the advance guard, states even more explicitly thab by the
time the order, through Gloag, had been received, the Matebele had rounded a small
kopje in front, so *“ we had to go some distance to sight them again. This was after
“ the order was received to commence firing, but before the first shot was fired—
“ Kennelly fired the first shot.” The evidence of the men of the advance guard is of
importance on the question of who fired the first shot, and I regret that I was-unable
to procure the attendance of ‘lroopers Campbell and Bezuidenhout. The three men
quotfad, however, gave their evidence clearly and well, and it is difficult to imagine,
considering the position they were in, how a shot could have been fired from the front,
as alleged by Messrs. Weale, Napier, and Brabant without these three men. hearing or
seeing it. At such a moment everyone would have been on the alert, and I cannot but
think that if the Matabele really did fire first, the evidence on the point would be

o'}fferwhelming, and the men of the advance guard would have been the first.to know
of it.

_ Anocther witness, Mr. Lloyd, corporal in the Victoria Rangers, says he wds ordered
in to the main body from a flanking party and * immediately afterwards heard firing—

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.



557

¢« tho advance guard was firing. Kennelly was one of the advance guard. We all
s raced forward and commenced firing ourselves on the word being given by Captain
“ Lendy to fire.” Later on he relates the somewhat familiar incident of the native
firing at and missing Fitagerald. Many men saw this—and nearly every witness
mentioned it—Dbut it was clearly not the first shot fired in the day.

Mr. Posselt also states :— T'he men ahead of us fired the first shot—the advance ..
« guard. I could not see who fired first. T hoard the shot. The advance guard was
« close. We could see the men shooting, but I could not say who it was. I did not
« see any Matebele shooting. I did not see them fire a shot at all,” and later, “I
« could not say positively whether the Maiebele fired the first shot or no, but I do not
¢« think they did.” ’

Mr. Bastard says in his affidavit, “ Immediately they were sighted, Captain Lendy  r3
« gave the order to commence firing, which was sounded on. the bugle. The main
¢ body commenced o charge, and the advance party commenced firing **; he then tells
the stery of the man who fired at Fitzgerald as distinctly occurring after the firing had
become general.

A Matebele Chief, Umgengwane, who was one of the party pursued by the patrol, r=-
gave evidence before me, and stated without hesitation : ¢ the white men fired the
 first shot.”

One or two witnesses said they heard it said that a shot was fired by the Matebele on
the left flank, but this was not confirmed in any way-.

Messrs. Brabant and Drew, two witnesses at Victoria, said they believed, or had
heard, ihat Umyandan fired the first shot, but this was not confirmed.

Dr. Jameson and Mr. Vigers say they were told the first shot was fired aé
Fitzgerald. Mr. Brabant says it was fired just about the time the advance guard sent
the message back.

If the first shot was fired by the Matebele abt this fime mearly everyonme would
have seen and heard it. Napier only says he keard a shot fired, but Le also says that
onc of the four men in front shouted out, * they are firing at us,” and that Fitzgeraid
was one of the four, but Gloag, who bad been sent back, says that Fitzgerald was riding
and conversing with Captain Lendy. (Fitsgerald was certainly not one of the advance
guard, and was no doubt with the main body at this particular moment.)

I think that Dr. Jameson and BMr. Vigers are mistaken in aitributing the well-known
incident of the native shooting at Fitzgerald as the occasion of the first shot, while
the recoliections of Messrs. Napier and Brabant do not agreewith each other or anyone
else’s. On the other band, the three men of ihe advance guard told a clear and distinet
story, which is supporied by the evidence of Lloyd, Posselt, Bastard, and the Induna sepp.21,2 .3
Umgengwan.

I am further influenced by the consideration that if the Matebele had really fired
first, there would have been plenty of witnesses, not enly to say so, but also to give a
clear and compact account of the matter. TFor these reasons I believe that Blessrs.
Napier and Brabant were mistaken, and that the first shots seen and heard by them and
everyone were the shots fired by the advance guard. The weight of cvidence appears
to me to favour this view.

S. Dr. Jameson’s Ultimatum at the Indaba.

The first enclosure to the Secretary of State’s Despatch of the 2nd November ¥ js an
extract from “ Truth ” of the 19th October, and is referred to herein-after and in the
evidence as Statement A. It contains the following passage: —

“ Last Tuesday the Matebele came into camp . . . Dr. Jameson held an indaba
and gave them onoe hour to geb out of Mashonaland (30 miles).”

The second enclosure is an extract from the ¢ Times” of the 16th October, in which
it was published as “an extract from a private letter iust received by a Swansea
“ gentleman from his brother who has a farm about three miles from Fort Victoria.”
It 18 referred to lherein-after and in tho evidence as Statement B. It contains the
following passage :—

“ The end of it was, Jameson told him (the head Induna, Manyow) he gave him
(Manyow) an hour to give up the cattlo and get over the border, and if they were noi
across by then, wo should help them.”

* Enclosure 3 in No. 4 (Pact 1L.), page 51.
n 83160, B
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A sub-enclosure to a despatch from the Secretary of Stato of the 20th November is
a letter from the Rev. W. C. Willoughby at Palapye. It contains the following
passage :— .

« Since then I have been favoured with the sight of a private letter from a gentle-
man ab Fort Victoria, and the letber, while giving an ampler account of what transpired,
is in striet accord with the non-official accounts to which I have referred. The letter
says. Dr. Jameson ordered the Induna across the frontier, which was thirty miles away,

within two hours. The doctor must have had a high opinion of the physical powers of
the Matebele.”

The allegation, in each of these statements, is to the effect that Dr. Jameson
knowingly called upon the Matabele to do what he knew to be impossible, and it leaves
1t to be inferred that he sent Captain Lendy to punish thiem for not doing it.

The charge is repudiated by Dr. Jameson emphatically, and his repudiation is
supported by every witness who could give evidence on the subject. Dr. Jameson’s
order to Manyow neither was, nor was it intended to be, nor was it construed as, an
ultimatum impossible of performance.

The writer of the letier referred to as Statement B. appeared before me and admitted
that he was on his horse in the fort square while the indaba was going on at the forb
gaies and that he could not hear what passed ; when examined on ihe poiné he stated,
‘“ That is only what I heard from others. I was not present af the indaba and do not
“ adhere to that statemeni” ; and he stated further, in reply to a question from myself,
that he did nst consider that the Matebele were making a bond fide attempt to leave
the country as instructed previously by Dr. Jameson when the patrol came up with
them.

The puint does not call for much remark. The witnesses are almost unanimous that
the Docior ordered the Matebele to clear, or be on the move, or to start, or words to
that effect, within one hour,and thai the space of an hour was indicaied by Mr. Napier,
the interpreter, by the pusition of the sun. Mr. Willoughby himself quotes the correct
story in his letter, viz., that given briefly in the Victoria newspaper, which says that
the Doctor «simply tells them io clear within an hour, or he will make them.”

9. BRemuinder of Statement A.

It is not necessary for me to do more than correct some minor mistakes in this
statement, a copy of which is attached :—

i. The Matebele were met about 3} miles and not 7 miles from the camp.

ii. The number of killed was not between 25 and 30. Tca or 11is the probable
number.

iii. The statement * It was like buck-skooting, for the poor devils took to their heels
“ and we galloped up and ahnost shot them point blank. I don’t suppose any
“ of them got less than four or five bulleis in hum,” is highly coloured. One
or two men were shot at close range, but the evidence is incontestable that most
of the firing was at a range of over 100 yards. The expression, “ It was like
“ buck-shooting,” seems intended to convey the idea of horsemen riding, as it
were, into a troop of springbuck. Nothing of the kind occurred, and every
witness examined on the point has denounced the statement as misleading er
untruthful. The supposition that none of the killed got less than four or five
bulletsin him is probably exaggerated from the fact that the chief Umgandan,
who was conspicuous from the feathers he wore, was fired at and hit by two if
not three men.

iv. The concluding paragraph of the statement is also incorrect. A mounted patrol

did go out under Captain Napier, it is true, but they had no “ brush,” and killed
10 one.

10. Remarks on Statement I.

“The brother of a Swansea gentleman” gave evidence hefore mo clearly and well.
He admits now that he cannot adhere to his statement as to the terms in which
Dr. Jameson conveyed his ultimatum. He states that the first shot was fired by
Serjeant Kennelly, which I believe, and does not now think that his original

estimate of 40 and 50 killed js a correct one. The statement calls for no further
remark,
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11. Statement C. contains no specific allegation furnishing grounds for inquiry.
The writer shares in the general opinion that Captain Lendy’s party fired first. This
point has alveady been dealt with. Iam unaware of the identity of the writer, but ke
appears to have gauged the intentions of the Matebele impi with sagacity. I agrec
with him, from all I have heard, that it was the intention of the chief of tho impi in
entering the district to harry ths Mashonas and irritate the Nuropeans, without
infringing the King’s instructions, only they went too far.

Statement D.

Mr. Wardlaw Thompson has not formulated anything into a charge which can be
made the subject of inquiry and makes no direct allusion to the fucts of the Victoria
Incident.

Mr. Willoughby, whom he introduces to the IEditor of the ¢ Daily Chronicle,” has,
Lowever, contributed a letter, which bhas been the principal indictment, so to speak, in
this inquiry. It contains, to begin with, a sweeping insinuation, in the shape of a
general exhortation to British subjects, that they should at least «“ abstain from copying
“ the treachery and cruelty of the savages that they may have to chastise.” Further
on, he repeats a complaint made by Lobengula to a friend of his that the white men
had fired on his soldiers when they were retiring. I will only pause to remark that the
evident reason why the Blatebele were fired on was because they were moi retiring.
Matebeleland lay due west, and the men fired upon were moving from south-west to r. Kennellp.22
north-east, and were making no genuine attempt to retire when the pairol came upon - ii;:}m_’::r’.'p.;%
them. He next stafes that ie bear1 from Matebeleland that the Matebele who were ™
attacked were the rear guard of the impi. I think he has been misinformed on this
point. It is true that Sergeant Xennelly and Trooper Forrestall staie that they thought pp.e o
they were the rearguard of the impi, but the evidence of Manyow and Makoombi, and
several men of the patrol, confirms me in the belief that the nen aitacked were a
handful of Matelele, with a following of Magholes, who had been raiding the Mazibili
kraal and joining in tke atfack on Makoombi’s kraal, and were scurrying back to
rejoin head-quarters round Magomole’s, when they saw the armed force coming out
from Victoria.

He then mentions a report that this rearguard were carrying a sick Induna, and that
the sick Induna, and the Induna in charge of the party, were shot.

I bave inquired of nearly every witness, of Manyow himself, and Gmgengwane, who r. Stokes.p. 13.
was an Induna present when the Matebele met the patrol. (These fwo witnesses were U {%u':_r«‘ia'n';;’,.fo.
examined in cach other’s presence, and it is difficult to separate their evidence. What . Kenoelizp.2e
they had to say on this point is found only under Manyow, but Umgengwane g}"an:sf-; rf"'-'g,:;
corroborated him).  The vnly possible sick induna was Tmgandan, the same men who .~ ;,;x_;‘i%’,l’.%
had made himself conspicuous by insolent behaviour at the indaba earlier in the day. . Bastardn.3s
- . . . . . and cthers.

He had had an attack of colic that morning, so Manyow said. He was not incapable of

walking. He was not being carried. He was strong enough to carry a gun. No one

saw a really sick Induna, or an Induna being carried. Umgandan was the Induna in

charge of the party, and was couspicuous by the white feathers in his head-dress. He

was shot at by several men and killed, but he was deserving of no sympathy on the

score of sickness, or of being in charge of this party.

Mr. Willoughby then proceeds to quote frum a letter, a portion of which he had been {kozer. Willough.
permitted to read. I have already dealt with the statement of his informant as to Dr. ~
Jameson’s ultimatum to the Indunas, and with the question of who fired first.

I now give a remarkable extract:—* Captain Lendy then ordered his men to charge
¢ and fire, which they did. The impi ook no notice, but quietly went on. Lendy’s
“ horsemen pursued them, each picking out his own man and firing at him, sometimes
“ when not more than five or six yards away. The Matebele hid and tried to escape ;
‘ but they uttered no sound and showed no fight. Not even a groan was heard. When
“ g Matebele warrior found that he could not escape he turned towards his pursuer, fell
“ on one knee, and held up his little shield in token of submission. But no quarter
“ geems to have been given.”

I think it is true that the Natives (they were not an impi, but a parcel of young Majakas
accompanied by some Magholis) took no mnotice, in {hat they showed little or no
resistance, and it is very natural to suppose that horsemen would get within close range
of men on foot, and that they should fire on them when ordered to do so, but I have
already stated that there was no wholesale slaughter at close quarters, as alleged, so far
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as I have been able to ascertam from the evidence of 17 witnesses. The idea has
boen generally scouted, and the number of the killed was only nine, ten, or eleven.

But the whole passage is a highly-colourcd piece of composition, and reads and
sounds as if the author were straining at effect. Mr. Willoughby has not marked it
by inverted commas, but stated before me that the words used are as nearly as possible
those of the writer. The pathetic description of the  Matebele warrior kneeling on
“ one knee and holding up his little shield in token of submission,” has certainly been
very faithfully reproduced from memory. But I do not believe that the attitude
described was ever adopted by a suppliant Native, nor does it appear that such an
attitude is that generally accepted among Zulus and Matabele as the posture of a man
asking for quarter. Messrs. Napier and Colenbrander know Zulu and Matebele
customs as well as any white man. So do Messrs. Moffat and Brabant. They agree in
saying that a Native asking for quarter would lay down his arms and hold up his hands.
To hold up a shield is, moreover, no token of submission—but might possibly be a
sign of intended resistance. Even assuming the attitude to be typical of submis-
sion, I have found no evidence whaiever of any Matepele having adopied it on this
occasion.

Itis, I think, to be regretted thab Mr. Willoughby should have given currency to
such a story, when he is not in a posifion fo substeniiate it by facts or evidence beyond
his quotation from the letter of a correspondent whose name he is not permitted to
divulge.

In conclusion, I have the honour to submit to your Excellency the following
conclusions at which I have arrived on the principal peints calling for inquiry :—

1. That the Matebele did raid Buropean farms as well as Mashona kraals and
carried off the cattle of white men.

2. That the Maiebele committed wholesale horrors in the Victoria district. This
1s not disputed.

3. That at the indaba, Dr. Jameson gave them a fair ultimatum and that there are
no grounds for saying that he called upon them to perform the impossible.

4. That the instructions Dr. Jameson gave o Captain Lendy were not only justifiable
but politic.

5. That Dr. Jameson was misinformed when he reported officially thai the Matebele
fired first on the whites.

6. That the sergeant of the advance guard tired the first shot.
7. That the Matebele praciically offered no resistance.

8. That in the pursuit of the Maiebele there was no wholesale slaughier of natives
nor deliberate shooiing of men already shot.

9. That the Matebele, when attacked, bad only gone three miles in three hours, and
were then caughbin possession of cattle stolen from Europeans.

10. That the story of the sick Induna beiug shot, without being absoluteiy and entirely
untrue, is, at least, an embellishment of an 1mmaterial fact.

11. That the story of the Matebele warriors asking for, and being refused, quarter, is
unsupported and highly improbable.
I have, &c.
His Excellency the High Commissioner, (Signed) F. J. Newrox.
Cape Town.

P.S.—The enclosures to your Kxcellency’s Despatch of the 1st May last, with
schedule, are herewith returned. It will be seen that four of the sub-enclosures
are referred to in the Report and the Minutes of Evidence as Statements A., B., C., and
D., and they have been marked accordingly.
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Enclosure 1.
SCHEDULE AND INDEX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

Date. Naue of Witness. Occupation. Page.
! ‘
Buluwayo. | ‘
May 21 - ! Herbert Lester Stokes - - - | General Manager, Mashenaland Agency . 13
2 ~ | Henry Paulet - - - | Syndicate Manager - - - 15
» - { Charles Robert Vigers - - - 1 Mining Commissioner - - 16
May 22 - | Williain Napier - - -, Merchaet - - - - I8
’ - | Leander Starr Jaumeson - - Administrafor, Mashonaland - 10
. - | Perey Vipond Weir - - - Merchant - - - - 20
May 23 - | Henry Liewellyn Lloyd - - Hotel-keeper - - - 21
9 - | Williain Patrick Kennelly - - Contractor - - - - 22
» - | Harry Posselt - - - - ' Farmer - - - - 23
» - | William George Neal - - i Prospector - - - - 24
» - | Johann William Colenbrander - - | Native Agent, B.5.A.Co. - - 24
1 - | Manyow - - - - . Matabele Induna - - - 25
1 - i Umgengwane - - - 2 MatabeleInduna - - - 26
May 25 - | Kenneth Gloag - - - -, Assistant, Bechuanaland Trading | 26
I Association.
» - | Edwin Amalric Slater - - { Auctioncer and hotel-keeper - - ‘ 27
May 26 - | Thomas Arthur Chaik - - - | Sub-Inspector B.S.A.Co.’s Police - 28
Yictoria.
June 11 - ! Peter Forrestall - - - ! Trooper B.S.A.Co.’s Police - - 30
June 12 - ? Arthur Woodford Broonk - - | Farmer - - - - 3i
. - | John Somerset Brabant - - } Native Commissioner, Victoria ’ 32
. - ; John William Eksteen - - - | Trooper B.S.A.Co.’s Police - -1 3¢
June 13 - | Robert McCormick Stroyan - - " Sergeant B.S.A.Co.’s Polic2 -t 35
» - | Alfred Drew - - - - ; Clerk to R.DL Yictoria - - i 35
. - ' Makoombi - - - - + Mashena Chief - - - 36
Palapye. t |
June 2 - | William Charles Willoughby - - Missionary - - - - f 36
15 - ! John Smith Moffat - - - Assistant Commissioner, Dechuanaland ' 37
Protectorante. i
By Affidecit before a Slagistrate in :
Cape Colony. ‘ }
» - | William S. Bastard - - - ' Farmer - - - - ; 38
By Affidavit before a Maygistrate at i
Victoria, dashonaland. { .
June 30 - | Mansel Edge Weale - - - | Employé, Victorin District  Gold . 3§
Mining Agency. :

Enclosure 2.
BULUWAYO.
FIRST DAY.

Monday, 21st May 1894.
First Witness.—Herperr Lesier Srokes, General Manager, Mashonaland Agency.

‘Was at Victoria in July last. Avrivedat my camp, Fernspruit near Luudy River, on
the 10th July. Began to hear rumours of Matabele impis roand Victoria raiding and
marching. Great alarm amongst whites. Messages exchanged in camps, great
apprehension ; Dr. Jameson arrived on the 14th, patrols sent out on 11th. On that
night the huts of our servants near tho stables were fired. Went into Victoria Fort
on the 14th. Was in the fort while the indaba was held at the gate. Was there as
volunteer on duty. Tho natives left the indaba on foot. The Chief’s party was 18 or
20. A larger party in the background. Heard nothing of what was said. About
9 hours and 40 minutes after we left. We weat to lunch in the town and returned
to fort for the horses. The officers then had lunch, and we started. That is my
impression of the time that elapsed. We started in half sections cantering about 100
yards and then slowly. That part of tho country was new to mo. I should think we

B3

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.



14

went about 5 or 6 miles. We spied some Matabele, four or five of them. Afterwards
I saw about 50. They were gazing at us apparently, and then proceeding across
our line from lefi; to right. I was some way back, but my impression was that they were
not going in the direction of the boundary. It was said that a shob was fired by the
Matabele on the left of our flank. I cannot state that of my own knowledge. It was
possible that a shot could be fived without my knowing it. The distance from the
Matabele was about 500 yards. The ground was open with kopjes around. In aboud
five minutes we formed into line. We advanced in open order without much forma-
tion, at a canter. When we began rushing forward amidst some excitement and
hesitation, I heard Captain Lendy give the order to fire. The skirmish became a chase.
The Matabeles fled in a panic. e got into more open ground and came up with them
scattered about. The pursnit lasted an hour, not firing all the time. I saw nothing
of the Matabele carrying a sick Induna.

(Alr. Willoughly's statement read.)—The firing was too hot for the Matabele to show
ficht. I got separated. I was pursuing a man who shook his spear at someone. I
shot at him. I awm positive 1 saw ne quarter asked for in the manner described by
Mr. Willoughby’s correspondent (exéract read). No quarter was given as none was
asked as far as my knowledge goes.

Personally T should give 2 man a wide berth who asked for quarter, as I should he
afraid of treachery.

The result of the patrol gave gratification and general satisfaction to everyone iz the
neighbourhood. Not a dissentient voice on the subject was heard at the time. It
never occurred to me that I had been engaged in an action which weuld be the subject
of anything but favourable remark. »

"By Mr. Caldicoti—1 consider now I acted perfectly justifiubly, and would do
the same to-morrow. I arrived in Salisbury in July 1891, and have been here
practically ever since.

There were seven white men in my camp at Fern Spruit. The surrounding mining
camps (about four) contained each about two white men. They were within about
2 miles radius of our camp. I understood there were three or four thousand Matabele
raiding in the neighbourhood. On the night of the 11th I abandoned my camp on
information from private patrol.

When the shot was fired I was about the sevenih or eighth file from the rear. There
might have been some resistance by the Matabele without my being aware of it. The
extent of our front covered about a mile when we were in chase. There were kopjes
in front and around, and it is difficult to say ; ab times there were only about three other
white men in sight. Quarter might have been asked for and given without my

knowing it. The hottest firing was away from me, as I got separated. I saw two
Matabele killed.

(Statement A. read.)—The statement is slack and loose. The observation aboui
four or five bullets in each mnan is, in my opinion, ridiculous. About having to clear
across the border in an hour was not the impression I received. 3Ly impression was
they were given an hour’s start to make a bond fide start to retreat in the direction of
their own country. That we were to follow them in an hour, and if that bopi fide
effort were not being made we should meet them under different circumstances. In
offering no other remark T do not accept the statement read as a correct one.

(Batract from Statement B. as lv indaba and purswit by patrol read.)—That is the
first I heard about cattle being given up as well as retreat being insisted on. The
point as to the border line is also incorrect. The estimate of the number killed is
exaggerated. By offering no further remark I donotaccept the rest of the statement
as substantially correct.

(Batract manked 11 from Statement D. read.)—I have nothing further to add to the
points raised there on which I have already given evidence, except that I do not believe
we over rode them down so as to get within five or six yards.

(Signed)  H. L. Sroxes.
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Second Witness.—Lorp Henry Pavrer, Syndicate Manager.

Was at Victoria July last; arrived there Saturday, 15th July. Was in command of
Victoria Rangers, and had selection of men for patrol, taking orders from Captain
Lendy. I know of two men who lost cattle by raiding on the impi. All work was
suspended in the noighbourhood. Xveryone was in camp. Several kraals of the
Mashonas had been burned, to my knowledge, within sight of Victoria. Fires were
constantly seen at night. I was present at the indaba on T'ues lay, 18th. The doctor
took a high hand. Asked natives why they had interfered with the whites. Manyow
said they had not interfered. Doctor said they kad taken catile and killed servants,
and were not obeying the King’s commands. Manyow asked doctor if he would
hear what the man who brought the last letter from the XKing had to say.
This man was Umgandan. The letter was to Captain Lendy. Dr. Jameson re-
fused to talk with anyone but Manyow. Umgandan was most insolens, constantly
interrupting the indaba. The dostor then asked Manyow if he had lost control
over his young men. Manyow admitted that he had. The doctor then said,
“You, Manyow, and the people who obey the King’s commands, go back over the
¢ border. I give you an hour to go. Leave me your young men, and I will deal
“ with them.” Manyow then asked where border was. I took the message to the
doctor, who replied, “ Tell him he knows.” The Indunas then rose to go. Umgandan
made some remark in a loud voice, and Sergeant Brabant said to me, ““They mean
fighting.” I asked him what Umgandan bad said, and he translated Umgandan’s
speech as being,—that they would sooner be driven than go back fo the King of their
own accord. The indaba took place somewhere between 12 and half past. T then
received orders from Captain Leady to select as many men as I could find good horses
for, to parade at 2 o’clock for mounted patrol. The parade fell in at 2, and it was
some time after this before Captain Lendy took over the command of the parade.
When Dr. Jameson gave the order to Manyow I did not conceive that he meant him
te cross the border in an hour, because it was an impossibility. We knew they were
investing Magomole’s, a Mashuna kraal, about 7 miles distant from Vicioria. It was
merely to stop this and to ( ? make them) leave off the burning of the kraals. I
understood the doctor’s orders were in consequence of a lefter written by Lobengula
the year before in reply to a complaint that his people had been raiding the country.
I beard nothing about their being given a certain time to clear off the commonage. I

am perfectly certain the expression was not used. Ifit had been used I should have
heard it.

(M. Willoughby's Letter, Buatract read.)—The statement by Mr. Willoughby’s
correspondent that Dr. Jameson ordered the Indunas across the frontier (30 miles
away) within two hours is incorrect. No mention was made of two hours. It was,
moreover, ab least an hour and 40 minutes before Captain Lendy rode out. It might
have been more. It could not have been less. Manyow was mounted, and from
information from the Mashunas there is no doubt he left straight for the invested
kraal, and broke up his camp at once. They must have left very speedily, as lots
of grain and meat were left behind. Manyow and Umgandan were certainly not
in accord at the indaba. Umgandan was one of the men killed. He wasa young
Induna. He was the only one insolent, the otherswere simply sullen. He was insolent
by interruption, gesticulating, and trying to make himself heard. Manyow seemed
somewhat afraid of him.

The order was merely given by Captain Lendy for mounted patrol to fall in at 2.
Bach man had bandolier of 50 roands usual, just like every man in the fort. I do
not know what Captain Lendy’s instruciions or intentions were. I received instructions
from him to keep all the men at their posts in the fort until he returned.

By Mr. Caldicott.—1I could not say how many kraals there were burned, they were
burning all over the place. I only visited two myself. At onc there were five bodies,
all with their right hands cut off. Tho labour and mining business was ontirely
demoralised by the advent of the impi and the raiding. The boys all deserted the
mines. The Mashuna refugees asked for protection from the white men. Captain
Loxdy told me before the arrival of the doctor all that had taken place, viz., thab
the Matabele had asked him to give up the Mashuna rofugees, and that they
said they would not kill them in the township, but they must die as they had
stolen the King’s cattle. The rofugoes were men, women, and children. T saw
about 15 to 20 from Bera’s kraal. Ho offerod to the Indunas to hold trial as magis-
trate, .as to whether the Mashunas had stolen the King'e cattle. If they (the Matabole)
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would make a charge against them, and if guilty, he would punish them, but not surrender
them without trial. The offer was refused, and the Indunas referred to previous case
when prisoners in Buluwayo had been given up to white mon. The kraals raided were
those trom which the native labour of the district was supplied. The Matabele had
raided the Victoria District the year previous, destroying grain, &e. A prospector
named Jackson had two boys killed on the occasion of this last raid. They also
threatened him.

The sending out of the patrol and the acts of that patrol were, in my opinion,
necessary and justifiable, not only for the protection of the Mashunas, but to restore
confidence in the country. In my opinion any less stringent measures would have been
regarded by the mnatives as a sign of weakness and source of danger to the whole
community.

I aave never heard anything from anyone that the acts of the patrol and the officer
commanding it were not justifiable or for the public benefit.

(Signed) Hexey PavLer.

Third Witness.—Cnarres Ropert Vieers, Mining Commissioner, Buluwayo.

In July last was Mining Commissioner and Acting Civil Commissionsr, Vietoria
District. Was there the whole month of July when Matabele first appeared. On
Sunday, the 9th July, I was riding with Weir, turned towards d=aiabele kraals, 3
miles from Victoria. Yhen we got close to them we met 2 mob of Mashunas, men
principally, some women and children. They told us that the Matabele were close at
hand, and advised us to ride into the camp. We did not think much about it, ard rode
on. ‘When we got up to the kraals we saw the whole of the granite kopjes covered
with armed Xaffirs, and we also saw on looking right and left across the flat large
numbers of Kaffirs with shiclds and guns already between us and the towe. e rode up
to a large party of them, in charge of an Induna, and asked ihem what they were doing.
He said they were hunting Mashunas to kill them for stealing the King’s cattle.
He 2lso told us that ihere was a leiter from the King with the main body. We rode
back, and when we bad got as far as the hospital, Brabant, who was a patient, shouted
out of the window that there was a very large body coming down the road from the
direction of Magomole’s kraal. He told me to huntthem back. I looked up the road
and saw probably about 200. I rode up to them and told them they must not come
into the camp. They were within the fownship, within 100 yards of the hospital.
They were armed, they were cheeky, and shouted out insulting things, but came no
further in that direction, bubt went down towards the Umshagashe River and so round
the town. From there I rode by the church, vhen I saw another large mob. I rode up
to them and gof off my horse and went up to a young majaka, who bad arifle. I
snatched it out of his hand, asking him where he got it srom. He said the King had
given it to him. T then told them that if they came any further they would be fired on.
This party, I was told afterwards by Mr. Sylvester, took his houseboy down into the
bush and stabbed him. A skelcton I saw myself lying at the spot he indicated a week or
ten days afterwards. Captain Lendy with police and mounted inhabitants in ths mean-
time were hunting small parties of the Matabeles round about the town, rescuing white
men’s cattle that were being driven off. The country at that time was completely
covered by large parties of Matabele in pursuit of the Makalakas who had taken vefuge
in the hills. This state of things continued till Dr. Jameson’s arrival. The inhabi-
tants proceeded to fortify the camp. Surrounding miners and farmers came in. The
public buildings and police yard were placedin a state of defence.

On the 14th Captain Lendy (then R.M.) started away with a patrol to try and seo
the Induna in charge of ithe impis, and to see if he could not get the letter that was
addressed to him from Lobengula, of which I had been tcld on the Sunday, and
which had not yeb been dolivered. After he hod gone, about 11 o’clock in tlhie day,
the Induna Manyow, with about 12 more, cameo to the outskirts of the town, bringing
with them the boy who had the lotter. They came with me to my room, and I spoke
to them and kept them waiting till 4 o’clock, when Tendy returned. We then asked
them why they had not delivered vhe letter sooner, but had left it till all the damace
was done. They said because the hoy with the lotter had got a thorn in his foot.
They said that all they wanted now was that the King’s Mashunas should be given
up to them, and they would.go away and not trouble us any more. Manyow added,
“I will not kill them in your town and dirty the place, but I will take them into
« tho bush lower down and then have them killed.,” We discussed the matter, and
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agreed that it was utterly impossible to give them up, and therefore refused to comply.
Manyow and the rest then loft. During the conversation Lendy said, “If you have
“ any charge to make against these people I will hear it as a magistrate, and if I
“ find your charges correct I will hand them over to you to be dealf with, but you
must point out to me the men you charge. I will not give up the women and
« children, as they could not have committed any crimes.” Manyow then said, « All
¢ these Mashunas are the King’s, and he wishes to punish them. When you wanted
« Kaffirs who had committed crimes, the King at once handed those men over to you.
“ Why should not you do tke same for the King?” Manyow was told the Mashunas
would not be given up to him, and he left the place and was very angry. Nothing
more happened till the doctor arrived on the 17th, when messages were sent out
to Manyow, who was round Magomoli’s kraal. Manyow and the rest of the Indunas
came in and an indaba was held at the gate of the police yard. The doctor said,
“ Whuat do you mean by coming here and doing what you have decne?” Manyow
said, “ I was sent by the King to punish the Mashunas for stealing the King’s cattle.”
The Goctor then said, * You had no right to come over the border. You know where
¢ the border is.” Manyew replied he did not know of any border. The doctor said
he was not speaking the truth. After some conversation, in which several of the
Kafirs were very insulting, especially Umgandan, the doctor said to Manyow, “Is
¢« it not true that you have -o control over your young men?” Manyow said,
« Yes.” The doctor said, * Very well, you and the older men may go, and I will
« deal with your young men if they do not go.” He addeq, ““ Now you start for the
¢ border. I give you an hour and a half (indicating by the sun with his hand) to do so.
¢ If you have net storted within that time I shall send my young men who will
« make you do so.” The indaba then ended, and the doctor went into the police
yard. The indaba took place. 1 should say. about 1.30, and the patrol left, I should
say, about 3.30, hut T did not take particular nofice of the time. It gob back abous
dusk. I did not think that Manyow had any intention of retiring; I think they
meant to stop uniil farther crders from the King, which would hsve meant a further
stay on their part of about at least 12 days. When the docter gave the order for
Manyow and his people fo leave it did not give me the idea inat he meant him to
cross ihe border within that time. I knew it was an impossibility. Ifis from 27 to
30 miles. It was never suaid, te my koowledge, that Dr. Jameson had given an order
such as that, which everyone knew was an impossibility.

By Alr. Caldicoté-—X have been 10 years in Scuth Africa, and in Mashonaland
three years since the opening of the country. I was head of the district as Civil
Commissioner. I knew that the adventof the Matabele stopped all mining enterprise
and labour in the district. I knew it as Mining Commissioner. The continual raids
so frightened fhe mining labourers that they would not stop. The inhabitants wero
very uneasy, and most of ihem cume into the town. Nearly all of them; some
fortified themselves by the mines.

Wher the patvol returned Captain, ther: Sergeant, Fitzgerald (now dead) told me
that the first shot fired was by a Matabele in the rocks by Mahoombi’s kraal, when
they first came up to them, and the bullet struck in between him and the man whowas
riding with him. That T have always understood to have been the first shot fired on
either side. -

Phe white population of Vietoria at that time was about 400 men and probably 90
women and children, all told. The total number of the impi, from native sources, I
gather to have been from 5,000 to 7,0C0 men.

Mr. Vigers (continued).—There was a large Mashuna population in the district. The

number of huts burned during the raid was about from 150 te 200, and a correspond-
ing number of gramaries. I saw bodies of murdered Mashunas. One at Brooks’s
farm, the one in the bush I have mentioned, and at the old camp, the Shangaan pulled
off the waggon and assegaied, but the grass was long. T heard of many more.

By Mr. Newton.—In general talk on the pursuib by the patrol I npever heard the
question of quarter being asked or given meationed. ‘

T am quito clear on the point that the doctor’s orders to Manyow were neither
intended to be or construed as an ultimatum impossible of performance.

(Signed) Cuarzes R. Vieens,

w B3LGO. C
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SECOND DAY.

22nd May 1894.

Tourth Witness.—Wirriay Narvier, Merchant.

Was in Victoria in July 1893, merchant and senior captain in Major Wilson's
Victoria column. The first raid in which I was concerned was that at Chibi’s, and
there had been several before the arrival of the impi on 9th July. In all these the
Matabeles have come down and raided all the Makalaka Stadts'on the line of niarch,
-'ﬁa,king women apd children and cattle, and destroying krasls, and taking, burning, or
scattering grain. When I went down to Chibi’s at the doctor’s request, as T knew the
language, I took Lord H. Paulet with me. We were sent because Mashunas com-
plained that the Matabeles were robbing and destroying, as stated above. We followed
the impi for 4 or 5 miles, and found most of them in their scherms, the other
side of Zimbabye. I saw one of the Indunas, Mufula, in_charge; the other Indunas
had gone ahead. I asked why they were raiding there. They said they were collecting
taxes. I asked why they took women and children from the kraals. “They said they
had not; that was untrue. I heard afterwards they had liberated some on payment. of
cattle. They still bad a girl there. I asked why they had cressed the border without
‘the King's leave. They said they had the King’s leave, the border being the hills this
side the Shashe. I told them what fhe doctor had said fo me about killing men and
taking women and children, and informed them this would be represented to l.obengula.
We then returned and reported ihe maiter to Dr. Jameson. All the Mashunas wer
on the rocks, none on their own grounds, being in fear of the Matabeles. :

At the time of the Victoria raid I was in Salisbury, and came down with the doctor.
The day we arrived there a message was sent to the Indunas, I5 miles outside Vietoria.
‘We had outspanned our carf, and saw a rush of Mashunas tc the kopjes. They had
_previously been talking fous. They shouted that the Matabeles were coriug. The
.Mashunas saw the Matabeles coming on 1% miles off, and took refuge in the rocks.
They were in- hopes that the Matabeles would nof attack them. as they had left one of
their prettiest girls on the rocks with a calabash of food. The Matabeles. passed. on
without attacking the kraal, and never noticed the girl. Nearer Victoria, 5. or 6
miles off, we saw lines of Matabeles carrying grain away from burning kraals. On
reaching Victoria the chief Induna, Manyow, was sent for. The-mext day I interpreted
for the doctor at the indaba. ‘Ihe account given by Manyow to-day was really what
actually bappened. At the end of the indaba the doctor distinctly told them, “ I give
“3you an hour to prepare.”” BManyow had said he could not control his young men.
The doctor said, “ Then leave them for me to deal with; you go along with the old
« men.” The impression 1 got was, they had an hour to make their preparations to
clear. It could mever have occurred io anyone that they were meantto be over the
border in an hour. That isabout 25 miles.off, and 1s would have been an impossibility.
The indaba took place from about midday to shortly after 1, after which we hurried
down to lunch. I was then lieutenant in the Vicioria Rangers. The orders given
wwere to saddle up after lunch and follow slowly on, fo see if the Matabeles had moved.
We fell in aboubt three, and we probably left about half-past, Captain Lendy in
command. We walked out in the direction of the kopje, the boundary of the tcwn
.commionage, 3 miles from the town. We went at a walk the whole way till we
cameé to the Matabeles at about 4 o’clock. 1 was then riding on the left flanlk.
Captain Lendy was riding to the right of me, abouta length ahead, a little nearer than

1 the centre of the troop. When we got into the nek the Matabeles were seen running
about among the rocks, and someone of the four men who were riding in front shouted
- out, ““They are firingat us.” I heard the shot. Itseemed to come from the left front.
Pitzgerald was one of the four. We asked Covtain Lendy ¢« What arc we to do?”
‘When he felt satisfied that we had beev. fired upon, he told us to extend in skirmighing
order and firee. We extended at a gallop and commenced firing. 'We went on firing
and galloping for fully a mile, wheh Lendy sounded the retire. It -‘could not have
Jasted movre than a quarter of ai hour or twenty minutes. PR

By this time the Matabeles were refiring in all directions. The mien we met were
all youug men. , After the retire we rode straight away to the fori, and got back about
sundown. We saw a few catltle with them, to our left front some distance away.
"They were certainly in possession_of the cattle. We recovered a few of Dunlop’s cattle.
and brought them back with us. I remember them well, eight or nine red oxen. I
was at the head of the line, about the cenm;c. The line was very much extended, We
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gobt to about an average of 100 or 150 yards of them. If was certainly not like
“ shooting them down like bucks.” It is hard to estimate their numbers. They were
all over the place. Ishould think more than 250 or 300.

(Bztract from Mr. Willoughby's correspondent read.)—I should not say that was a
correct statement of what took place. It is not reasonably probable. If is not true
they took no mnotice. After they fired we fired. They then began to clear. They
were all separated, and in disorder. It is not true that the Matabeles were on occasions
not niore than 5 or 6 yards away. Our men were perfectly under conirol, and were
under orders to dismount and fire, which they did. When a Matabele is showing
submission. he does not hold up his shield. He would drop his shield and hold uY)-
his hands, or he would fall on both knees and throw up his hands. I never saw a -
Matabele ask for quarter that day. They do ask for quarter sometimes, but not in
the way described here. Holding up a shield is not snbmission. Most of the men
against us had guns. No quarter was given as ponc was asked. There was no
running in amongst the Matabeles. If would have been risky to do so. Itis hard fo
say how many were killed. _

I had no doubt about it at the time that the shot was fired at us from the Matabeles
first. I have no reason to doubt it now. , .

I saw nothing of a sick Induna being carried. I do not believe there was a man
beiag carried. N

By M. Caldicott— At the indaba the doctor, when Manyow claimed some refugees,
said that white men would not give up Mashuna women and children to be slaughtered
when once they had claimed protection; but if they had done wrong they would be
tried before the magistrate, and if found guilty punished. Manyow objected to that,
and said they wanted fo take them away unconditionally.

I know several instances of European farms having been raided. The doctor sent
me on a patrol round the district after the affair of the 1Sth to see if the Matabeles had
really crossed the border: I fook 10 mounted men. We saw no Matabeles; they had
gone across the border. I crossed the border myself to make certain. As we saw
none we could not have killed any. The last sentence of Statement A.is utterly
unfrue. There was no. other pairol sent out except mine. That sentence must refer
to my patrel. We had no “brush,” and we killed no one. In passing our own farm
I found the place had been looted of everything—cattle, goods. furniture, grain, &c.
Arpold’s farm was burat; Clarke’s and Iksteen’s looted of a lot of things. Gloag’s
was also looted. T believe Parker’s toe. 1 saw three dead bodies (Alashunas) in one
place, several in all, all close to the town. The Makalekas suffered greatly. The .
Matabeles surrounded several kraals, and stopped the way to the wells: One girl gave
herself up, she could not stand the thirst. They took her away as a slave. - At another .
kraal 70 head of cattle died from thirst. o

At the indaba the Matabelé Indunas were insolent and overbearing in manner to-the.
doctor. Umgandan was conspicuous in that respect. I had repeatedly to check them
at doctor’s request. Umgandan, on going away, said to the other lndunas “ Lef us
drive them.” Brabant hearc this and drew my attention to it. It certainly applied
to us. - He could not have meant it to apply to the Mashunas. I gathered from that
thas they meant fichting. He said it out Joud.

(Signed)  W. NA'PIE’ZB‘.- ,

Fifth Witness.—LEANDER STARR Jauesos, Administrator-of Mashonaland.

I arrived in Victoria on Monday, 17th July—afternoon. For-the last few ‘miles
drijri’ng into Victoria I saw Mashuna kradls burning on both sides. Matabeles with
shiélds and assegais crossing the road in front of mules, Joaded up with plunder. 1
sént outat-oice police-from Vietoria to request the Induna in charge of thé Matabeles
to come and interview me the next morning.. Manyow iith several of th¢ Indinas
aifivéd the next-day—=the 18th. What occurred has been described fairly correctly by
Manjfow this ‘moining.- I told Manyow what the Matabeles had been doing on the
commonage of Victoria. Told him this-could nob.continue. That the Mashund womon
and. 6hildrer in the fortsvould not be given up. That I wasin communication with
the King, and that he and his people must cross the border at once. He stated his
people would not obey him. I told him to take those who would obey him with him,
and leaveane to-deal with tho rest, and I pointed at the guns, and the men round-them
or. ghe wall, I then finished the interview, telling Manyow that.I would only give.him
a, short time, to starb going, this being interpreted by Mr. Napier, with reference. to
the-position, of the sun. And.thatif I found they were nct.going I shouldi driveithem
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across the border. Umgandan, the Induna of Buxa kraal, sitting next to Manyow,
jumped up and said © Then we will be driven.”

Manyow and his followers then left. The whole indaba lasted about 20 minutes,
somewhere about midday. I then told Captain Lendy to get 50 mounted men, or as
many up to that number as horses were fit for, and to have them saddled up in about
a couple of hours for patrol duty. I then went to lunch, and the men also. When
Captain Lendy bad paraded his men about two hours afterwards, I gave him orders
as follows: * You have heard what I have told the Matabele ; I want you to carry this
“ out. T do not want them to think it is merely a threat. They have had a week of
“ threats already, with very bad results. Ride out in the direction they have gone
“ towards Magomoli's kraal. If you find they are not moving off, drive them as you
“ heard me tell Manyow I would, and if they resist and attack you shoot them.”

Captain Lendy returned with his patrol of 35 men at sundown and reported to me,
then and there, that on the edge of the commonage he had come across about 300 of
the Matabele, with Umgandan amongst them, that they were not moving away, but
were remaining on the commonage ; that Sergeant Fitzgerald had been fired vpon by
them, but had not been hit; that then he ordered his men to charge and then fire; that
about 30 natives were killed ; and that he had then ordered the retire, as it was getting
towards sundown. I asked him if he was sure about his numbers 300 and 30
respectively. He said “No,” bui somewhere about that number, he should think.
That night I had a long conversation by telegraph with the High Commissioner and
Mr. Rhodes. Described everytluing which had occurred, and discussed future pro-
ceedings.

(Eau‘?ract Statement 4., “ Dr. Jameson, . . . , 30 miles”.)—That is absolutely false.
Whatever time was stated was expressed by movements of the sun, through Mr. Napier,
the interpreter. And Manyow distinctly understood that they were to start going
within that time, showing their intention to obey my order. Any such order, apart
from the truth of the story, would have been ridiculous. This statement answers
itself as being impossible, and therefore untrue. I entirely repudiate the charge that
I ordered them to do what I knew to be impossibie. That reply applies also to Mr.
Willoughby’s observation on the point. The account I have given of my orders to
Captain Lendy I cannot guarantee as verbatim, but they are probably very nearly so,
as they were given verbally, as I am now giving my evidence.

When Captain Lendy made his report on the doings of the patrol I was quite
satisfied, and told him he had done well. I considered that the fact of his finding them
where they were, making no attempt to move, even if the shot had not been fired, was
quite enough to justify him in charging on them. From Manyow’s statement, and ihe
attitude and words of Umgandan at the close of the interview, I thought it probable
that they would attempt resistance ; therefore I made the party as strong as the horses
at my disposal would provide for.

The first I ever heard of the incident of the sick Induna, who was being carried
having been shot, was on reading this yesterday here in Mr. Willoughby’s letter.

Nor bad I ever heard of the fact of any Matabele having asked for quarter, and its
being refused. I do not know myself what happened there at Victoria, but in the
subsequent engagements with the Matabele I do not know of any instance of asking
for quarter ; perhaps this is that no Matabele, so faras I know, was ever shot at, unless
resisting to the danger of the white men attacking him.

(Bwiract from Willoughby's letter ve quarter : * The Matabele—have been given” is read.)
—>My comment on that is, that it is nonsense. The attitude would not be familiar to
a trooper as one indicating submission.

1 have no recollections of any statement having been made to me on this matter by
Captain Lendy or anyone else since dead. Beyond the report made to me by Capiain
Lendy, to which I have alluded, the substance of which I immediately wired to the
High Commissioner and Mr. Rhodes the same evening.

y Mr. Caldicott.—I was satisfied then and still amn that the action of Captain
Lendy under my instructions was ahsolutely necessary for the safety of the community,
and that the instructions were properly carried out.

(Signed) L. 8. Janmesox.

Bixth Witness.—Percy Viroxp Wrir, Merchant at Buluwayo and Victoria.

‘Was at Victoria last July at the time of the arrival of the Matabele. Was with Mr.
Vigers when he first met them. We were going to some farms westward of Victoria
when we mefi Mashunas who said the Matabeles were chasing them. We went on -4nd
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met the Matabeles and asked them what they meant. They said they wero after the
Mashunas. We told them to come into camp with us, to which they were not inclined.
We tried to take two prisoners, but they slipped away. I rode back to the fort, and
told the people there the Matabeles were rushing in. Ten minutes afterwards they
were right inside the town. That was on Sunday, the 9th J uly. The following day
Captain Lendy and 15 of us went out to interview the Chief Induna, who we found
had come into Vietoria. On our way there we found natives stabbed along the road,
some of them our own boys. The Matabele were very cheeky ; they were not violent,
simply threatening. At all the Mashuna kraals the inhabitants had taken refuge in
the rocks. The kraals were burning. The burning went on the whole time that week, until
the arrival of Dr. Jameson. I wasnotat theindaba. I was inside the fort. I was on duty
asburgher. I only know from hearsay what occurred then. Everyhody who had a horse
was ready. We fell in after lunch, and rode ous about 2.30., but I did not take
particular notice of the time. I was a sergeant and riding near the rear. We rode at
a walk about 3 to 4 iles. Captain Lendy sent out flanking partics when we
were about 2 miles out. I first heard that the Matabele were shooting on the left.
I did not hear any shooting myself. We received the order to extend and advance at
a gallop. The line spread out a great deal, and the country was broken, and we were
going over rice fields. T was at the right centre of the line. I first saw them when I
was galloping, but when they were first seen I was behind. When I saw them they
were dodging among stones and bushes about 400 or 500 yards away; when the
fire became too hot they retreated- I did not see any Matabele firing. Sume of
them appeared fo be trying to rally the others. At the time I got up most of them
were well on the run. I was near Umgandan when he was shot ; I suppose about
60 yards off. He was idenfified by the feathers on his head. Captain Lendy caine
up soon after, and retreat was sounded. We had gone about a mile and then we went
round some Mashuna kraals ; one party was sent off under Napier. We got back just
about sundown ; some men gotnearer to the Matabele than I did. Coming back we
saw some cattle which had been in possession of the Matabele. They were white men’s
cattle; I saw nothing of a sick Induna being carried. I saw no Matabele in an
attitude suggesting he was asking for quarter. I never saw anyone so near as 5 or
6 yards. I never got a shot less than 200 yards.

(Datract from Willoughby's letter, re quarter:  The Matabele—been given” read.)—
I saw nothing like that. That is not a sign of submission. I should not have
understood it as such. As long as a Matabele has his shield it is a sign he is
guarding himself.

(Statement 4.— Captain Lendy—Ubullets in him,” read.)—There is no doubt they ran
when we began to gallop, as they are unused to horses; they got “on the run,” and we
kept them on the run. I saw no case of point-blank shooting. Ttis possible some may
have had more than one bullet.

I cannot state anything as to who fired the first shot, except that I heard the news
come up the line that the left flank had been shot at.

By Mr. Caldicott.—1I have been 14 years in South Africa, and about three years in
Mashonaland. I consider that if decided steps had not been taken the white people
would have had to leave the country. The action on that day was necessary. TUntil
then we had to live on the defensive. After that we could go out to our farms and
keep boys there. The Matabele had looted our stock, and destroyed what they could
not carry away. As it is, there are two of my herd-boys missing now, who have never
been seen since. The Matabeles looted both our cattle posts.

(Signed)  Percy V. Wair.

21

THIRD DAY.

Seventh Witness.—Hexry Liewerryy Liovp, Hotel-keeper.

‘Was at Victoria last July, also there as hotel-keeper. Was corporal in the Victoria
Rangers. I was a sufferer from the raids. My farm is west of Victoria, on the com-
monage. On the 9th the boys onmy farm with my stock told me they had brought me
my cattle ; they were running off towards Zimbabye, they would not remain at Vietoria.
They left my cattle with me in Victoria. I found they had only brought on a part of
the cattle. The rest weie still outside with the oxen I had been working. That was
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beforc sunrise. I went out and reported to Sergeant Fitzgerald that the Matabele were
there, and I was going out to get my cattle in. I went .out and could net find cattle
or herd. T lost them, and have never seen them since. There were seven. I believe
the herd was killed. I saw two dead Mashunas recently killed by the Matabele. I was
in the fort at the time of the indaba and could not hear what was said. It was some-
time after breakfast. I was told to be ready for a mounted patrol. We fell in about
3, and left half an hour afterwards. Wo went oubat a walk. Iwas on the right
flanking party, quite parallel with the column. We had gone about 6 miles. ‘The
bugles sounded us to fall into the main party. We did so, and then marched along
as before, Immediately afterwards I heard firing. The advance guard was firing.
Kennellj was one of the advance. We all raced forward and commenced firing our-
selves, on the word being given by Captain Lendy to fire. We pursued them about a
mile. When I first saw them some were running away to ihe kopjes. On my right,
after having had a shot at one or two of them, I saw one of them firing at Sergeant
Fitzgerald in the kopje. Those in the hills certainly showed resistance. I'he man who
fired at Fitzgerald was shot, probably, before he pulled the trigger, but he did fire. I
got within 10 yards of a Matabele in the open. I was running him down. He was
shot by another man. Most of the men got right up to the Matabele.

When called in by the bugle I took my place in the middle of the column. I cannot
say with any certainty who fired the first shot. I should say that the statement that
“ they had not fired or attempted resistance when the police opened fire upon them ” is
10t an accurate statement. ‘

(Read: “I do mot suppose—bullets in hitm.”)—That is nonsense. One man may
have got more than one bullet in him. I saw nothing resembling any shooting at men
already dead or wounded. )

(Read Tilloughby's letter : * The Matabele hid—quarter given’’}—I saw no case
of that kind, nor heard of such. g 4

I think the idea of the Matabele was to draw us in to the main body. Their retreat
was intended to draw us on into a nest.

I know that counfry very weil, and knew where the Matabele’s main body was, as
I had been trying to get imy cattle back from them.

(Signed)  H. L. Lrop.

Eighth Witness.—Winian Patrick Kesserry, Contractor.

Was at Victoria last July. Contractor there. Was sergeant in Victoria Rangers
at outbreak of hostilities. Was also troop-sergeant-major in the Bechuanaland Border
Police; till April last wasin G troop. Was on duty in the fort at the time-of the
indaba. It was over about noon. 1 got orders to warn men to geb saddled up, and to
start away two hours after. There were 35 men warned, and others squeezed in. We
left about 2. 'We rode out slowly for half the way. I wasin charge of the advance
guard. There were four of us—Gloag, B. V. Campbell, Bezindenkout, and myseif.
We were 600 or 700 vards ahead of the main column. After riding abouf 4 miles
I came on what I took to be the Matabele rear-guard. They were making for a poind
due north from Victoria. They were moving all or foot, and armed. They were
about half a mile off when first 1 saw them, about‘60 or 70. We could see them quite
distinctly, with their shields prominent. I saw no man being carried. I got to within
200 or 300 yards, and then senf Gloag back with a message (verbal) to Captain Lendy
reporting the Matabele, their number, and the direction they were taking. Gloag
brought message back from Captain Lendy to say I was to open fire, and I also heard
the bugle sounding to commence fire. I fired a shot in the air. That was the first
shot I heard, and I fired it after receiving order from Captain Lendy. I closed in my
advance guard, and by that time the main body had closed up, and the firing became
general. They had been coming up in half sections. I cannot say exactly what
formation they were in behind me, as T was watching the Matabele. After I fired
a shot Gloag fired a shot. I dismounted and fired another myself at them. By that
time the firing became general. We did not see any cattle amongst them just then.
Later on we saw the caftle. I took my place in the line ‘about the centre.” We were
then all advancing at a canter or gallop. We seemed to be under no orders, but each
man for himself, after the firing became general. We did not get right, in among
them, but as they got scattered we got close up to them. I was within 8 yards when
one man was skot. Most of the Matabeles were shot at 150 yards intérval. Wg rode
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‘zzlfltsr.rthcﬁn about.3 milos, dlsmounting and shooting, and then Captain Lendy. sounded
the vecall. - - :

(Statements from puragraphs 2 and 3 of despatch, Secretary of State to Sir Henry Loch,
2nd November 1893,% read.)—The latter is the correct statement as far as I know.
‘One:man did five a shot after we had opened fire on them. Ho fired at Fitzgetrald.

(Paragraph 5 of the same despaich is read.)—They were going along at a steady jog
trot:towdrds their main camp. No, they had not attempted any resistance when tho
police opered fire so far as I know.

(Statement A. read.)—That about the four or five-bullets is not true. The account of
the pursuit so far as chasing them is concerned is true.

It is possible the Matabele may have been trying to draw us on to tho main body.
There were 5,000 waiting at the main camp.

(Walloughby's extract : « The number of the Matabele—Dbeen given” read.)—No, that
is not a correct account. I never saw a Matabele in that attitude, I never heard of a
Matabele asking for quarter, cither on that day or on any other day. I served
throughout the rest of the campaign. ,

As far as my own knowledge goes I fired the first shot, and I fired it on receipt of
the -order from Captain Lendy. ‘I'he only resistance I saw was the one shot at
Fitsgerald. I saw no quarter asked. I saw no sick Induna shot.

By M. Caldicott—When we first saw the Matabele they were going parallel to the
border, but were making for their main camp. Sixty would be about the toial number
attacked. Of that about half were killed. Had we gone another threc-guarters of a
mile we should have come on the main body, but we did not know that aé the time.

(Q.) There has becn some evidence given as to a shof having been fired at on left
flank %—(4.) I would not say there was not a shot fired before Captain Lendy gave the
order.

I know Gloag. He is very excitable. He was excited when the firing began. I
heard Captain Fitzgerald shout to him then to keep quiet. He was shouting loudly.
I saw him fire two shots. He may have fired more. His horse fell, and he was lefi
behind. He closed up with the skirmishers just wheu the recall sounded. Personally,
I have suifered no loss from the Matabele, but many of my friends have. )

By Mr. Newton.—1 sent Gloag with a message to Captain Lendy. He brought a
message back, on receipt of which I fired a shot. I also heard a bugle sound
‘ commence firing” ; that was before I had fired. The bugle confirmed the message.
I have no reason to doubt that the message to and from Captain Lendy was correctly
oiven.
~ By Mr. Caldicott.—There were about 60 or 70. We did not count them. Wo had
no time fo count them. I sent him (Gloag) back wiih a message immediately, and
before he could have had time to count them.

: (Signed) W. P. Ken~eLry.

Ninth Witness.—HEexNry Posserr, Farmer, in Mashonaland.

Have been here two years. A German, born in Natfal, South Africa. Was at
Victoria in July last. Had a farm ncar there. Was on the patrol when it rode out
after the indaba. We started in the afternoon about 2, perhaps later. We wens
out at & walk, not very far, about 3 or 4 miles. Mr. Brabant, Mr. Lloyd, and
myself were a flanking party on the right. We were called into the main body. I
was on the lefc of the line when we advanced and saw the Kaffirs. I was not in front.
Wo all spread out. We came over 2 little vise and saw the Kaffirs. I saw Gloag come
in from the advance guard before we saw the Kaffirs. e rode up to Captain Lendy.
‘We went on all together. The firing began after we had come up to the Kaffirs. We
galloped up. The men ahead of usfired the first shot—the advance guard. I could not
see who fired first. I heard the shot, the advance guard was close. We could see the
men shooting, but I could not say who it was. I did not see any Matabele shooting.
I did not see them fire a shot at all. 'We got close. The first shot was about 200 ox
300 vards, and iheh we got close, but at all sorts of distances. I did not see any
Matabele on our side (bhe left) shoot back. They were all running away on the flat.
T fired about four shots, the others must have fired moro.

(Account in Statement 4. reud.)——Of course some got more bulleis than one. I do not
think more than 10 or 15 were shot. L nover saw any kncel down and ask for quarter,
I fought the fest of the war. I never saw any Matabele aftorwards ask for quarter.
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By BMr. Caldicott.—I think what was dono that day was justifiable and very necessary
under the circumstances. I could not say positively whether the Matabele fired the
first shot or mot, but I do not think they did. When we first saw them there were
about 30 Matabele; afterwards I should think there were about 200 spread about.

By M». Newton.—1 saw some cattle belonging to white men in possession of the
Matabele. We did not recover the cattle.

(Signed) H. Possevr.

Tenth Witness.—Witriam Groree Near, Prospector.

Was in Victoria in July last. Was out prospecting at the outbreak of hostilities on
9th, west of Victoria 30 miles, close on the border. We were called in by the police.
We lost 18 head of oxen and over 70l. worth of goods. I have seen the oxen since,
but I cannot get them. I saw them on the day of the fight in possession of the
Matabele. We were in Victoria about a week before the indaba. I was a volunteer
for the patrol that day. I rode out with the column. I was about eight from the
rear, about midway. We went about 6 miles. We met the natives and the shooting
started almost simultaneously. I saw them before the shooting began. They were
going along at a jog frot. The shooting began with single shots, and then we all
gtarted. 1 was on Fiizgerald's left, when a Matabele fired at him. Fitzgerald fired
and shot the native. We advanced at a gallop, and they were running in all direc-
tions. I got close to one. about 3 yards off; only that one. There were between
300 to 500 at the time the firing was going on. I saw nothing of a sick Induna bein
carried. I saw no native ask for quarter. The cattle already alluded to were
recognised by me after the fight. They were in the native gardens. Captain Lendy
would not let us take them. At the time we were searching for more Mataheles, and
he said we had come out to find natives and not to get cattle. The Mziabele, when
they attacked our waggon on the 9th, and took our oxen,—the oxen were outspanned
and feeding with the boy. The boy escaped into Victoria. They said to my partner,
“ T¥e have come for you, we have come for you.” My pariner’s name is Dunsterville.
He replied, “I will have some of you first.” Anyone who knows native laws knows
that the scizing of catile is a declaration of war. That act was a declaration of war
against the whites.

By ifr. Caldicolt—When Captain Lendy stopped us taking the cattle he did not
want o hamper his force. I think he was right, as it might have endangered the lives
of the men in charge of them. We did not know what was going to bappen, as firing

was still going on.
(Signed)  W. G. Neaw.

Bleventh Witness.—Jonaxy Witniaym CoLENBRANDER, Native Agent for the
British South Africa Company.

First came here in 188S, and have been here off and on ever since. I accompanied
Baviaan and Mushefte to England. I was born in Natal. I have been amonegst
natives all my life. I lived on the borders of Natal and was always in Zululand. The
customs of Zulu and Matabele are very much the same, in fact exactly. Their language
is exactly the same, and also their practice and method in warfare. The Matabele
are more cowardly however, and bigger thieves.

(Etract read from Willoughby's letter : * The Matabele—been given.)—I was through
the whole of the Zulu war and afterwards with Usibepu in Zululand. Through’ the
whole of my experience I have only once come across a native that asked for quarter.
They give none, and expect none. If they never ask for it then there can be no
typical attitude of asking. Aslong asanative keptarmsin his [hands], I should never
consider such an attitude as that described in extract as one of submission. I gavea
native quarter once, and he hit me on the head with a hattle-axe (showing scar) ; had I
not just guarded the blow he would have killed me. He said “ baba *’ (father), and
when 1 turned my head hit at me with his battle-axe. When saying “baba” he did
'not adopt the attitude described. I have never seen a mnative go on one knee as
described yet. I should only consider he meant submission if he throw down his arms,
but I have never seen them do that even,
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By Mr. Caldicott.—1I should consider the forcible taking of catfle by natives as an
act of war oun. their pavt (see Neal’s evidence), in fact a declaration of war; and the
would consider it as such, and if after having committed such an act they had met with
no retaliation they would have considered it a sign of weakness. And havin
captured cattle in their possession, they would be on the look-out, and consider them-
selves liable to be attacked at any time.

(Signed) J. W. CoLENBRANDER.

Twelfth Witness —Manyow, sworn according to Matabele custom.
All that I said yesterday is true. (Report of interview put in.)
LPurther Examination.

The sun was siill early in the day, and the doctor then told us that should we still
be anywhere near when the sun was there (poinéing fo about 4 o’clock) he would talk
to them in a differeat manner. The doctor said rothing about any rivers or border.
After the doctor warned us at the indaba, some of our people went and killed some of
the white men’s servants. That is why the doctor’s people shot at us. X could do
nothing with the young men. I had with me the

Mhblahlanklela Regiment. Mobawbeni Towns.
No Seika do. No Swananzi  do.
No Lima do. No Lingo do.
No Linda Towns. Lizinda do.
EBuxe do. Nogwetine do.
Ozinga do.

And we picked up a lot of stragglers—all the Amaholes bzlonging to these towns.
In numbers about 2,500 warriors left Buluwayo, and I picked up aboui 1,000
Maholes.

Evipexce giver by the Chief Maxrow before F. J. Newroy, BEsg., C.M.G .,
at Buluwayo, on the 22nd May 1S94.

Manyow stated that he remembered the doctor at Victoria, and also Mr. Vigers.
Manyow he is very sick, having lately bad small-peox, with fever on him now. Heis a
coward, and had been afraid to come in before. He recognised Mr. Newton as the
Queen’s representative, and was willing to tell all he knew about the occurrencss in
Victorialast year. He was the head of the Matabele 1mpi sent to the Victoria district,
and was in command of the party who had an indaba with Dr. Jameson at Vicioria.
Umgandan was also there, second in command. He had brought one letter from the
King, but the last one was brought by Umgandan. He gave his letfer to Mr. Vigers,
and remembered well what took placc on the occasion. Dr. Jameson had told them
that their men (Matabele) had killed Mashuna servants, and it would not be allowed.
Dr. Jameson refused to give up the nafive women and children who had taken refuge
in the fort, and ordered back the impi over the border, stating that he (Dr. Jabieson)
was in communication with the King direct.

He (Manyow) replied that he could not make his young people recross the border,
and remembered that Dr. Jameson then told him and the older men who understood
the thing to go back, leaving Dr. Jameson to settle with the young men. When
Dr. Jameson had finisked he said, “Now go, or I will drive you across,” and he
(Manyow) got up and left.

Then Umgandan said, * Very woll, we will be driven across.” Dr. Jameson told
them distinctly that they had exceeded their orders by crossing the Shashi River, and
that he was in communication with the King. When Manyow went back towards
Magomoli's kraal the young Majakas went and looted « lot of trained cattle out of
Mr. Vigers's kraal, including those belonging to the Company and to private individuals.
Those cattle had never been returncd. Some had also been captured before. Manyow

tried to get the cattle given up, but the young men declined, and drove them back at
the point of their spears.
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~Umgandan also remained behind to drink water at a spring, and while resting* under
a-shady tree got mixed up with the Majakas, with the other Indunas also resting with
him. This was when the Majakas were driving the cattle off, and were being chased
by tho horsemen. Manyow then returned straight to the King, and told him all that
had occurred. They all understood distinctly what Dr. Jameson had told to their faces,
that he would drive them back bayond the Shashi. But although the matter was
discussed between them all, the young men would not do so. Even afterwards on
returning the young men raided more cattle, and left their Indunas behind.

The Majakas were in possession of the stolen cattle in their own camp when the
white horsemen pursued them.

Manyow stated then, Dr. Jameson had previous to the same indaba sent a white man
and a coloured boy to talk with the impi, and in the way, fortunate for them, that
Manyow met them and took them under his protection, as otherwise they would have
been killed, as he (Manyow) saw mischief in the eyes of the young men. Manyow
tcok the two messengers away. There was only one sick Induna, and he was not
carried. That was Umgandan, who was sufering that day from an attack of colic. He
was the only one sick.

During the indaba Umgandan was very cheeky and constantly interrupted the
doctor, who shut him up, saying that he did not want to talk to boys, but only with
‘the men.

End of examination.

(Signed) Cuaries S. Noreis NEWMAY,

Reuter’s Special Commissioner
for Matabeleland.

Taken down from the oral trapslation by Mr. Jobann Colenbrander, the Native
Commissioner of hatabeleland, who interpreted.

e ——— e -— - [, —

Thirteenth Witness.—UmeexNewasg, Matabele Induna, swora by Matabele custom.

Was with the body which was pursued by the patrol. We were some distance from the
town, as far off as the big tree yonder (about 1 mile). The white men fired the first
shot. There we¢ - agood many shots. We ran away to where part of our impi was
and then clearec ~ We did not fire back, not the party that was with me. but I do not
know if the otuers did. We were in open order, buf pretiy thick. I only know of
two who were shot. No, I did not see them shot, or their bodies, but I was told " so.
W'_h_e_n we first saw the white men some of us were moving, some sitting down, some
drinking water. We were slow. in starting ; that is.why we took so long. We did not
start till late, The Majakas went to Makoombi’s kraal after the indaba, and overtook
us when they were pursued. I was not with Umgandan.

By Mr. Caldicott.—We Indunas had decided to return, but we had a row with the
young fellows, who called us cowards, and said they were going to stay behind, and
they went, out raiding on their osvn account. Manyow did his best to stop these young
fellows-from going out, but he could not. The Majakas went straight to Makoombi’s
kraal to raid 1. They were theve in the kraal raiding when the white men came up
With them. That 1s when the shooting began. .o

Manyow (recalled) .—We only know of nine men shot—men killed ;. there are one or

o

two still missing, but they may have run away. .

FOURTH DAY.

25tk May 1894. ;

Fourteenth Wiiness.—Kexyert Groag, in the employ of the Bechuanaland T
Association.

Was at Victoria last July. Was then book-keeper in the Bechuanaland Trading
Association store. Was corporal in the Victoria Rangers. Was in the fort on the
18th July on the morning of the indaba. Was on duty in the fort. I was on the
wall and saw the natives. I did not hoar anything that took place. After the indaba
wo were warned for mounted patrol after lunch. We foll in about two hours, say,
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after the indaba,.and we rode out in half-sections. I was the second half-section from
the front. Up to a certain distance, about 2 miles, I was with the main hody.
Then Captain Lendy told Sergeant Kennelly to tuke a section as an advance party.
Sergeant Kennelly, myself as corporal, a man named Campbell, Arthur Brooks, and
Wienand Bezuidenhout from Mafeking. We cantered off about 500 yards, and kept
that distance ahead. 'We went at a walk across the veldt in a south-west direction.
We bad gone about half a mile when I saw some natives. I said they were Matabsle,
and Kennelly asked me if [ was sure? I said * Yes, cannot you see their shields and
“ assegais?” They were about half a mile off. When I first saw them they were
travelling. I think I saw them before they saw us. Keunnelly said, “ How many do
“ you think there ave.” I said from what we could see there were about 65. He
iold me to count, we varied from 60 to 80. He itold me o go back and report tv
Captain Lendy there were about G5 Matabele travelling in a north-westerly direction.
I reported to Captain Lendy as Sergeant Kennelly told me. T rode slowly at his left
side, while he had some conversation with Lieutenant Fitzgerald. He then told me
to.return to my post. That was all he told me. When I had gone about 250 yards,
T heard him yell out to me to *“Halt.” I faced round immediately. I then heard
Captain Lendy say distincily, asan order io me, ** Commence firing.” I waiied to hear
ithe order repeated. I heard it repeated by several voices. I immediately went off as
hard as I could to Kennelly and told him what the orders were. Xennelly then fired
from his horse one shor. I dismounted and fired a second shot. They were some
distance off. I fired immediately after Keonelly. Kennelly’s was the first shot I heard.
The rest of the party then came up, and the firing became general. The natives were,
I should say, then about 300 yards off. We then scattered aboui, cantering forward,
and dismounting and shooting. I went off towards the right towards Magamolt’s. I
got quite close io one native. I did not shoot. I was thrown from my horse who
wens into a game pis. I went over his head. I got up and wenf on. 1 did nof see
any cattle amongst the natives when we first saw them. We saw cattle afierwards
when we went about with Leady, after the refire bugle sounded. They were caitle
the Matabele had stolen. They had evidently been in possession of the natives whom
we attacked.

When we first saw them there was no man being carried among the ot we attacked.
T never heard of it before now. It was impossible that there should have been one.
I was most of the time wiih Fiizgerald. Titzgerald fired at a native and rode on.
The native dropped, and after we had passed him he fired from a blunderbuss. He
missed Fitzgerald. We both rode on. I do nof know whether he was afterwards
killed. I turned round and said,  He is shooting at us.” Fitzgerald said, ** Obh, it
“ is just a dying shoi; i is no good firing a second time.” I did not myself sec
any natives shooting back. There was a lot of firing going on.

(Bxtract about quarter : < The Matabele—given ™ read.)—Inever saw a Maiabele hold up
his-shield. I should tbink if he did so he was protecting himself. If he wanted to give
in he would throw it down. I never saw a Matabele in the aftitude described. I have
had some experience of natives. The attitude described is a fighting attitude, not
one of giving in. I think there were about 30 killed; I saw about 20. I did not
count 20, there may have been more or less. We pursued them too fast, and we
had good shots amongst us. Their idea was, I think, to get to the main body, and
then turn on us. We knew where the main body was, and rode accordingly to cut

them off.
(Signed)  Kesyerg B. Groac.

Fifteenth Witness.—Epwixy AMALRIC SLATER, Auctioneer.

Was at Victoria last July. Was auctioneer and hotel-keeper then. Was in the fort
on the day of the indaba. I was under arms with the rest. I heard part of the
conversation. I heard the doctor say they must go away at once and not come near
Viectoria. I remember the old Chief saying he could nob help it; he could not control
his young bloods. Those Buropeans that had horses had orders to saddle up and be
reidy. We fell in about 3, and left about 4. We rode out at a walk and an
occasional canter. I was not in the line, but I was on the right side of the column
clése to Captain Lendy. When we got about 6 or 7 miles from camp we saw
some natives. T said to Captain Lendy; “ There are gsome natives ahead.” That was
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before the message came from the advance guard. Immediately after the message
came in the natives I saw were moving; they appeared to be coming to a kraal on
our right, which they had looted before. They (the natives) were on our left front.
We came across some cattle. That was after the fighting. Ten cattle there were that
belonged to Dunsterville. The natives whom we attacked were in possession of those
cattle. The cattle were recovered sometime afterwards. After the message came we
advanced, dismounted, and fired. We were going at a canter. We got right up to
them. I was well mounted. We got right round them, and turned the left portion of
them. There were about a dozen patives there where I was. I saw no native being
carried. I am perfectly certain there was not one. I did not see any native shoot
back, but I was told one had shot at Fitzgerald. It was considered he had had a most
wonderfu! escape, having been fired at a few yards off. I saw the natives as soon as
anybody. I was the first to point them out to Lendy. I should not say it was correct
to say they were retreating; of course they retreated when they saw us coming on
charging them. It was too late for them to resist; we ran them down. My idea is
they were raiding about when we came upon them. They did not believe what the
Doctor had said, and thought they might do as they liked. I saw a few men killed.
The number killed was roughly computed at 30. I saw about nine bodies. I saw no
case of a native asking for quarter and being shot.

(“ Quarter” extract read.)—I mever saw anything like that. I am sure it mever
occurred. The shields were not very little. I saw no sign of submission. They
beld up their shields, and threw an assegai or two. They most of them had guns.

By Mr. Caldicott.—I have been in South Africa about 15 years. I think the action
of that patrol under Captain Lendy was necessary and justifiable in the interests of the
country.

Seven of my servants were killed by the Matabele. Five were caught when out
cutting grass, and two were taken off the wagon and stabbed and left in the road.

(Signed) E. A. StaTer.

FIFTH DAY.

26ih May 1894.

Sixteenth Witness.—Tuomas Artner Cuark, Sub-Inspector B. 5. A. Company’s Police.

Was in Victoria Jast July, was then Second Class Sergeant in the Company’s Police.
Before the 9th July an impi had been close o Victoria raiding. I accompanied Captain
Lendy to interview the Induna of that impi. Captain Lendy spoke to him, and told
him they were coming too clcse to Vietoria. He also gave him a note to Loben. from
himself. He wrote it there himself, when we met the impi. He explained to the
Induna he was Loben.’s friend. Loben. had given him the road to Buluwszro, and in
the vote he wrote words to the effect that the impi was coming too close to the town
of Vietoria. The Induna said he would deliver the note and would take the impi
away. We left him; we did not hear of them close to Victoria again. On Sunday,
the 9th, I heard that natives and cattle were rushing through the town. We (the
police) saddled up immediately, rode down the Magamoli Road a little past the hospital,
where we et a great crowd of them. Istayed there, while some of the other police rode
among them on the commonage, close up to the Vicarage. The impi itself was besieging
Magamoli's eight miles off. That weck the people there were reduced to great straits
for food and water, cven to drinking their own urine. For that week an old Mashuna
Chief, Mazibili, close to Victoria, took refuge in the fort with his people. The country
all round was being raided. Natives (Mashunas), assegaied, were lying on the road
within a mile of the township, and several other bodies were found further off.
Magamoli's people were reduced to absolute starvation. Although Manyow, the chief
of the Matabele, had a note from Loben. to Captain Lendy, he did not deliver it until
we rode out to Magamoli's and got it. It was a note 10 the effect that his impi were
going to punish the Mashunas round Victoria; and he requested that no mnotice should
be taken of them. A herd boy belonging to a farmer called Eksteen was killed by them.
All the white men's caltle were scabtercd over the country. Some taken by the
Matabele, others lost because the hords woere either killed or had run away. Previous
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to that, Many ow, when he first came in, said the white men’s cattle would be given up
The second time, when he came to sce Capiain Lendy, he saw the native women and
chllgll'en W}J.O had taken refuge in the fort, and asked Captain Lendy to give them u
to him, saying, « I won’t poliute your water, I will take them over the st;)eam ” meanIz
ing to kill them. Captain Lendy said, “ No, show me any that have done al,]y harm
* or wrong, and I will try them, ard if guilty will hand them over.” Manyow insisted
on baving them, saying he must have them all. Captain Lendy would not give them
up. Manyow then went away in a rage. Said he would not give cver the cattle. We
all went into the fort then. The place Lad been in a state of siece for some time
When the Administrator came down I was sent out with an escort to find some
Matabele to tell them that the great White Chief haa come down and that their Chief
must come in and have an indaba. They said something to me which Mr. Brabant
translated as, < When are we to be allowed to fight the white men?2” I replied that [
did not know. The place was in aun ubsolute state of siege, nothing but night and da
patrols. The outside stores all had to come in, bringing their siuff with them. I was
one of the escort who went out to bring the natives in to the indaba. They were coming
in a large body, and four of us, under Fitzgerald, met them 300 yards from the entrance to
the fort, and told the Chief and those of his people who were coming in that they must
leave their arms. They laid down their arms and weni up. I was present, and stand-
ing within 12 yards. I did not hear ail that was said, as I am deaf. I heard towards
the finish the doctor tell Manyow that he bad lied several times. I heard the doctor
ask Manyow if it was a fact that he had said that be was unable tv cunivol his young
men, and Manyow replied, “ Yes, it was so.”” The doctor then said, ** Well, you and
“ your old men go away quietly, and leave me to deal with your young men.” The
doctor said he would give them either one or iwo hours to clear out. “I'he interpreter
defined the time by pointing at the sun. Tmgandan, a minor chief—a young man
bad been interrupting during the greater part of the indaba; and he went away veryi
cheekily. He was offensive 1n his manner. '

We waited from two hours to two hours and a half. Some were saddled up and
some got the order at the end of that time. I wasin charge of the police ; there were
four or five of them. We left about 2.30 or 3, and rode along for about an hour. I
was in the rear. We took the right of the line and Captain Lendy went ont left in
front. The force was composed of Victoria Rangers, burghers, and police. I heard
firing in front of the line. We wentin column of half-sections, when the firing began,
and as we gob up they exterded. The bugle sounded, * commence firing.”> There was
one shot fired before the trumpet sounded. I could not say from which direction the
shot came. I am perfectly sure I heard a shot fired before the trumpet went. I could
not say from which direction the shot came. I cannot locate sound, as I am deaf in
one ear. The shot was cerfainly fired before I heard the trumpet. He might bave
sounded “commence firing” wore than once. I do not know who was trumpeter.
My impression is, it was Weal. He is probably in Victoria now. Mr. Vigers would
know. We were then in an extended line. 'We were slightly in rear, on the right. I
was riding close to Captain Lendy, when I myself first saw the BMatabele. They were
running away, and we were pursuing them. We got within 200 or 300 yards. That
was the closest I saw at any time. We were cantering, dismounting, shooting, and so
forth. I did mot see any natives actually drop to a shot, but I saw them on the
ground, dead. I saw about four or five. It is impossible to estimate how many thero
were killed. I do not think there were as many as 30. I saw nothing of a sick
Induna being carried. I never heard of it, until you mentioned it now. I never saw
or heard anything of natives asking for quarter, and being refused. ¥rom my
knowledge of the Matabele, I should say, they are not in the habit of asking for
quarter. This would not apply to the Maholes (serfs). Personally I saw no show of
resistance. Captain Fitzgerald, however, told me a man jumped up, out of the grass,
and shot at him. He shot him dead. I have no means of saying what the Matabele
were doing when we overtook them, as I was quite in the rear. There were some cattle
about. I first saw them just before the “ cease firing " sounded. I believe they were
driven in. I do not know whom they belonged to. It appeared to me that the cattle
were driven away by the natives we attacked. The appearance of those who ran away,
and those who were shot, was that of young men—Majakas. A 1ajaka is a young
unmarried warrior, a generic name for soldier. I have no means of saying, who fired
the first shot. All I know is, I heard a shot fired before I heard the ¢ commenco

firing ” sounded.
(Signed) T, A, CHALK,
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Enclosure 3.

VICTORIA. L

FIRST DAY.

————

13tk June 1894.
Seventeenth Witness.—Perer Forresrany, Trooper in B. S. A. Company’s Police.

“Was at Victoria last July, was there faring. Had been in the Gompany’s police
before. Was farming four miles west of Victoria, the time before the impi came.
Tirst I saw of them was Sunday the 9th. My herd told me the Matabele were
clearing off with my catile. There were over 1C0 head, I lost 50. They were split
in two lots by the Matabele. I caught up one lot and demanded them back, and
said I would get the Induna to give them back, if fhey were not returned. They then
returned about 50. The-others I never saw. While I was away from the kraal, five
Matabele came there and killed my B3ashuna herd. The others ran away inio the
hills. I saw the boy lying dead, stabbed in two places. The other boy was a Swauzi,
and they did not touch him. I +wentinto Victoria at once. On my way I met large
parties of Matabele, close to the town, and found the town in a state of excitement.
I attached myself to the Police for duty, and was with them when Dr. Jameson
arrived. I was one of the five men who went out to tell the Matabeleto put down
their arms before coming to the indaba. They asked why they should while we were
armed. We replicd that white men, on going to see Lobengula, had to go unarmed.
They eventually did so. About 20 to- 30 followed us o the fort gates. I was present
at the Indaba. T remember tbe doctor spoke to Manyow, as to why they came
in, and Umgamdan tried to interfere several times. The doctor told him he
was only speaking to Manyow, as ke was the Chief. The doctor told Manyow
that he had heard his young men were unruly, refusing to give up cattle, &ec.
He told him he could leave the young men if they did not want to listen, and
he (Manyow) could .go home. Then he eventually told him, he would give him
an hour to be on his way towards the border. Mr. Napier, the interpreter, pointed
at the sun %> express one hour. I am quite clear he said to be on s way
towards the border. At that time the Matabele Impis iere all round the town.
The doctor got up then. The Chief sent in to ask him where the border was.
The doctor told him they knew. That was all. We then came in the fort. We
waited nearly two hours, and then went out under charge of Captain Lendy. That
was sometime in the afternoon. I wasin the rear. The burghers wers marched out
first. We weni oub at. a walk, out amongst the hills about four miles. There was
firing in front. - We all went forward. When I got up there were not many Matahele
10 be seen. The ground was very broken Kaffir land—rice fields with deep furrows.
I do not think I saw more than 10 while we were advancing. I saw two shot. T gob
up -about 200 to 300-yards up to them. I never saw anyome (Blatabele) nearer than
100 yards. My impression is when the firing began, there were .a few single shots,
and -then the firing became general. I do not know that any turned.round and showed
fight. I did not see any. I was too far behind. They were armed with guns—some
of them—and all that I saw had shields and assegais. In the beginning I was too far
behind to tell what the Matabele were doing when we first came up with them. After
the retreat sounded, we were much scattered. I was on the right flank with Mr.
Napier. We went towards Makoombi’s kraal. We saw a lot of Matabeles there all
round the kraal, apparently attacking it. Mr. Brabant was with me. Both the
Posselts, and Mr. Geer and Stead. I heard shots from the kraal, not Martini shots
but blunderbuses. I suppose those shots were fired by Mashunas defending themselves
against the Matabele. This was soon after the retreat sounded. There were about
10 of us. Wihile looking atb the natives about 100 Matabeles came out.behind some rocks,
just in front«of us. : We were moving towards the kraal. They then turned to the left
through some bush. We had some shots at them, but did not follow, as we heard the
retive sound again. 'Wie fired two long range shots at the Matabele while they were
attacking Makoombi’s kraal. It was almost 1,000 yards. I then rode with a message

A

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.



31

from- Captain Napier to Captain Lendy to tell him the Matabole were atbackine
Makoombi’s. Captain Napier soon followed me and we all went to Makoombi’s, but
the Matabele had all gone then. The Mashuras came out of the kraal, and were ’very
glad that we had driven the Matabele away. We rested a few minutes there, and then
returried to camp. I never saw anything to give me the idea that the Matabele oven
asked for quarier. ‘We came up with several head of cattie when we were advancing.
They looked to mie as if they bad been in the possession of the Malabele, and were left
behind in their retreat. I saw no Matabele resisting. Those we saw were, I think, ihe
rearguard in charge of Umgandaun, who when he left the camp, certainiy eave us the
idea he meant to fight. °

Before the doctor came down I had been sen$ in charge of two men to find any
stray Matabele to fake a message to Manyow, to tell him the white Induna was
coming down, and that he wished to ses him. I came across about 50 getting grain
from a kraal near here. All ring-kops and armed. They would not listen when I asked
them to come down. And I galloped round the kopje to cut them off. They sat
down with their vifies in their hands. I gave my message. They said I would have
to go on to the Chief. I eveniually persuaded them io take the message themselves.
I am quite clear in my recollection as to what the Doctor said to them, about giving
them an hour to be on their way. It never cccurred to me that they were given an
hour to cross the border as that wculd have been an impossibility. I never heard that
construction put upon it. We tnought we were going to be attacked that nighi.

(Signed)  Perer FoRRESTALL.

SECOND DAY.

12¢h June 1894.
Eighteenth Witness.—AnrTHur Wooprorp Breok, faraer, near Victoria.

- Was.on my farm in Victoria last July. Three and a half miles from Victoria north-
wards. I remember the Matabele impi coming on the 9th July, Sunday morning.
My Mangwato boy told me they were coming. About 200 came to my house. I sent
boy to see where the eattie were. He did not gofar when he was seized. I took him
away from them. Told them he was a Margwato, and told Chief to leave my cattle alone.
The Chief was Umgandan. Shortly after I saw my cattle being driven away about a
mile off across the mver. I iold the Chief to. send after them: He sent a boy, but
did not bring them back. T went after them myself with the boy, and got them back
about three miles from the house. On the way I had great difficulty in preventing
them from 1aolesting my boy. I got those cattle back. About half my herd. On
returning I found the Chief was gone and the remainder of the cattle I had left
behind. I have never got them back, except one bull. I came into town the
noxi day, Monday. On the way I found the body of a Mahole boy who had been
working for me. That same day I went with Captain Lendy and about 20 men
to try and get the cattle back. The Chief admitted he had my -cattle, and
would - send them back, but they never came: I then stayed in camp as a
volunteer. I was mounted in the fort square while the indaba was going on.
I could not hear what passed. About an hour or more after, we started off under
Captain Lendy. We were in half sections. I was in front, and afterwards in the
advance guard. Theadvance guard was sent out after we had gone out about 1} miles.
There wére six of us. Kennelly (the late Adjutant) was in charge. Gloag, myself,
Campbell, Davis and another. I am not quite certain Davis was there.* We went
about two miles further, and saw about 50 or 60 Matabele. We all saw them about
the same time, about a quarter of a mile off. We could hardly count them. There
wore a few stragglers and then a lump of them. The stragglers were joining the
others. They were coming from the south to the north. They were not hurrying
theinselves. I remember two stoppiug and turning round. Xennelly sent back Gloag
to tell Captain Lendy we had sighted 50 Matabele, as he reckoned. I heard him tell
Gloag. We were out of sight of the column, about 500 or 600 yards in front. We
halted. Gloag came back and told us we were to commeance firing. He told that to
Kennelly. Gloag was very excited. He shouted as be came along that we were to
commence firing, but we waited until he got up to us. By that time tho party of

* He was not.~F.J.N.
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Matabele had rounded a small kopje in front of us, so we had to gallop some distance
to sight them again. This was after the order was received to commence firing, but
before any shot was fired. When we sighted them, Kennelly sent three one side of the
kopje, and he, myself, and Gloag. the other side. We came in sight again, and they
disappeared behind the rocks. It gave me the idea they were taking up a position.
Then two showed up on a paddy field, right up against the kopje, and we all dismounted.
Kennelly was the first to fire, and I was next. Kennelly fired the first shot. There
was some shooting the other side, about the same time. ‘I'here were three or four
shots, I should think, and I do not see how they could all have been fired by our men.
Some might have been fired by the Matabele. I did not see the Matabele fire any
shots. I did not see the Matabele fire at all, but I was on a very bad horse, and when
the main body came up,I was soon left behind. I only saw two men shot; almost
immediately after we fired first. T'he main body came up, and we all advanced at a
gallop. The Matabele refived. I6 would have been quite easy to have stopped and
shown fight. I think if they fled, it was more to draw us on to the main body, the
big impi, which was at Magamoli’s. There was one Matabele who was hidden in the
grass. He got up right amongst us. There were about six of us together. Harris
was one, and I think Stokes. The Matabele was shot. He had a rifle, but did not
shoot. He was shot at once.

(The Bxtract marked B. read.)—That is an extract from a letter I wrote. I do not
think my estimate of the killed is correct. I think there were between 20 and 30
killed at the most. No doubt there were many more Matabele there than we first
sighted.

(Bztract ve quarter from Willoughby's letter read.)—I1 saw nothing that could make
me confirm that statement. I heard nothing. I was in the rest of the campaign and
aever heard them asking for quarter. I should say the incident described there is
improbable.

I saw nothing during the day commiited of a treacherous and cruel nature. Asa
member of that force on patrol, I do not consider that anything that was done on that
day was anything to be ashamed of. I saw some cattle on our return after the
“retire.” There were, I think, about 20 bullocks. They weve evidently being carried

away by the party we had attacked. My impression at the time was that those catfle
were 1n the possession of those men.

After the order to fire we must have ridden three or four miles. Some went much
further than the others.

By Mr. Caldicott.—I saw four dead Matabele. I estimate the dead at ahout 30, from

what I hear. I should not dispute the fact, as stated by Manyow, that there were only
nine killed.

(Batract read from B. re what Dr. Jameson said to Munyow about crossing the
border.)— That is only what I heard from others. 1 was not present at the indaba, and
do not adhere to that statement.

By Alr. Newton.-—I do not consider, from what I saw of the Matabele when we first
saw the party under Umgandan, that they were making a bond fide attempt to leave
the country as instructed previouvsly by Dr. Jameson.

(Signed)  A. W. Brook.
June 13th.
On previous outh :—
I saw nothing of a sick Matabele being carried by the others. Being ou the advance

guard I should probably have seen him, if he had been amongst the first lot. There
were several parties, but I saw no one being carried.

On our side of the kopje we were the first to fire. Kennelly fired the first shot.
That was the first shot fired in the day. On the other side of the kopje, I cannot say
which side fired first.

(Signed) A. W. Broox.

Nineteenth Witness—-Joux Somersgr Brasaint, Native Commissioner for Vietoria
District.

Was in Victoria last July. Was then sergeant in tho Victoria Rangers. On Sunday,
Oth July, I heard the Matabele were near, and in the afternoon I saw them coming inte
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the town. I know that during that week they raided the Mashunas all round the
town (in Zimundu’s district). They took the Mashunas’ cattle. They took between
50 and 60 of TForrestall’s cattle. They took Bezuidenhout's post cattle, and Brook’s
cattle, and some of the Civil Commissioner’s cattle.

On i.onday, the 17th, Dr. Jameson arrived. Everybody was there in laager in the
fort. Dr. Jameson sent me to warn the Chiefs, Manyow and Umgandan, that he
wanted to see them the next morning. I warned the Chiefs through some of their men.
The next day they came in with 200 or 300 men. The doctor then sent me to
tell tuem he only wanted the Chiefs, not all the men. The Chiefs were rather obstinate.
They eventually came in themselves. The doctor interviewed them. I was present. I
was not inte "preter. Napier was interpreter. I heard all that passed. I understand the
language perfectly. ‘The doctor asked Manyow who had sent him? Manyow said the
King had sent him. The doctor asked bim if the King had sent him to raid white
men’s cattle, and stab people. Manyow said, yes. The doctor said he was a liar.
Umgandan tried fo speak. "The doctor fold him to keep quiet as he was not head
Chief, but was mumbling and laughing the whole time. The doctor asked Manyovw,
* Can you keep your young men in control?” Manyow said, ““ No.” The Doctor said,
< Well, then, leave them behind, and I will manage them.” Meaning that Manyow him-
self was to go on, and if the young men would not go, the doctor would see after them.
He then told Manyow he would give him an hour to make a move over the border; and
Manyow asked him what he meant by the border ; and the doctor said he knew quite well
where the border was. He was to be on the move towards the border, not to be over the
border. The border is about 1S or 20 miles from here where they crossed. MMr. Napier
interpreted to him that he must get his men on the move within an hour. The
Matabele have not got hours. Napier poinied to ithe sun, and when it would be an
hour. JManyow understood that. It was simply impossible, and out of the question,
that Manyow and his impi should be across the border in an hour. It was not taken
that way by Manyow, or any of the others present. None of the Huropeans put that
construciion on it. There were only three of us there who thoroughly understood the
language—AMir. Napier, Mr. Read, and myself. Manyow went away, 1 am sure, clearly
understanding that he and his men had io be moving in an hour.

We waited about an hour and forty minutes, and then we went out along the road.
‘We rode about three miles out. 1 was riding in the third section, of which I had
charge. When the advance guard went out, my seclion became the second. I was
riding outside the line on the right. I had heen flanking and just joined the main
body again, when we sighted some Matabele. I saw them myswf. We all saw them
about the same time. We could see the advance guard moving on siowly, and the
natives moving on ahead of them. When we first saw the Matabele, they were taking
their time ; some of them-had been raiding, and were carrying grain, just coming
from a kraal. Umgandan was there too. I did not see any cattle with that lot. I
heard a shot fired from the Matabele. 1 saw it fired. It was on our right front. It
was just about the time the advance guard sent the message back. I think it was
Umgandan who fired the shot, because a riflc was picked up by the Makalakas after-
wards, which looked vory much like Umgandan’s, which I had seen before. He was
the only man I saw with a rifle that afternoon. It was a Martini. There wero
Matahele with rifles on the right, because I heard heavy firing from there. The shot
was fired just as Captain Lendy’s message to the advance guard was leaving. That
was Lhe first shot I heard or saw fired. After that we advanced in skirmishing order.
We found the Matabele. They were running between 200 or 303 yards, dodging in
the long grass. We advanced on the main body walking. e got within about 200
yards of tbem. The only shot I saw fired by the Matabele was the one above-mentioned.
I heard some of the Matabele say, “ Stand, why are we running ¥’ They continued to
retreat. On the right they stood and Captain Fitzgerald was nearly shot by onc of them
The * assembly ” then sounded, and we were coming back when we saw Makoowmbi’s
kraal besieged by them (the Matabele). We fired acouple of shots at 800 or 900 yards
to the right of the kraal. The Matabele rushed out of the kraal. We fired a couple
more at 600 or 700 yards, but none of them were hit. They ran off tc the right. We
went straight to Makoombi’s kraal. Affer we fired the first two shots the Matabele
left. The Matabele had been besieging that kraal for some time, and had had several
fights there. They had taken all the cattle. 'We then came back to camp. I myself
fully expected an attack on the Victoria laager that night, as Umgandan had said, as ho
was walking away from the doctor in the morning, “We must collect all our men and

u 838160, B

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.



s .
(‘“ )B’\.; o
4,48

‘5"»(11'iy<,>;‘ the white men out of this.” T heard him say that. I do not think Napier
or Reed heard him. I wasmounted, standing behind him.

When we first came upon the Matebele, L do not consider they were retiring as Dr.
Jameson had instructed them. From what Umgandan had said that day, and on
previous-occasions when I had to interpret, I think that he never meant to move at all.
‘When I saw them, they were coming from the left side, the south, where they had been
raiding ; and were moving north towards thé main body. There were about five or
six ab first, and' then there were more—bhetieen 30 and 40. 1t is hard to say how
many there were killed:: I only saw twe: I do not think there were as many as 30
killed that afternoon. I am quite ¢lear on the point thauv I saw a Matebele fire a
shot before Captain Lendy’s order to commence firing reached the advance guard. I
never saw anything like buck-shooting (ewtract from A. read), 1 do not believe it
occurréed. I eaw one man, Umgandan, himself with two bullets in him. He was
shot at about 300 yards. Sergeant Stead shot him. As he fired, he said : “T've hit
him.” ’

" (Batract from (Statement D.)letter, ‘< Captain Lendy then ordered . . . siw yards
away,” read.)—That is untrue; all the shots I saw fired by any of our men were
over 200 yards away. 1 never saw any potting at men 5 or 6 yards off.

(Purther extract, * The Matabele . . . been guven,” read.)}—Iknow nothing whatever
about that. Itis not alikely thing. A Zulu, especially a Matebele, will die fighting. Will
never ask for quarter. I never-heard of a Matebele asking for quarter. The attitude
described is not natural. A Kaffir would throw his arms away in token of submission.
That is my experience of what-a native would do, and has done in such a case. I have
known that happen in this lasé expedition. I have seen several throw their arms away
in token of submission. I didnot seeit on this occasion. Had the doctor not taken the
step he. did on that day, the Company might as well have withdrawn. Had he not
done anything, the general public would have taken it up. I consider all the acts of
the patrol on that day were entirely justifiable. They could not have been more
lenient. Besides driving away the Matabele as described, the patrol also relieved
Makoombi’s kraal, and saved the grain from ‘being barnt. )

The Matebele were not retiting ab all when we went after them. They were simply
dawdling about, waiting to see what would bappen next. Umgandan, I am certain,
wanted to fight and was hanging back. ‘ ‘

(Signed)  J. S. BraBixr,
- Native Commissioner.

t

"Tiventieth Witness.—WirtLiam Exsreey, Trooper in the British South Africa
Company’s Police.

Was in Victoria last July. I had been faiming- about 18 miles to the north of
Victoria. Early in July, about 30 Matabele came to my farm. I .asked what they
wanted. They said they had come to punish soime Makalakas for stealing the King’s
cattle. Dost of the Matabele were drunk from Kaffir beer, and were very impertinent,
asking for presents, looking into huts, and asking where my boys were. 1 pointed out
my cattle, which they did not touch. They left; and went to a kraal near. Thero one
of my boys an old Makalaka turned up. They stabbed him, aud killed him. They
killed another man that night, the head mdn of the kraal. That same night Brook and
‘Wallace came out and warned me, and I came into camp, where I found everyone in
laager. I was attached to the police and stayed in the fort. I was one of the escort
who went out fo stop the Matebele coming to the indaba with their arms. They left
their arms bebind when they weie told. I was present at the indaba. I heard
Dr. Jameson tell them to be on the move towards the border within-an hour’s time. I
never heard it said that he told them to be across the border within an hour. Thab
would be an impossibility. It i8 from 20 to 25 miles off.

After the indaba, about tivo hours, we went out, I was one of the patrol. I was
almost the rear half section with the police. About four miles out, I heard a couple of
shots, two or three. I just saw the smoke, just in front. I could not see who fired
the shots. They were rifle shots. The smoke was almost 500 yards or more. Then
the firing became general. We all raced up, and advanced. I saw no Matebele hefore
the shots were fired. We were left in the rear. I only saw onc Matebele lying down,
that was Umgandan, who was shot. I saw two others running. I saw -another body
afterwards. When the bugle sounded; T was with Captain Lendy, and the others
straggled back. Umgandan wis shot il two places. C

(Signod)v J. 'W. EKSTEEN.
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THIRD DAY.

P

o4 DRI
13tk June 1824

Twenty-first Witwess.~~Roserr McCoxitick Stroviy, Sergeant in British

‘ South Africa Company’s Police.

Was 1o Victoria last year. 'Was trooper in the police. ‘I'he Matabele impi came
hers Sunday 9th . July, was all round the town. I was one who accompanied:Captain
Lendyto interview Manyow, and those with him, T was one of Dr. Jameson’s-escort
ab the indaba. T heard what happened. I heard the doctor tell them he would give
them an hour to be or: the move towards the border. T thiuk jt was Mr. Napier who
interpreted. I am certain that was what he said. He gave .fhem an hour to leave.
We remained here in the yard for an hour and forty minutes, then we went out to see
where the Matabele were. The police were in the rear. I was in the last section. I did
not see the start of the affair atall. I heard several single shots fired. Then the firing
began generally. I was not in front fo be able to see the Matabele, when they were
first seen by our party. We rode out afterwards. When I saw them first, they were
scattered all over the place. Tt is difficult to say how many there were. 1 should say
there were 200 or 300. I got to within about 400 yards. They were moving off towards
the kopjes. We did not know if they were going to fight in the kopjes or clear away.
I did not see any shot. I saw some of thein after they were shot. Only about three.
I did not see any shoot back. I did not see any cattle. I did nob see any Matabele
being carried by the others. Ido net know how many were killed. I do not think more
than 20, not quite that either. ,

(Signed)  Roserr C. Strovas.

Twenty-second Witness.—Averep Drew, Clerk to the Resident Magistrate, Victoria.

Was in Victoria last July m that capacity. T was here on Sunday the 9th July, and
wenb out with Captain Lendy that afternoon. We met about 100 of them about 200
vards from the barracks and close to the hospital. They said in reply to Captain Lendy
that they were following Mashunas. They stayed in the neighbourhood for the
following weck. ‘ -

I remember Dr. Jameson coming here. I was senbt cut with Brabant and some
others to bring in the Indunas. We told them to lay down their arms before coming
in. They did not do it very willingly, but did eventually. N

I was present at the iudaba. I understood what took place through the interpreter.

I remember Dr. Jameson telling them they would: have to make a move towards the
border within an hour ; I am sure he said that. The interpreter izdicated by the sun
what an hour was. He did not say they must-be across by a sertain time. Dr.
Jameson said an hour. And the interpreter franslated it by pointing to the sun. I
never heard at the time such a construction put upon it, that they were to be across
the border within an hour. I have heard of 1t since through the papers.

Just before the doctor told them they would have to clear out, he asked Manyow
whether it was true that he had lost control of his young men. He said it was. The
doctor told him he had better clear out with Iis old men, and he (the doctor) would
look after the young ones.

Umgandan was a young man. He seemed to interrupt pretty often.

I was attached to the police. About two hours after the indaba, we rode out. I
was in the reat of the column. The fivst shots fired wore distinet and separate. There
were two or three shots fited before the bugle sounded. I do not know who fired the
firstshot. It was said at the time it was Umgandan. I did not see it. When I oot
up to the frout there were only two or three Matabele to be seen. They were about
500 yards off. .I got to wheie Captain Lendy was and heard him give the order to
“ cease fire ” and “ assembly.” That was about five minutes after the first shot was
fired. I-do not know how many men weie killed. T thought at the time aboug 20,
Ionly saw about four or fivelying dead. I only saw about a dozen Matabele seattered
about during the pursuit. N

J O
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No horsemen hardly to he seen. We were in the rear of the column, on bad horses.

I think Eksteen and Chalk were with me.
(Signed) Avrrep Drew.

Twenty-third Witness.—Maxooxrr, Mashuna Chief.

We were at our kraals, perfectly satisfied with the white men, who told us to plough,
&c., when the Matebele came down and attacked us saying: “ We don’t want you to
“ be mixed up with the white men, or to plough anywhere near them.” They came
down and surrounded my kraal, taking my cattle and women and children. This was
in July. On the day the white men went out, the Matebele had surrounded my kraal.
There were between 30 and 40. It is hard to tell the number. We could not see them
all. They retired from the kraal as soon as the white men fired the shots. That was
about 3 to 4 o’clock in the afternoon. The Matebele then cleared cut and ran away.
No, they never came back again. They had come from Magamoli’s, where they had
their scherms built. T'hey had been to Mazibibis kraal as well. The Matebele kiiled
three of my people, and wounded three. There were nine females, women and girls,
taken away.

The Matebele were at my kraal on that afternoon, saying: “Come out, we want to
kill you.”

The killing of men and carrying off of women took place the day they arrived in the
country. The women have never come back. 'They are in Madlodhly’s district, near
the Insinda.

My kraal is on a store kopje, and the Matebele were besieging it on the day the
white men went out. My kraal is close to the place where the white men pursued the
Matebele. We could see the white men from my kopje.

There were only three proper Matebele shot, Umgandan and two others. The
others were dogs. I heard there were about 20 of them killed. I saw four dead

bodies.
his
Maxoomsr +
mark,
Witness,

J. S. Brapast.

Enclosure No. 4.

PALAPYE.

18tk June 1894.

Twenty-fourth Witness.—WiLtiay  Ciarces Wistouenny, Missionary of the London
Missionary Socicty, at Palapye.

I do not know the actual writer of the letter, and have never known his name. And
I cannot honourably furnish the name of the man who showed it me. I saw part of
the original letter, and am absolutely cerfain it was a genuine letter. I am under the
impression it was a family letter, certain portions of which probably were passages which
it was undesirable for an outsider to see.

(Batract read from the Itev. W. Willoughby's letter, vre Dr. Jameson ordering 1mpi
across bord . )—I have no doubt that was the cxpression in the letier; although the
distance to the frontier wus probably not mentioned. 'The whole of the account in my
letter is taken down from memory, after hearing the letter read. I listened with the
object of making mnotes. I road parts of it myself, Very much of the language
probably closely resembles that of the lettor.
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(frwtract about “ quarter” read.)—That remark is taken from the letter, and I made it
the more readily because of other information received from other sourcos, for instance,
the plea of the Chiefs to Lobengula, mentioned in the preceding paragraph, when he
charged them with allowing their men to be shot down without offering resistance. I
have lived much amongst natives worse than the Matebele. I have no experience as
Lo giving quarter by natives in war; except that I heard that when Khama's fought
Selika’s, he gave quarter. The attitude described of the Matebele warrior is taken
from the letter. If there is u passage which closely resembles the language of the
letter, it i1s that one. "

Re statement from Matebeleland (previous paragraph oi Willoughby's letter). I
think—I am sure, I heard that from Natives, or from white men from Mateheleland.
I took a great deal of trouble to verify all I said. No one writing from here on that
date (16th October) could have sent more carefully—acquired information than I did.
Had I been seeking to send sensational news there was plenty here I could have for-
warded ; buf it was not sufficiently authenticated I counld not give the name of the
Chief in command, but I heard it at the time. I heard nothing more than what is said
there as to the shooting of the sick Induna.

I know nothing more of the Victoria aftfair than what I have said on the 16th
October. Now I can reconcile two contradictory statements about the entraunce of the
impi into the town. Tkey entered the township according to map, but not according
to actual buildings. The information I had abous their not entering the town was from
Native sources. The Europeans probably meant within the boundaries of the township
according to a map.

(Signed)  W. C. WiLLouGHupy.

Pwenty-fifth Witness.—Joity Syt Moerar.

(Bstract, ve quaifer, read.)—1T think a Matebele might ask for quarter. In dealing
with white men, it is likely. I cannot say they would adopt that attitude as deseribed.
I think they would put up their hands. I have seen a Maicbele, when pursued, turn
round and hold up his hands, to show he had nothing. I do not think a Matebele
would give quarter. I think he would ask for it from a white man ; he would believe in
a white man’s willingness to spare him.

The capture of cattle, as between two tribes, is cerfainly a declaraiion of war. The
capture of white men’s cattle and keeping it by Matebele would also be so. The
Matebele would think himself liable to be fired upon, and open to veprisals.

(Signed)  J. S. Morrar.

Enclosure 5.

From Newrox, Special Commissioner, Victoria Inquiry, to W. S. Basrar, cfo Ch.
Southey (to be forwarded), Culmstock, Middleburg Road.

23rd. Have just returned from Victoria. Am still getting evidence where possible
on Victoria incident. I should be much obliged if you could give me your evidence,
either personally or by affidavit sworn before a magistrate. I should be glad, if you
would state what you know as to what passed at indaba on 18th J uly before patrol
went out, when Doctor Jameson warned Manyow, and also the full account of the
patrol under Captain Lendy, especially on following points: What were Matabele
doing when hostilities actually commenced? Who fired the first shot? Did Matabele
resist? Did you see them fire back? Was quarter asked by any Matabele to your
knowledge and refused. Did you see anything of a sick Induna being carried, and
alleged to have been shot? I think an affidavit dealing with these points would be
sufficient. Will you post it to me at Vryburg?

F. J. Newron.
E 3
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Before me, Cuarres Sovrney, Justico of Peace, appeared WiLuiam 8. Basranrp, who
being duly sworn says : —

On July 18th, 1893, the Matebele impi, about 2,000 in number, were encamped about
nine miles from Victoria, and were besieging a Mashuna kraal, called Makoombi’s.
Dr. Jameson had the previous day sent out fo them, to request the leading Indunas to
come in and interview bim. At about 10 am. on the 18th July, the Indunas and
about 20 fullowers were seen approaching : they were escorted by the police just ontside
Fort Victoria, the Matebele having left their arms in the veldt. Dr. Jameson asked
them what they were doing in the white men’s country. They replied that they knew
of no border between the countries, and that they bad been sent out by their King,
Lobengula, in order to punish the Mashunas for stealing the King’s cattle, but that
their King had instructed them, not to harm the white men. Dr. Jameson replied,
that they were liars; the King bad not sent them. and they were to leave the country
at once, and if they did not leave, his young men would drive them; and finally gave
them one hour to leave the country. Dr. Jameson then got up and the indaba was
over. As the Matebele were dispersing, Mr. Brabant heard the Induna, second in
rank, Umgandan, say, < We must drive them.” Orders were shortly afterwards given
for all available mounted men to get ready for active service. Thirty-eight men m all
were mustered. And one hour and forty minutes afier notice was given, the party
rode off, in the direction of Makoombi’s kraal, under the leadership of Captain Lendy.
‘I'he column procecded at a walk by half sections, and proceeded for about one hour
and a half, when Sergeant Kennelly with a section of four men was sent forward as an
advance guard, keeping in front of the main body about 500 ysrds. The Matehele
when first seen, about 60 in number, were in small pariies, some were sitting down at
the foot of a kopjie, and others were driving on towards Makocmbi’s 10 oxen branded D,
belonging to a transport rider, called Dunscombe. Immediately they were sighted,
Captain Lendy gave tie ovder to commence firing, which was sounded on the bugle.
The main body commenced to charge, and the advance party commenced firing. I was
riding near Sergeant Fitzgerald, and saw a Matabele fire steadily at him, at 50 yards,
giving him a narrow escape. The men were at this time very much scattered, and a
dropping fire was going on in different divections, when Captain Lendy caused the
“ cease firing” and * assembly 7 trwsound, and the affair was over.

T neither saw nor heard of a Blatebele asking for quarter. Nor did I see or hear,
any reporc of a sick Induna having been shot, which report I believe to be wholly
false.

(Signed)  W.S. Basrarp.

Before me,

Cuarces Souvtney, J.P.

Enclosure No. 6.
From Newroy to Serrckney, Victoria.

27th.—Many thanks for sending on things, and all your trouble. I am anxious to
get evidence of Weil, employed at Mashonaland Agency. He was trumpeter to patrol
at Victoria on 18th. "Will you ask him to make a statement by affidavit before you as
to what he saw; heard, and did on thab occasion, and particularly -on following
questions :~—Who fired first shot? Did he hear shot fired before « Commence ﬁring‘"
was sounded? Did he sound ““ Commence firing” more than once? Who was with
Captain Lendy when he gave the order? Ploaso send -copy of this telegram and
of Weil’s statement to Caldicott. I have iniormed him I am asking you to do
this.

F. J. Niwrox,

[ ——

Trom ACTING ADMINISTRATOR, Salisbury, to Newros, Vryburg,

10th.— Your wire received. Weil's statement as follows :—

I, Mansel Edge Weil, of Victoria, in the territory of Mashonaland, make oath and say as
follows: (1) I am at present in the employ of the Victoria District Gold Minin g Company
at Fern Spruit.  (2) On the 18th July last year, when the Matebele were raiding in the
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neighbourhood of Victoria, I was in the service of the British South Africa Com
as forester, and was present ab the interview Dr. Jameson had with the Indun

L8

5,

pany
as on

that date. (3) I have a fair knowledge of the Matebele laneuace. I heard Manyow
asked by Dr. Jameson if it was true that be had losé control of Iis young men. Man-
yow replied that such was the case. Dr. Jameson then told him, he had bettor clear
with his old men and he (Dr. Jameson) would look after the young ones. Dr. Jameson
finally told them that he would give them one hout to make A move in the direciion of
the border, the interpreter indicating by the sun what an hour was. The Indunas
then left, Umgandan, who had been insolent throtighoui the interview assuming a
threatening attitude as he went away. (4) Ii was fully two hours after the depm‘?urc
of the Indunas that the pairol under Captain Lendy left to see that Dr. Jameson’s
orders had been obeyed. I was with the patrol as trumpeter. Aboub three miles from
camp I heard shots fired ahead, and immediately two or three of the advance cuard
returned and reported having seen 2 number of Maiebele and having been fired ?q)on.
The patrol at once cantered un to the advance guard and firing then commenced on
both sides, our men becoming scattered in all dircctions. T did not hear Captain
Lendy give the order to ** commence firing,” nor did I sound it. Captain Lendy and
myself, with two or three of the police who were in the rear of the patrol, remained
near the spot where the firing commenced. As far as I can remember the police wero
Drew, Stroyan, and Ghalk. T remember receiving the order to sound the ¢ Cease fire ”
and *“ Assembly *” from Captain Lendy, two or three minuies after the firing commenced.
1 sounded continuously for about five minutes; in that time ihe men assembled, and
we returned to camp. (5) I did not think at the time that more than a dozen Matcebele

were shot:

Sworn before me at Victoria this 30th day of June 1894.
(Signed) J. A. Sereckrey,

Acting Resident Magistrate.

Enclosure No. 7.

Lisr or Pareor.

(Signed) M. E. WeaLe.

Dead. Witnesses. t Ab<ent.
Lendy, Captain R.A. (in com- Brabant, J. 8., Sergeant, Victoria Rangers. Behan.
mand. Brook, Velunteer. Bezuidenhout.
Dillon, B.'S. A. Co. Poiice. Chalk, T. A., Colour-Serzeant B. S. A. Co. . Brown.
Fitzgerald, Sergeant and Acting Police. Campbell.
Adjutant B. S. A. Co. Police.  Drew, A., attached to Police, clerk. Clark.
Judd, Volunteer. Eckstein, J. W, Volunteer farmer. Davis.
Kirton 2 Forestall, P., Volunteer, farmer. Dreyer.
Robertson ,, Gloag, K, Corpora , Vietoria Rangers. Dunn.
Welby " » Kenuelly. W. P., Sergeant, Victorin Rangers,  Durden, B. S. A. Police.
contractor. . Everard.
Lloyd, X K., Corporal, Viciorin Rangers, ' furris.
' hotel-kecper. Harrell.
Napier, W., Capiain, Volunfeer, merchant. Tong.
. Neal, Volunteer, prospector. Long, L.
Posselt, H., Volunteer, farmer. Nochans.
Stater J. A., Volunteer, auctioneer. . Omatra.
Stokes, il. L., Volunteer, Manager Mashona-  Stead.
Jand Agency. . Stoddart.
. Stroyan, B Me., Inspector, B.S. A. Co. Police.  Swan.
Weir, . W., Volunteer, merchant. Wallace.
. Ware.
5 Evidence on Aflidavit. { Williams.
; Bastard, J. S., Voluntecr. f Doubtful,
Weale, M. X., Volunteer, ‘[rumnpeter, foresier,
B.S. A.Co. . Viljoen.

’ McGeer.

T T s gt M0t o ot o0 W B mmst

Enclosuire No. 8.
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Enclosure No. 9.

Sveoian Issur of the MasuoNavaxp Tives containing full Particulars of tho latest
Maraserr Ram.

e e - —— e et ¢ r———
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Price 1Is. Victoria, Thursday, July 20th, 1893. Price 1s.
CONTENTS.
The Topic of the Week - 1. Public Meeting - - 7
Victoria under Arms - - 2, 3. Our Fighting Strength - 8.
Garrison Orders - - 4, 5,0. Advs.* - - - 9,10.

Topic of the Waek.

Space forbids any lengthy statement as to the present aspect of the Matabele question
Our opinions, fully expressed as far back as September last, have, from then until now,
been repeatedly ridiculed by our Salisbury contemporary. Eight months ago, we
stated what is now proved true, namely, that the Matabele would daily become more and
more impertinent, with the result that during the last week they have taken some
hundreds of caftle frcm the white man, first, in many instances, killing the Makalanga
herds thai were in charge. The presence of such a large body of natives as has
recently been in the vicinity naturally causes alarm, while the loss of Makalanga
servants, who promptly leave at the first prospect of trouble, means, at the least, mines
shut down, and business at a standstill. From a statement made by the Administrator
and published on another page, it will be seen that our opinions are now shared by both
the Chartered Company as well as the public. Bvents bave proved whether the
credence placed in our statements by down-country journals has been * misplaced.”
To quote a favourite expression of the Editor of the Herald, he has certainly this time
completed “ the reductio ad absurdum,” of the whole question.

VICTORIA UNDER ARMS.

From the time when the British South Africa Company’s force firsi entered Mashona-
land, Matabele “ scares,” have been of frequent occurrence. Within the last 10 days,
Victoria has been in a state which, to a stranger, would appear to imply that there was
something more in the air than the usual rumour. On Sunday the 9th instant, there
appeared 1 the neighbourhood of Victoria, an impi of Matabele, the numbers of which
are vaviously reported at anything between three and six thousand. T'o commence the
story at the beginning, about a month ago, a small party of Matabele made a raid on
Bara’s kraal, situated about 14 or 15 miles to the North-west. Captain Lendy, R.M.
of the district, immediately left with a party of police, and interviewed the maraudess,
who then informed him tbat it was Lo Bengula’s intention to send a large impi to
thoroughly wipe out the Makalangas, whom the King accuses of crossing the Matabele-
land border about 25 miles west of Victoria, and stealing cattle from outlying Matabele

osts. Captain Lendy gave the ieader of this party a letter to Lo Bengula, and on the
Sth instant, received a reply, forwarded from Bulawayo by runners to Palapye, aud
thence by telegraph, stating that although a strong party was to be despatched to punish
these Makalangas, the Induna in charge had strict instructions not in any way to molest
{he white man or to touch his property.

On Saturday, farmers in the neighbourhood saw the Makalangas running in all dirce-
tions driving their cattle to the mountains. On Sunday afternoon, Vietoria was
disturbed from its accustomed sleepy condition by the arrival of Natives sceking
protecticn from their enemies the Matabele. In the vicinity, within a milc of camp,
might he seen small wandering parties on the watch for the fleeing Makalanga, while,
in the distance, the rising smoke proclaimed that the raiders had adopted their usual
coursge of wholesale destruction, burning kraals, crops, and all else that came in their way.
But a few minutes had elapsed before the Resident Magistrate with a party of police
had interviewed the parties near the camp. One and all told the same tale, that their

* Not. prinfed,
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Induna would come in next morning with a lettor from the King which would oxplain
all. ‘Under the circumstances, it. seemed that something more than mere explanation
was wanted. Taking into consideraiion the proximity of the Matabele and their largo
numbets, as learnt from the reports of the fugitives, Captain Lendy wisely determined
to have everything iu réadiness in case of attack. Gatling and Maxim guns were
mounted, and everything that could be was dene. Messrs. Forrestall, Dunstablo,
Brooks, and many others reported loss of cattle. Volunteers in readiness all night.

Monday.—=Kraals burning all round during night. Captain Lendy with 26 men rode
out to Matabele ; about nine miles away fell in with a party of some hundreds ; leaders
stated that their “ boss” Induna had gone“into-cainp with letter. On return Lendy
saw Induna, who produced letter from Lo Bengula, requesiing resident magistrate to
give up Makalakas who had stolen cattle. Lendy said would do so afier propor trial.
Induna left promising to send back white men’s cattle. TFugitive Makalakas clearing
through camp, a good number found assegaied around camp.

Tuesday.—Patrols and guards all day and night. Kraals still burning. Burghers
held meeting and elected officers (sce page 44).

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday.—Prospectors and farmers come in from all parts. On
parade Lendy states that men are turning out smarter on sound of alarm. Everyone
sleeps at his post.

Saturday.—Various rumcurs afloat. Everyone wants to fight, and anxiously waiting
for Dr. Jameson.

Sunday.—Rev. Sylvester, as military chaplain, holds service after paradc for inspec-
tion of arms. The rev. gentleman stood on ammunition cases, and said that the sons
of Ham would all be cleared out. Te considered the Chartered Company had not
quite forgotten its duty, it had left vs four walls to get behind. Cricket maich in
afternoon.

Monday.—Dr. Jameson-and Licutenant Napier arrived. Everybody surprised and
pleased at the doctor’s attitude. Sergeant Chalk left with escort to inform the
Matabele that * the great White Chicf ordered their Indunas to come to an indaba.”
Fellows cheer the Officer Commanding every opportunity. Everyone full of military
ardour. Mounted troop of 50 men inspected.

Tuesday.—-The Administrator’s action successful. Matabele indunas arrive. Dr.
Jameson asks no question, -simply: tells them to clear within an hour or he will make
them. One Induna remarkably imperfinent. Two hours later mounted party under
Lendy ride after Matabele ; fall in with about 150 of the enemy who promptly clear,
30 being killed, including the impertinent Induna ; no white man killed or wounded.

Wednesday.—Dounted troop repert Matabeles cleared from neighbourhood.

Tue Covrany's Poricy.

Dr. Jameson informs us that, although no details of the Company’s intended action
can yet be published, he is now in communication with Lo Bengula, and that the
strongest measures will be taken to muke Lo Bengula understand that these impis
must now .cease .t0.come over our horder. Great satisfaction is felt at Dr. Jameson’s
action.

& - boais

Garnisoy ORDERS.

By Captain-C: F. Lexbt, Ofticer- Commanding.

Orderly Officer, Lieutenant Da1rs.
Orderly Sergeant, Sergeant SusMexs.

. Victoria, 11th July, 1893,

(1) All guards to fall in inside the Barrack Square at 11 p.m. daily. .

(2.) The volunteers will furnish a mounted patrol to-night, to leave camp at 3 a.m.,
and patrol from east to west n?rth of the hospital, returning 6.30 a.m.

(8.) The burghers still furnish a guard of éight men to he stationed at the
Umchekwe Drift, double sentries to bo posted and relieved evory two hours, also eight
men o be stationed at Umshagashi Drift. | o _
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V' (4.) In case of any unusual occuirence the non-commissioned officor in charge of |
guards will send one man to the Court House to report. Should theé alarin sound, men
will at once tako up positions allotted to them.
(Signed) I, Pr1zcErALD,
Acting Adjutant.

Victoria, 12th July 1893.

Orderly Officer, Lioutenant Brerr.
Orderly Non-commissioned Officer, Sergeant SyITi.

(1.) The police will find a mounted patrol to leave Camp at 11 p.m. and return at
2 a.m. ‘

(2.) The Volunteers will find patrol of four mounted men; parade 2 a.m.

(3.) The burghers will find gate guard of six men.

(4.) Reveille will be sounded at 6.30 a.m. unless the assembly and alarm be
previously sounded, in which case all will double to the fort and take up allotted

positions.
(5.) In case of alarm men wili take up positions without unnecessary noise or delay.
(6.) All dvtics to parade inside the Barrack Square.
(7.) After the sounding of the alarm no man will be allowed to leave the Barrack
Square without permission.
(8.) Parade for inspection of arms daily at 5 p.m., everyone to attend.

(Signed)  F. Frrzeerat,
Acting Adjutant.

Victoria, 13th July, 1893.

Orderly Officer, Lieutonant Dairs.
Orderly Non-commissioned Officer, Sergeant B. A. Stater.

(1.) Caution is hereby given to all under arms that on no account are their rifles to
ke loaded unless in face of the enemy, or by order of the officer commanding.

(2) The burghers will furnish for to-night a gate guard, consisting of one
non-commissioned officer and six men.

(3.) The Victoria Rangers will furnish a mounted patrol consisting of four men to
leave Camp at 3 a.m. and return at 6 a.m.

(Signed)  T. A. Cuark,
Acting Adjutant.

Victoria, 14th Juj7 [ 293.

Orderly Officer, Sergeant KENNELLY.
Orderly Non-coramissioned Officer, Sergeant J. V. WiLLiavs.

(1.) The police will furnish 2 mounted patrol of four men to parade at 11 p.m.

(2.) Tho burghers will furnish a-mounted patrol of four men to leave Camp at
92 a.m. and return at 6.30 a.m.

(8.) The Victoria Rangers will furnish a main guard of one non-commissioned officer
and six men to parade at 11 p.m.

(4.) Until further orders evorybody will sleep within the precincts of the Barracks.

(5.) The burghers will furnish a picquet of one non-commissioned officer and six
men to parade at 9 p.m.

(6.) Last post will sound at 11 p.m. by which time overy inhabitant must be iithin
the precinets of the barracl square. :
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(7.) There will be the usual parade for the inspection of arms and accoutrements
to-morrow at 5 p.m.
(Signed)  F. Frrzeerawp,
Acting-Adjutant.

After Order,

(1.) Any persons going sick will report themselves to their troop orderly non-
commissioned officer who will repert to the milibary surgecon (Dr. Lichfield) who will
attend.

Victoria, 15th July 1893.
Orderly Officer, Captain NEsBITT.
Orderly Sergeant, Sergeant P. H. Browx.

(L) The Victoria Rangers will furnish a mounted patrol ol four men to parade at
11 p.m. and return at 2.30 p.m.*

(2.) The burghers will furnish a mounted patrol of four men to parade at 2.30 a.m.
and retirn at 6.30 a.m.

(8.) The burghers will furnish a main guard for the night cousisting of one non-
commissioned officer and six men, and a - icket consisting of one non-commissioned
officer and six men. Picket to parade at Y p.m.

(4.) The police will furnish a patrol (mounted) to leave camp at 7 a.m.

(5.) Gunner Rixon is promoted to lance-sergeant from this date.

(6.) Captain Lord Henry Paulet having arrived, is taken on the strength, and
assumes command of the Volunteers.

(7.) The T.O. non-commissioned officers will see that all prisoners get blankets
and rations.

(8.) The O. non-commissioned officers will attend orderly room at 10 am.
daily.

(S{) Any man wishing to draw rations will parade in front of the orderly room
daily.

(10.) No man will be allowed to leave camp without permission from the officer
commanding.

(11.) Troopers Forrestali, Campbell, and Collyer, are detailed t6 assist Sergeant
Brabant in Native Contingent.

(12.) Until further orders first post will be sounded at 9.30 p.m. and last post at
10 p.m.

(Signed)  F. Firzcerarp,
Acting Adjutant.

By Captain F. C. Lespy, Officer Commanding.
Victoria, 16th July 1893.
Captain of the day, Captain NEsBITT-
Orderly Sergeant, Sergeant Firyix.

(1) The burghers will furnish a mounted patrol of four men to parade at 11 p.m.
and return at 2.30 a.m., and a mounted patrol of four men to parade at 2.30 a.m. and
return at 6.30 a.m.

(2.) The Victoria Rangers will furnish a main guard of one non-commissioned
officer and nine men to parade at 11 p.m. _ -

(Signed)  F. FirzcEravp,
Acting Adjutant.

Victoria, 17th July 1893.

Orderly Officer, Lieutenant Basran.
Orderly Sergeant, Sergeant KEeNsLLY.

(1.) The Victoria Rangers will furnish a mounted patrol of four men to parade at
11 p.m. and return at 2.30 a.m.

¢ Sic. gy. “a.m.”

I' 2
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(2.) The burghers will furnish a mounted patrol to parade at 230 a.m, and to

return at 6.30 a.m. ‘
(3.) The burghers will furnish a main guard of one non-commissioned officer and

nine men to parade at 11 pm.
(4.) Men who have been told oft fo horses are to hold themselves and horses in

readiness to leave at 2 moment’s notice: )
(Signed) F. ¥irzcerALp, .
Acting Adiutant.

Victoria, 18th July 1893.

Orderly Officer, Licutenant NaPpirr.
Orderly Sergeant, Sergeant McPuersox.

{1.) The burghers will furnish a mounied patrol of four men to parad¢ at 11 p.m
and to.return at 2.30 a.m.

(2.) The Victoria Rangers will furnish a mounted patrol of four mien to parade at
2.30 a.m. and to return at 6.30 a.m.

(3.) 'The Victoria Rangers will furnish a main guard of one non-commissioned officer
and nine men to parade at 11 p.n. : '

(4-) The Victoria Rangers will furnish a gate guard to paradé 2t 7 p.ii. until 9 p.m.

{8.) Men desiring to reccive rations are to give in their names to I'réoper Pease.at
the orderly room at 10.30 a.m. to-morrow. o
(Signed) F, FrrzgeraLp,

Acting Adjutant.

Victoria, 19th July 1893.
Orderly Officer, Licutenant Dairs. ‘ L
Orderly Sergeant, Sergeant . Syiza. 3

(1.) The Victoria Rangers will furnish a mounted patrol--of four men fo paride at
11 p.m. and to return at 2.30 a.m. : ] . :

(2.) The burghers will furnish a mounted patrol of four men fo pafade at 2.30"
and to rcturn at 6.30 a.m. oo

(3-) Sergeant Kenelly is promoted to be Acting Lieutenant of the right w..g
Victoria Rangers from date. Corporal Hurrell is promoted to be Acting Lieutenant
of the left wing of Victoria Rangers from date. Dr. Lichfield is appointed Surgeon
Major of the garrison from this date.

4.) No fires will be permitted within the compound; except in the camp kitchens.
No slops will be allowed to be emptied within the compound, except in the pails
provided for that purpose. No water is to be used from the tanks or barrels after
5 p.m.

; (5.) Corporals McPherson and Wynnstanley are promoted to sergeants from this
ate. 4
(6.) Fort Quartermaster Sergeant McHattie is appointed Garrison Fort Quarter-
master Sergeant and will attend stables. ‘ '
(Signed).  NEemw A. Swan, )
. E.8.-M., for Acting Adjutant.

Pusric MEeeTING.

A public meeting of the inhabitants of Victeria, and district, was held on Saturday
the 15th instant, in the Market Square. ' ‘

Mr. E. A. Slater, speaking from a waggon, gaid that the meeting had been called to
ask Dr. Jameson what protection farmers, prospectors, traders, and others might expect
from the Company. ‘The speaker said, that had not Captain Lendy acted ag he had;
we.might. all have been killed in a moment. (Here three cheers were given for Captain _
Lendy.) He trusted that on the arrival of Dr. Jameson all would support Captain Lendy.
They should ask for proper protection, and sco that they got it. He asked anyone who
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had lost cattle to come to the committee which would be formed, and prove their logs.
They must nof, be afraid to speak up. Ho also referred to the fact of certain
Makalangas being killed under our very eyes.

At this point it was proposed by Mr. Whiteman, and duly carried, that Mr. E. A.
Slater be chairman, which post he accepted.

Mr. J. Stoddart was called for to speak on behalf of the mining industry. Onrising,
he said it was impossible for them to lose their time at this, the dry seasomn of the year.
He maintained that the volunteers should be properly equipped, that the Company should
seo that their cattle were returned, and that the standing police force should be greatly
increased. My. Dunsterville, in course of a speech in which he occasionally wandered
from the subject, said that he believed the Company, under their Charter, was obliged
to keep up an efficient police force. He asked where they were. If this present state
of affairs was allowed to blow over, where would they get f~~d for their boys, or where
would they get their boys to work the mines. The fact ot the Matebele passing through
the camp was simply a challenge to the white man. They dared not do it, unless they
had permission from Lo Bengula. Dr. Jameson must settle the Matebele question at
once, now and for ever.

At the conclusion of meeting, three cheers were again given for Captain Lendy.

The following comprise the committee elected :—

E. A. Slater, Chairman.

J. Clarke (vepresenting ‘Traders).
Dunsterville (I'ransport Riders).
— Reed (Farmers).

— Swift (Mechanics).

— Hamilton (Secretary).

Tur Ficuring StaTE OF VICTORIA.

Commanding Officer, Captain C. T. Lendy, Resident Magisirate.

The Victoria Rangers.
Captain Lord Henry Paulet.

The Viectoria Burgher Force.
Commandant Judd.

iieutenant Napier.
Bastard.
Kennelly.
" Hurrall.
Paymaster, C. R. Vigers (Captain).

»

»

A. Troop.—Captain Nesbitt.
Lieutenant Weir, P. V.
» Slater, E. A.
B. Troop.—Captain Sampson.
Lieutenant Wynnstanley.

Surgeon-Major, J. W, Lichfield. ”» Harrison.
Chaplain, Rev. A. D. Sylvester. C. Troop.—Captain O. Dairs.
Acting Adjutant, F. Fitzgerald (Captain). Lieutenant.

R.S.-M., Neil A. Swan. ’ Purssell.

94 non-commissioned officers and men. ' 223 non-commissioned officers and men.

i

In addition to the above, arms have been served out to about 75 men, who are not
on the roster of ecither the volunteers or burghers. There are therefore about 400 white
men properly armed in camp. All trustworthy Cape Boys and Indians have also been
armed and placed under the command of Sergeani Brabant, the Court Interpreter. The
artillery troop, under Sergeant-Major Reid, who has had experience through the Zulu
War, is in charge of one Gatling and two Maxim guns. The horses in camp number 82.
A barbed wire entanglement has been made all round the fort, platforms built from
which men can fire over the walls, a hospital, attended by the three Victoria. Sisters and
Mother Clare, established ; all arrangements made for a proper food and water supply,
and the distances marked off in all directions round the fort by white flags. The police,
numbering seven men under Sergeant Chalk, have not had a whole night, or even half,
in bed during the last 10 days; and, while all have, we think, done their duty
willingly, the Officer Commanding, the Police, and the Adjutant, have certainly doue
the hardest work.

B3
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PART II.

CORRESPONDENCE

IN CONNEXION WITH

MR, PR J. NEWTON’S REPOR'.

e ——— i o s e e ———
T T T e TN TS T L AT

No. l.

Sz H. B. LOCH to the MARQUESS OF RIPON.*
(Received August 1, 1893.)

Government House, Cape Town,
My Lorp Marquess, July 12, 1893.

I nave the honour to enclose, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a
telegram from Dr. Jameson to Dr. Harris, on the subject of a raid by the Marabele near
Victoria.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  HENRY B. LOCH,
Governor and High Commissiouer.

Enclosure in No. 1.

Cory of Terreray from Dr. Jamesox, Salisbury, to Dr. Hareis, Charter, Cape Town,
dated July i0th, 1893.

Exaggerated reports about Matabele, near Victoria, sure to.rcach Colony ; so that
you may contradict, give you full text. To-day a large Impi sent by Lobengula to
punich Mashonas for theft, some came near Victoria, and while Lendy wiring me about
it, I received the following telegram from Colenbrander, begins :— As you will, no doubt,
¢« have heard from Captain l.endy, the King had some of his cattle stolen by Béres
«« people near Victoria. The King now wishes me to let you know that he is sending a
“ Jarge force to punish Béres and others for various reasons, and to tell you that he has
« had special messengers despatched yesterday to Lendy teiling him of his intentions,
« and asking Lendy and the people there not to e scared, as the expedition was not
“ against the white to whom he is friendly and has had no cause of complaint, and that
¢ he has told his people not to melest any white man they might meet. T may add that
¢« whilst I was away yesterday at Hope Fountain to engage runners, the King in the
« meantime had secured them himself, and, [ being away, would not wait, and asked
« Dawson to write for me, and I trust this will reach Lendy in time; my private opinion
« js-that the king intends to punish the recent wire cufters, as a fairly large force has
« becn sent to punish the offenders.”—Znds. I wired the following answer, begins : —
« Thank the King for his friendly message and tell him I have nething to do with his
¢ punishing his own Maholis, but must insist that his Impis arc not allowed to cross the
“ border agrecd on between us. He not being there, they arc not un(.]cr control, and
« Captain Lendy informs me that some cf them have actually been in the town of
¢ Victoria, burning kraals within a few miles, and killing Mashonas who are servants of
« the white men; also that they have captured some cattle of the Government and
¢ of other white men. I am now instructing Captein Lendy to sec the head Induna,
¢ tell Lim that those cattle must all be returned at ence, and bis Impi must retire
“ beyond our agreed border, otherwise Captain .Lend‘.y is to take his p_olicc am_l} at once
« expel them, however many they are. I'he King will sce the necessity of this, othcx;:
«“ wise, the white men getting irritated, the expedition may never return to Buluwayo.
—Ends. Now the Vicloria people naturally have got the jursps, volunteers called out,
rifles distributed, &e. T have told Lendy to repeat King's message and my auswer to
the Induna, and usc his tact to get rid of them without any collision, which 1 feel surc
he can do, as the Tropi is only too glad to run away from the whites ; at the same time

* Reprinted from C,—~T7171, p. 60,
I 4
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to give confidence to the Victorians, last night it was nccessary to give Lendy power to
carry out my message to the King, if aubsolutely necessary. Leundy’s description of
burning kraals, and Mashonas killed, of course, very harrowing, but that was at first
blush and after sundown. Will wire you this morning when I hear from Lendy that
they have all cleared ; have told Leudy to prevent exaggerated press telegrams.

No. 2.

Sk H. B. LOCH to the MARQUESS OF RIPON.*®
(Received August 7, 1893.)

(Extract.) Government House, Cape Town,
July 19, 1S93.
I nave the honour to enclose, for your Lordship’s information, with reference to
my despatch of the I2th instant,} a copy of correspondence on the subject of the
Matabele raid near Victoria.

Enclosure in No. 2.
From Jamesox, Vicioria, to Hien Cosussionkr, Cape Town.

TELEGRAM.

18th July.—I thank you for your telegram and feel sure your Excellency’s message
to Lobengula will prevent any general disturbance. The Indunas arrived after my last
telegram ; after some conversation, during which they would not consent to return
beyond the border, I told them I would give them an hour to retire, and if they did not
would send my en to drive them out as I had informed tihe King. At the stated time,
Captain Lendy, with thirty-eight mounted men, rode out, found about 300 still on
commonage ; these fired on Lendy’s party, Lendy then fired and pursued for about nine
miles ; a few men were killed, including two head men. Lendy has now returned ; no
casualties ; I believe the whole lot will now return to Matabeleland and further raiding
cease. \We are taking all due precautions in case of any returns, which I do not
anticipate.

No, 3.

Dr. JAMESON, Vicboria, to BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY,
Cape Town.}

(Dated July 22, 1893.)

TeLEGRAPHIC.

You ask for details of Matabele troubles. I will now give them for the last two
years, that you may understand how we have done our utmost to avoid .coliision.
Early last year, a Matabele impi raided Lomagunda, killing Chief and large numbeis
of nen, and taking women and children to slavery. Being far away, our police were
too late to prevent, but I sent warning message to Lobengula; later last year, when
I was here, some fugitive Makalaka came to me, asking protection against a large
Matabele impi who were killing and raiding Chibi and other kraals across our Tuli road.
I sent police, who interviewed impi, and sent them away again; I sent severe message
to Lobengula ; always the same answer, that some cattle had been stolen, and his impi
was not to interfere with white men. A month ago Mashona reported to Captain Lendy
raiding Matabele across our border; Captain Lendy with police went out, and impi
retired. Lendy sent letter by them to Lobengula, reminding him of my messages, that

[

* Reprinted from C.—7171, p. 52. 1 WNo. 1.
1 Enclosure in Sir 1. Loch’s Despatch of July 26, 1803 (received August 14, 1893), No, 62 in C.—7171.
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his men must keep beyond border. Loben’s answer was that he was sending a large
impi to punish Mashonas, but again that they were not to interfere with white; this is
the impi which has given the present trouble, and which is still encamped just beyond
the border. TLast Sunday week, its presence was first announced by a number cf
Makalakas from a kraal on the commonage rushing into Victoria for protection. Two
of these were killed between the hospital and the church, and several others in the
streets of Victoria before the police got out to drive the Matabele off. The garden
boy of the English clergyman, Sylvester, ran away; Sylvester, Jooking for bim, found
him asscgaied about a mile out of town. Altogether about 20 were killed in Victoria.
Captain Lendy informs me, in every kraal for miles around Victoria, men, women, and
children have been murdered, cattle and grain taken away, and what could not be
carricd oft burnt. When Lendy with mounted party drove off the impi the other
day they found them cncamped round a kraal on a kopje, cutting off the water supply.
It seems thiy is their method ; not to attack a dangerous place, but to starve them out
for water, and then batcher. As a specimen of the abject condition they have reduced
these natives to, on my way down kere, when outspanned, some Mashonas camz down
from a kraal to talk, then Matabele reported from neighbouring kopjes 2 sudden rush
to their -kopje, and placed a woman on a rock at some distance, hoping the Matabele
would take her, and be conient to leave them alone. Captain Lendy naturally had
great difficulty in preventing the people from firing on the Matabeles. At the first
outrage, he went ovt with his men and interviewed the indunas; these gave the usual
tale, King’s orders to punish Mashonas, and not to interfere with white men; also to
give up men, women, and children refugees. T instructed him to give up no women and
children, but tell indunas he, as magistrate, would try men if they made accusations.
Indunas were impertinent, and refused to remove impi. In meantime, I at once sent
message to Lobengula that bis impi was killing white men’s servants and stealing
Government. cattle, and that I had told Lendy to order them across the border, and, if
they did not go, drive them; then I came down, and found raiding and burning going
on in all directions, even on the commonage, in the kraals where the whites principally
get their servants; also passed lurge party of Matabele carrying away loot. I at once
sent for indunas, who arrived next morning, ordered them to cross border at once, giving
a short time to obey, and telling them 1 would drive them out if they did not ; the rest
you know.

I think the High Commissioner and Mr. Rhodes will agree that we have gone as far
as possible to prevent a collision, and that further negotiating would rather have preci-
pitated than averted trouble. Three years of negotiations has only induced them to
cncroach more.  Work is absolutely stopped, many waggons have off-loaded machinery
at Matipis and gone back to Middle Drift; people and Government have lost large
number of cattie, and I feel sure work will not be recommenced, or even tranzport
carried along the roads till some definite action on our part is taken of gcing into
Matabeleland to settle the question finally, which can easily be done by (sic) in
Mashonaland alone. The clergy, whom I have talked to freely, agrec with me on
every point. I may add that, though the people throughout Mashonaland arc now
determined that something decisive must be doune, they bebaved with great restraint
in the beginning. In two instances, vouched for by Captain Lendy, prospectors had
their small boys butchered beside them on their way mto Victoria, and yet not a
Matabele was fired at till after my arrival here.

No. 4.

The MARQUESS OI RIPON to Sm H. B. LOCH.*
[ Answered by No. 6.]

Sk, Downing Street, November 2, 1593.
In the telegram from the Administrator of Mashonaland, dated the 18th of July,
a transcript of which accompanied your Despatch of the 19th of Julyt last, it is stated
that, after the Matabeles who had visited Victoria on the 18th July had been warned to
retire, Captain Lendy, with 38 mounted men, had, under Dr. Jameson’s orders, ridden
out after them; that Captain Lendy found about 300 siill on the commonage,

and that these fired wpon his party, and that Captain Lendy thercupon fired and
pursucd them. .

——

# Despatch reprinted from C. [7290], p. 7. 1 No. 2.
v 83160, G
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In the telegram from Dr. Jameson to Lobengula of which a transcript; dated the 24th
July, is enclosed in your Despatch of the 26th July,* the Administrator states; that
the police found the Matabele encamped on the commonage, and that they actually fired
on the police.

It appears that the Matabele, on their return to Buluwayo, reported to Lobengula that
they had been fired into as they were retreating, and had not themselves fired.

Since these occurrences, several letters and extracts of letters, purporting to have been
written by eye-witnesses who accompanied the party under Captain Lendy, have been
published in various newspapers in this country and South Africa. I transmit to you,
herewith, press cuttings with some of these extracts.

These statements agree in an account of the incident in question materially different
from that adopted by Dr. Jameson, as it would appear from them that the Matabele, to
the number of about 60 or 70 men, were overtaken by Captain Lendy’s party six or
seven miles from Victoria in full retreat, and that they had not fired, or attempted
resistance, when the police epened fire upor them.

I shall be glad if you will investigate the matter as soon as the conclusion of the
present operations cnables you to do so.

T have, &ec.
(Signed)  RIPON.

Enclosure 1 in No. 4.
Exrracr from the “Tmes,” 16th October.

The following are extracts from a private letter just received by a Swansea genticman
from his brother, who has a farm about threc miles from Fort Victoria. It gives, as
will be seen, the writer's experiences of the recent Matabele raid, which was the cause of
the present disturbance in Mashonsland :—

“ Fort Victoria, Aug. 10, 1593.—On the morning of July 9, the Mabhlahas, Mashona-
land people, came to my farm and told me ‘that the Matabele were within six miles.
They, the Mahlahas, were all flying to the mountaius. I did not think much of it at
the time, ss they have never come so close to Victoria before. Three boys whom I had
working in the garden xan away, so I went out to sec if the cattle were all right. I found
the herders had run away also aad the cattle had strayed. I collected all 1 could aud
took them honie. T had not keen haif an hour at the house, when my Manguatoo boy
told me the Matabele were in sight. It was not lonu before about 150 of them were
round my house. They were very civil and said they had strict orders from Lobengula
not to touch the white maun’s cattle or to interfere at all.  While I was talking to them,
my boy told me he thought he recognised some of my caitle amongst a Jarge herd
which was being taken away. I told the chief to send some boys to bring them back,
but I thought it best to go myself. I caught them up at a point where the Head Chief
Lad made his camp. He gave me up the cattle.  On my way back, I had great difficulty
in keeping the Matabele I met from killing my Manqguatoo boy. Fhey tricd to make
out he was a Makalaka. When I got back, T found that the cattle I had left at the
house Lad been jumped. It was then getting davk, so I counted what I had left and
found that I was 20 cows short, besides calves. I had bought all the cattle, 30 cows,
twe bulls, a few yvearlings, and calves, just a week before this kappened. The next
morning I started for camp with everything. 1 found the camp in a state of fortification.
All the farmers had lost cattle and were in to report their losses. After breakfast
Captain Lendy and about 20 mien, of whom I was one, rode out to demand the cattle.
T'he Chicf promised they should be returned the following morning. Next morning
there were no signs of them, so we waited all day, and io the evening Dr. Jameson, the
administrator, arrived. The next merning he sent five police to tell the head induna to
come to an indaba about midday. He came, and refused to give up the cattle until we
had given up the refugees who were in the town (7.e., Makalaka women and children),
adding that he would wot kill them in front of us, nor would he kill them in our river,
but he would take them out of sight. The end of it was, Jameson told him he gave him
an hour to give up the cattle and get over the border, and if they were 1ot across by
then we should help them. At the end of the hour Captain Lendy with 50 mounted
men, started after them. I was riding av old crock that could hardly stand on its legs.
We caught them up about six miles from camp, making for the main body. As soon
as we got within 300 yards of them, the word vas given to open fire. We followed
them for about threc miles. "There were between 40 and 50 killed. 'We only just

% See No, 3.
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retired in time, as we were nearly ou the top of the main body, which was 5,000 strong,
when the bugle sounded. We are now doing all we can to strengthen our position,
All the cattle have been zent to the mountains. The Company will have to give us full
compensation for what we have lost. A border police has been formed ; I have joined
tor two months. All the people are called out to mun the fort. The general opinion is
that the Company: want to fight, as Matabeleland is a magnificent country, healthy, and
also very rich in minerals. A free farm will be given those who go into fight, I have
just come in from a ten days’ patrol over the border.”

Enclosure 2 in No. 4.

Extract from the “Tives,” 241th October.
Tue Posiriox ix MAsHoONALAND.

The following arc extracts from private letters received from a young Englishiman
who has been located a few miles from Fort Victoria :— Some people will argue that
“ there is no reasonable excuse for fighting the Matabele, aud will sum up by saying,
¢ Loberigula sent an impi with strict injunctions not to interfere with the white men,
« < but to raid the Makalakas and Mashonas. They obeyed those injunctions and
¢« ¢ pever injured a single white, and when requested by the Great White Chief to return
¢ over the border were on their way there when they were fired upon and chased.
From that view, many would sympathise with Lobengula.  But, looking at it from a
« looker-on’s view, it is plain the impi did as much as they dared. Had they broken
« the King’s order in any one respect they knew it meant death on their return; but
they also knew that, if they could provoke the whites to attack them first, the King
« could only justify them in retaliating ; therefore they tried their hand at that game.
¢ The only kraals attacked were those all round Victoria (with which Victoria trades
for meal, &c.) The white men’s Makalaka servants were murdered in the cump before
our eves, and in one case a Makalaka was assegaied through the back while on his
kuees requesting his boss to protect him. The boss himself had an asscgai put on Ias
“ breast in a defiant manner. They openly called the whites “ dogs,’ they killed the
¢ parson’s Kaffic a short distance from the church, they snapped their fingers in
contempt at the indaba with the doctor when be ordered thein te quit, and, instead
of hurrying away, they went towards the body of the impi by the koppies, About
two hours after, they were overtaken by Captain Lendy and some horsemen, and the
“ captain, sceing they had not obeyed orders by hastening off; fired on them and chased
“ them.”
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Enclosure 3 in No. 4.

Exrracr from * Trern,” 19th October.
Durban, 15ih (Special).

A private letter received in Durban from Victoria contains the following :—*¢ Last
Tucsday Matabele come into camp. The alarm was sounded and every one was shut
in the fort. Dr. Jameson held an indaba, and gave them one hour to get oul of
¢« Mashonaland (30 miles). An hour and a half afterwards, fifty of us mounted and were
« sent to sce if they had cleared, when we came across about sixty of them about seven
miles from camp. Captain Lendy gave us the order to charge and fire, which we did,
« killing between 25 and 30. The others got into a kopje among the rocks, so we had
“ to leave them. It was like buck-shooting, for the poor devils took to their heels and
“ we galloped up and almost shot them point blank. I don’t suppose any of them got
Jess than four or fivc bullets in him. 'T'wo days ago, a mounted party (12) went out
as far as the border to see if any more Matabeles were about, and news came in this
morning that they had had another brush with them, killing several.”
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No. 5.
The MARQUESS OF RIPON to Sm H. B. LOCH.*
[dnswered by No. 7.]
Sz, Downing Street, November 20, 1893.
I 1RaNsMrr to you a copy of a letter which appeared in the “ Daily Chronicle”
of y'es'tg‘x‘day, from the Rev’. R. Wardlaw ThomPson, Foxjc_ign SGCi'c'tgxx‘y of thc_ Lpndon

* Despatch reprinted: from [C. 7290], p. 17.
G 2
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Missionary Society, concerning a letter received from a friend of his at Palapye; Mr.
W. C. Willoughby, relating to the origin of the recent hostilities with the Matabele.

Without going into the gencral questions of policy discussed in these two letters,
I would draw your attention to those parts of the secend letter which bear en the
conduct of Captain Lendy, and to point out to you that the statements which Mr.
Willoughby makes appear to have a material bearing on the question raised in my
Despatch of the 2nd instant,” whether the information supplicd correctly described the
circumstances under which Captain Lendy and his men fired on the retiring Matabele.
You will observe that one of Mr. Willoughby's correspondents alleges that quarter was
refused to the Matabele, even when they went on their knees and begged for it. The
whole subject needs the most searching investigation. No satisfactory inquiry can, of
course, take place before the close of the present operations, and meanwhile-I should be
glad if you would let e know which, in your opinion, would be the best mode of
securing a full, impartial, and independent investigation into all the circumstances of
the case.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) RIPON.

Enclosure in No. 5.
The “Damwy CuroxicLe,” 16th November 1893.
The Editor of the Daily Chronicle.

14, Blomfield Street, E.C.,
Sir, November 14, 1893.

I nave read with inferest the information you have given to the public about the
war which is at present being waged against the Matabele. T have not been able entirely
to agree with you in some of your opinions, but none the less I have been grateful to you
and others for ventilating the subject, an:l enabling the British public to know something
of the real state of the case. Complaints have been made that the missionary interest has
all gene in favour of the Chartered Company of British South Africa, and no smail
criticism has been passed upon the issionaries for their belligerent attitude. I confess,
the utterances, as reported, of the Bishop of Derry and the chaplain at Fort Victoria have
secmed to me to warrant all the criticism that has been passed upon them. I am
concious also that there is geod reason for saying that the missionary interest has been on
the side of the Chartered Company. ‘The fact is, some of us who have been pretty closely
connected with work in Matabdleland for many years past have been sorely troubled as
to the attitude we ought to take. [, myself, visited that country 10 yearsago, and came
nome with a strong conviction that sooner or Jater there would inevitably be a war with
the Matabeie, and that nothing but a strong hand would sufficc to break up a power
which was a standing menace to peace, and which lived by the cruel oppression of its
weaker neighbours. A visit to Palapye last. year, and all [ heard then from men long
resident in the country, confirmed the opinion I had formed 10 years ago, and led me to
expect that the crisis could not Le very leng delayed. ‘Fhe Matabele themselves are fine
specimens of the savage, and would be likely, under a different government, to develop
quite as rapidly as any uacivilised native race with which I am acquainted. But the
government under which they have lived has rendered advancement utterly impossible.
"This society has had a mission in Matabeleland for 30 years, but the effort to get
children to school, or permanently to iufluence the adults for good, has been so constantly
frustrated by the fear in which the people live that visible results have been almost nil,
and we have again and again discussed the expediency of withdrawing our missionarics
and sending them to some field where they would be able to work under different
conditions.

I cannot, therefore, in the least sympathise with much that has been said and written in
favour of the Matabele, as if they were an ill-used and innocent people. I never came
across any tribe whose manner of life and mode of dealing with their neighbours excited
such universal indignation and dislike, cven among peace-loving and native-loving men.
Yet, having said this, I have felt that the utterances of the men who have talked freely
about “wiping out” the Matabele, and driving them beyond the Zambesi, were as
barbarous as the habits of the tribe whom they sought to punish. There is no need to
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wipe oui the Matabele people. Indeed, it would be great folly, on economic grounds, to
think of such a thing. ~All that is needed is that the tyranny under which they live
should be broken, and a different government substituted for it. = I have also been much
troubled by the story of the way in which the present war has been commenced. It has
seemed to me that the officiul accounts left much to be desired, and that it would lave
been well for our credit had the war, which secemed to be a stern necessity sooner or later,
been commenced under different conditions. I was confirmed in this fecling by a letter
from a friend who has been many years in Matabeleland, and who, writing before
hostilities actually broke out, said, © You koow what I have long thought about the
Matabele, but I wish we had gone into the war with cleaner hands.”

I have now reccived from another friend at Palapye the enclosed letter, which ke asks
me to send to the editor of some influential newspaper. The report he gives fully
Justifies the expression of the wish of my previous correspondent. I send it to you in
the hope that it may find pubiicity through your columns. Now that the war has been
commenced, and the Matabele Lave learned the power of the white man, [ can only hope
that it will be speedily terminated, and that Her Majesty’s Government will insist upon
having the country brought under Imperial rule, instead of leaving it to be managed by
a great trading corporation, whose control necessarily must be largely affected by con-
siderations of self-interest, and of the accounts which must sooner or later be rendered to
their sharcholders.

Iam, &c.
R. Warpraw Tuonmrson,
Foreign Secretary London Missionary Society.

The following is the letter which the Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson asks us to publish :—

2alapye, Bamangwato, British Bechuanaland Protectorate,
) October 16, 1893.

It is, perhaps, inevitable that the British race should be continually extending its sway.
"The genius of our people, our history, and our present necessitics, all combine to bring this
about. And it is doubtful how much of praisc or blame for this we justly deserve. IHe
would be a rash man, and short-sighted withal, who should venture to draw a permanent
frontier tc all our dominions. Bué I subit that the methods by which we extend our
dominions are surely matters of first-rate importance, calling for the scrutiny of all who
love our nation. And it is to some of these methods that I desire to draw the attention of
your readers. LEnglish papers are always a month old before they reach us at this remote
place, and, thanks to the sweet waywarduess of our Bechuanaland postal arrangements,
they are sometimes permitted to mellow at Vryburg, or some other place. Mine went
astray last week. So I am five weeks in arrears with newspaper information. T see,
however, that many papers have already referred to the troubles in Matabeleland, and it
is probable that during the last five weeks the references have been more numerous and
more lengthy. All the references that T have seen are evidently based upon official
reports or down-country rumours. And the officials of the Chartered Company are pos-
sibly not encouraged to put both sides of the question before the public. ~ All information
from Mashonaland or Matabeleland passes through Palapye—if it passes at all; some of
it probably goes no farther. So it is not presumptuous to say that we are well posted
with the latest information from this quarter.

The official report of the conflict at Fort Victoria told how an impi of Matabele
soldiers had yaided the district around that fort; killed a large number of Meshonas,
many of them being slain in close proximity to the fort; raided one English farmstead ;
and caused general alarm and apprehension among the white settlers within the sphere
ofsthe Company’s influence. Of the raiding of the English farmstead, no other report
has yet reached here. But there can be no doubt that the other statements are well
founded, and that the Matabele behaved in their usual bloodthirsty and. savage manner
toward their unfortunate serfs. Nor is there any doubt that trade, mining, and
agriculture in Mashenaland were more or less paralysed by the flight of servants and
workmen who, being for the most part Mashona or Makalanga, sought safety in the hills.
It is not my business to apologisc for the cruelties of the heartless Matabele; nor do I
intend by any word in this letter to attempt the task. It is the general opinion here—
even among those who know the Matabele best and have the most genuine and unselfish
interest in the welfare of the tribe— that a thorough military castigation would be for the
benefit of this people and for the peace and progress of their neighbours. And if Great
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Britan fecls inclined to enter upon a vorder war from purely pbilanthropic motives, there
is scope in Matabeleland for the enterprise. But, Sir, if we undertake the work of
chastisement, let us at least abstain from copying the treachery and cruelty of the savages
that we chastise. ‘

Now, to come back to that official report. “The report went oh to say that Dr. Jameson
ordered the indunas of the Matabele impi to come into the fort for an * Indaba ”; that
he gave them a certain time to clear off “the commonage” (whatever that may mean),
and that after that time Captain Lendy went out with a handful of men and routed the
Matabele, killing many, and without loss on our side. Now the Matabele are not cowards
in the sense that they are afraid to fight, though they may be cowards in the sense
that they take every advantage of a man’s weakness when he is in their power. And
this seemed like a great achicvement for the Chartered Company’s forces. ‘There is,
however, a small paper published at Victoria and called the © Mashonaland Times,” and a
copy of its “special issue,” dated “ Victoria, Thursday, July 20, 1893, fell into my
hands not long after the above date. It appears to be produced by some siylographic
process, but, modest as it is in appearance, it seems to aim at independence of statement.
‘This paper predicted some cight months ago that the Matabele would continue to grow
more impertinent, and upon the whole it scems pleased that its prophecy has been
fulfilled, and that there is a prospect of war between the English and Matabele. It avers
also, n a paragraph headed * Saturday,” that < Everyone wants to fight.” And taking
it altogether it is more thon evident that this paper would not minimise any grand victory
over the Matabele. You shall hear what it says. The quotation is from page 3, and runs
as follows :—

“ Monday. Dr. Jameson and Licut. Napier arrived. Everybody surprised and
pleased at the doctor’s attitude. Sergeant Chark left with escort to inform the Matabele
that ¢ the Great White Chief ordered their indunas to come to an indaba.’ TFellows cheer
the O.C. every opportunity. Lveryone full of military ardour.”

“ Tuesday—The administrator’s aciion successful. Matabele indunas arrive, Dr.
Jameson asks no questions : simply tells them to clear within an hour, or he will make
them. One induna remarkably ‘impertinent. Two hours later mounted party under
Lendy rode after Matabele, fell in with about 150 of the enemy, who promptly clear,
30 being killed, including the impertinent induna, no white man killed or wounded.”

Now in this report there are some remarkable omissions if the official statement is
entirely correct, and not only omissions; but even variations from the officiai statement,
and some of its readers here began to wonder what there was behind it all. We knew
the truth would come if we waited for it, because there is constant communication
between Palapye and Victoria. 1t was not long before reports began to come in from
Matabeleland, which were still more out of harmony with the official report. Lobengula
had sent his impis to punish his vassals, the Mashona and Makalanga, for various offences
against his authority, one offence being that of cutting the Chartered Company’s
telegraph wire, of which the Company had complained to him. "There has been no
dispute between him and the Company as to the sovereignty of Maskonaland. “This the
Company does not claim. They pay him indeed about 100 a month for the right to
carry on certain trading, mining, and agricultural operations in this portion-of his country.
The “ frontier,” referred to in counexion with this affair, is the linc beyond which the
Chartered Company bas no right to carry its operations. It has notbing to do with
sovereignty. Lobengula warned his indunas before he sent them away that they were
not to interfere with the white man or his property, and be claims to have sent
information to this cffect 10 the officers of the Government, and when his indunas
returned with the story of their disaster, and were sharply censured for allowing their
men to be_shot down by the white men without attempting resistance, they quietly
replied to Lobengula’s wrathful words, * You told us, Chief, not to touch the white men,
and we did as we were told.” And his great complaint to a friend of mine, who passed
through his capital a day or two later, was that the white men had fired upon his soldiers
when they were retiring. We further heard from Matabeleland that the Matabele
warriors who were attacked were the rear-guard of the impi; that they were carrying a
sick induna, and that both the sick induna and the induna in charge of the party were
shot.

Since then, I have been favoured with the sight of a private letter from a gentleman-at
Fort Victoria, and the letter, while giving an ampler account of what transpired, is in
strict accord with the non-official accounts to which I have referred. The letter says
that Dr. Jameson ordered the indunas across the froutier, which was 30 miles away,
within two hours. The doctor must have had a high opinion of the physical powers of
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the Matabele. About one hour later, however, Captain Lendy rode out with about 40
men and overtook a party of Matabele about two or three miles away, who were makine
for the so-called “ frontier.” The number of Matabele is variously estimated at 50 and
150 men.  Captain Lendy then ordered his wen to charge and fire, which they did.
The impi took no notice, but quietly went on.  Lendy’s horsemen pursued them, each
picking out his man and firtag at him, sometimes when not more than five or six yards
away. ‘The Matabele hid, and tried to escape, but they uttered no sound and showed
no fight. Not even a groan was heard.  When a Matabele warrior found that he could
not escape, he turned towards his pursuer, fell on one knee, and held up his littte shield
in token of submission. But no quarter seems fo have been given. The number of the
slain can only be guessed at, for there was no attempt to count them. It was probably
not far from the number stated in the official report. Now, whatever one may think of
the necessity for a war with the Matabele, it is surely a disgrace to the British nation to
have these things done in its name. And it seems about time that the healthy aiv of
public opinion were allowed free play among the forces of the Chartered Company. He
must be a strong man who can live among those who are ever thirsting to be at the
throats of the ¢ niggers,” and who can yet preserve a high standard of justice towards
offending natives ; aud it scems only fair that men who have thus become enervated should
be reminded at this crisis that the eyes of healthier men in the British Empire are upon
them, and that the British public will know how to deal with the crucley and treachery
of white men, as well as with the same qualities in the black.

Now, my letter is alrcady long, but I must add a few lines more. Since this conflict at
Tort. Victoria, correspondence has been passing freely between the High Commissioner
and Lobengula.  All this correspondence, whether teiegraphic or postal, has to be
forwarded between Palapye and Buluwayo by special messengers.  Khama, Chief of the
Bamangwate, furnishes the Assistant Commissioner, who resides here, with men for this
purpose. 1t is not casy to know what is contained in a Government Despatch ; we shall
see that when the Blue Book is published. Bat I fancy it will then be seen that no definite
demand for compensation has been made, nor for apology, and that no declaration of
war, or even uliimatum, has ever been sent to Lobengula.  His tone has been pacific,
things have been going as peaceably and orderly in Buluwayo as they usually do.  His
inessenger, who went to England some years ago, passed through here on his way to the
Cape, as a special envoy to the High Commissioner. He seems to be at the Cape still,
as far as we can hear, and Lobengula is still awaiting a message from him. The mail
from’ Buluwayo reached Palapye last Monday in the usual way, and saw nothing
unusual on the road, and yet we are now at. war with the Matabele. Three columns
from alisbury, Victoria, and Macloutsie, are closing in on the country. Two Matabele
boys reached ‘Palapye last Saturday with some cu belonging to a ftiend of mine. They
brought these men out of Matabeleland without hindrance or difliculty, and on the way
they met Khama and bis men marching to join the British forces. ¢ What does i1t
mean 2”7 they asked. * Our people do not expect this. We left them sowing their
“ gardens, and not preparing to fight the Luoglish.” Is this worthy of a great and strong
nation, which shouid be an example of honesty and justice to the loyal natives of
Bechuanaland, and cven to our troublesome neighbours asross the northern border ?
Our Chief here, Khama—a true man, a just and firm ruler of his people, and a loyal
servant of our Governinent,, was asked to send his regiments to the Macloutsie drift to
co-operate with the B.B.P. force from the Macloutsic camp, and he left last Monday
with four regiments. e has done everything that he could do to aid the Government.
The most reliable information that has reached; Palapye has: come by his scouts. And
now he has gone with his regiments. - But these are methods that he would never have
descended to, and they are not likely to increase his respect for the Government.

My only plea for troubling you with this letier is the fact that T can vouch for all T
have said in it, and the still more.important fact, that the rightesusness of a nation is the
rightful business of eévery onc of its Citizens, And I beg to subscribe myself, yours
faithfully,
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No. 6.

Sik H. B. LOCH to the MARQUESS OF RIPON.*
(Received December 22, 1893.)

Government Heuse, Cape Town,
My Loxp Marquess, December 5, 1893.

T nave the honour to enclose, for your Lordship’s information, with reference to
your despatch of the 2nd ultimo,{ a copy of correspondence on the subject of Captain
Lendy’s collision with the Matabele at Victoria.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) HENRY B. LOCH,
Governor and High Commissioner.

Inclosure 1 in No. 6.

From the Imprian Secrerary, Cape Town, to Skcreranry, Brrrisu Souru Arnrica
Comraxy, Cape Town.
Government House, Cape Town,
SR, November 29, 1893.

I Am directed by his Bxcellency the High Commissioner to enclose, for your
information, a copy of a Despatch which he has received from the Secretary of State,
covering newspaper cuttings, giving accounts of what took place in the collision between
Captain Lendy’s force and the Matabele.

His Excellency has no doubt the British South Africa Company will be ns anxious
as he is himself to have this matter fully investigated, and he will be glad if Mr. Rhodes
wili, on bis return, confer with him as to the best means of arriving at the facts.

I have, &c.
. (Signed)  Granax Bowen,
To Secretary, British South Africa Company, Imperial Sccretary.

Cape Town.

Enclosure 2 in No. 6.

From Secrerary, Brrrist Sourn Arrica Comeany, Cape Town, to the IMpeErIAL
SecreTary, Cape Town.

Sir, Cape Town, December 2, 1893.

I uave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th uitimo,
covering a Despatch which his Excellency the High Commissioner has received from
the Secretary of State, relative to the collision which took piace at Victoria between the
forces under Captair Lendy and the Matabele.

The British South Africa Company are equally anxious to have the matter fully
jnvestigated, and upon Mr. Rhodes’s return 1 will communicate his Excellency’s wish
to confer with him as to the best means of arriving at the facts; though I have little
doubt that the results of such investigation will corroborate the information already
reported by the Administrator upon the matter.

1 have, &c.
(Signed) F. Ruruerroorp Harris,

To the Imperial Secretary, Cape Town. Seccretary.

No. 7.
Siz H. B. LOCH to the MARQUESS Ol RIPON.*
(Received January 8, 1894.)
[Answered by No. &.]

) Government House, Cape Town,
My Lornp MAaRrqQurss, December 15, 1593.
I zave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch of the
20th ultimo,} covering a copy of a letter published in the ¢ Daily Chronicle,” reflecting
on the conduct of Captain Lendy.

# Reprinted from [C. 72907, pp. 34 and 39, 1 No. 4. 1 No. 5.
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The charges made in this ietter will be investigated as soon as the present hostilities
are over, and it has occurred to me that either Mr. Newton, the Colonial Secretary
of Bechuanaland, or Major Sawycr, my military secretary, might be entrusted with the
inquiry.

?(n the meanwhile, and until the investigation takes place, I think it only right that
charges against officers and men who are not in a position to defend themselves should
be received with some reserve.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) HENRY B. LOCH,
Governor and High Commissioner.

No. 8.
The MARQUESS OF RIPON to Sz H. B. LOCH.*

Sir, Downing Street, February 15, 1894.

I uave the honour ts acknowledge the receipt «f your Despatch of the 15th
December,t respecting the selection of an officer to inquire into the circumstances in
which fire was opened on the Matabele impi when retiring from the vicinity of Iort
Victoria on the 1Sth July last.

If the sole object of the proposed inquiry had been merely to inquire into the personal
conduct of Captain Lendy, as the officer in command on that occasion, I should, on
recciving the sad intelligeuce of his death, have considered it only proper to direct that
the inquiry should not be procceded with. But Dr. Jameson and the Directors cf the
British South Africa Company have taken upon themselves the full responsibility for
the proceedings in this matter, and, consequently, 2s the orders given by Dr. Jameson
on the occasion, and the action of the Company generally, would haye formed principal
subjects of investigation, and as, moreover, a promise has been given to Parliament that
the inquiry would be held, I have, upon full consideration, come to the conclusion that it
should still take place

] am of opinion that the investigation of the circumstances will most fitly be entrusted
to some officer of the necessary professional training, but wholly unconnected with the
political aspects of the question. I would observe that in the instructions with which
the officer selected will be furnished it will be pointed cut, that, while ascertaining all
the facts of the case, he should abstain from countenancing reflections on Captain Lendy’s
personal character.

[ still have the question of the person who had best be sclected to conduct the
investigation under my consideration, and will telegraph you my decision.

I have, &c.
(Signed) RIPON.

No. 9,

Sie W. G. CAMERON to the MARQUESS OF RIPON.
(Received May 21, 1894.)

(Extract.) Government House, Cape Town,
May 1, 1894.
I nave the honour to enclose, for your Lordship’s information, with reference to
previous correspondence, a copy of correspondence and other documents on the subject
of the irquiry into the occurrences at Fort Victoria in July last.

* Reprinted from C.—T7290, p. 85. t No. 7.
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P \ Enclosure 1 in No. 9.

From Secrerary, Bririsu Sourst Arrica Comraxy, Cape Town, to the IMperiar
Secrerary, Cape Town.

Sig, : Cape Town, April 25, 1894, ~
Rererring to- your letter of the 14th instant, I beg to state: that -the British
South Afiica Company is of opinion that Victoria and Buluwayo would be convenient
localitics for the Commissioner to visit for the purpose of instituting inquiries into the
occurrences at Victoria in July last, because at these two centres evidence would no
doubt be more readily obtained than in other portions of the country.

The Company can have no objection to an investigation into the occurrences, and they
trust that his Excellency the High Commissioner may _be pleased to make provision for
their being represented by Counsel or some other officer authorised to cross-examine
witnesses who may be called to give cvidence at the inquiry.

I have, &ec.
The Imperial Secretary, (Signed)  F. Rernerroorp Harnris,
Cape Town. Secretary.

Enclosure 2 in No. 9.

From the Imeeriar Secrerary, Cape Town, to Secrerary, Buitisu Sottn Arrica
Company, Cape Town.

( Extract.) o Government House, Cape Town,
April 27, 1894.

Wity reference to. previous -correspondence relative to the incidents that teok
place at or near Fort Victoria it the month:of July last;, I am. directed. by his-Exceilency
the High Commissioner to acquesint you that the-Secretary of -Stite -has dirccted: that
Mr. Newton be appointed to bold the inquiry. - »

Enclosure 3 in No. 9.

From the ImpERIAL SecrETARY, Cape Town;.to the Secrerary,.BriTisu Soutn Arrica
Company, Cape Town.

Government House, Cape Town,
Sir, April 27, 1894.

I ay directed by his Excellency the High Commissioner to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of the 25th instant, relative to-the-localities at which the inquiry
into the Victoria incident is to be held, and asking that the British Sovth Africa
Company may make provision for their being represented by Counsel or by some other
officer.

His Excellency has no instructions relative to the representation of the British South
Africa Company, but as he is satisfied that it is the desirec of Her Majesty’s Government
to give every facility for eliciting the-truth, he will take on himself the responsibility of
instructing Mr. Newton to admit Counsel or some officer appointed by the British South
Africa Company to cress-examine witnesses, &c.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  GrabBam Bower,
The Sceretary, British South Africa Company, Tmperial Secretary.
Cape Tewn.

Enclosure 4 in No. 9.
CoMMISSION.

To TF'rancis James Newrow, Esq., C.M.G.
GREETING :

1, William Gordon Cameron, Knight Commander of the Most Honourable Order of
the Bath, Senior Officer in command of Her Majesty’s ‘Troops in the Colony of the
Cape of Good Hope, Administering the Government of the said Colony and the
territories and dependencics thereof, Governor of the territory of British Bechuanaland,
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and Her Majesty’s High Commissioner, &c., &c., &e., confiding in your knowledee and
ability, hereby nominate and appoint you as a Commissioner for and on behalf of Her
Majesty's Government for the purpose of inquiring into and reporting upon the
circumstances and occurrences which took place st or near Fort Victoria in Mashonaland
in or about the month of July 1893, precedent to, and leading up to, the outbreak
of hostilities in Mashonaland and Matabeleiand, in which the forces enrolled by the
British South Africa Company were engaged, with full power and authority for the above
purposes to proceed to any portion of the territories defined by Her Majesty’s Order in
Council of May 9th, 1891, to hold sittings therein, and at the said sittines to take
evidence touching the matters referred to, to reduce the same to writing and transmit
the same, together with your written report thercon, under your scal, together with
this Commission, to me, and to do ail other matters and things nccessa?v for, and
mcidental to, the above purposes, subject to all the provisions of my Proclamation
of 30th day April 1891, and for all matters and things so done in the excreise of
the powers hereunder conferred this Commission shall be sufficient authority,

Given under my hand and seal at Cape "Town this 1st day of May 1894.

(Signed) W. G. Cameron, General,
High Comumissioner.

Enclosure 5 in No. 9.

From Secrerany, Burrisu Sovrn Arrica Company, Cape Town, to the Inperiar
Secrerary, Cape Town.

Sin, Cape Town, April 30, 1894.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th instant,
relative to the inquiry to be held into the occwrences at Victoria in July last, and I
beg to thank his Fixcellency the High Commissioner for making provision for the British
South Africa Company to be represented at the inquiry by Counsel or some other officer
to cross-examine witnesses, &c.

I have, &ec.
The [mperial Secretary, (Signed) F. Rurnerroonn Hannis,
Cape Town. Seccretary.

Enclosare 6 in No. 9.

From His Exccilency the Hien Commissioner, Cape Town, to F. J. Newron,
Esq., C.M.G.

Government House, Cape Town,
Siz, May 1, 1894.
I uave: the honour to enclose tine following documents :—

1. A Proclamation constituting a Commission to inquire into events that took place at
Fort Victoria in July last.

2. A Commission appointing you the Commissioner for the above purpose.

3. A Government notice notifying your appointment.

I enclose also copies of correspondence that has taken place on this subject.  You will,
on receipt of this Despatch, proceed to Matabeleland, and, after communicatisg with Dr.
Jameson, arrange to hold inquiries at such places as you may think fit.

As it is of importance that you should not be any longer than is absolutely
nccessary, it will be convenient that you should travel by the post-cart whenever
practicable.

In case you should find it desirable io do so, you have authority to requisition from
the police now stationed at Matabcleland, any horses or waggons that you may require,
and you will show this Despatch to Colonel Goold-Adams, as your authority for the

requisition. .
1 bave, &c.
(Signed) W. G. Cameron, General,
I'. J. Newton, Esq., C.M.G, Administrator and High Commissioner.
u 83160, I
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Enclosure 7 in No. 9.

From His Excellency the Hicn Conmissionsr, Cape ‘Town, to His Honour the
Administrator, Vryburg.

Government Heuse, Cape Town,
SIR, May 1, 1804.
I wnave the wonour to enclose, for your perusal, and for transmission ‘o
Mr. T, J. Newton, by the carliest opportunity, a letter addressed to him on the subject
Iof the inquiry to be held into the events that took place at Fort Victoria in July
ast.
I have, &c.
His Honour the Administrator, (Signed) . G. Caserox, General,
Viyburg. Administrator and High Commisioner.

Jnclosure 8 in No. 9.

Procramation by His Excellency General Sir Witniam Gowvox Camrrox, Knight
Commander of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Scnior Officer in command
of Her Majesty’s Troops in the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, Administering
the Government of the said Colony, and the Territories and Dependencies thereof,
Governor of the Territory of British Bechuanaland, and Her Majesty’s High
Commissioner, &c., &c., &c. -

Whereas it is expedient that all necessary powers should be conferred upon a Com-
missioner to be appointed to inquire into and report upon the circumstances and
occurrences at or near Fort Victoria in Mashonaland, in or about July 1893, precedent
to the outbreak of hostilities in Mashonaland and Matabeleland. 3

Now, therefore, under and by virtue of the powers, jurisdictions and authorities
vested in and conferred upon me, | do hereby proclaim, declare and make known as
follows :—

1. A Commissioner shall be appointed with the powers herein-after referred to, to
inquire into and report upon the circumstances and occurrences at or near Fort Victoria,
in Mashonaland, in or about July 1893, precedent and leading up to the outbreak of
hostilities in Mashonaland and Matabeleland : the said Commissioner shall be appointed
by the High Commissioner, by notice in the “ Government Gazette ” of the Colony of
the Cape of Good Hope.

2. For the above purposes, the Cemmissioner shall have power to hold sittings at such

laces within the territories comprised within the limits of Her Majesty’s Order in
Council of May 9th, 1891, as may be most suitable and convenient; and tc issuec
subpenas or summonses, calling upon any persons within the said territories to appear
and give cvidence before him concerning the subject matters of the said inguiry, at
such places and at such time as may be mentioned in the said subpeenas or summonses,
and all persons shall be bound and obliged to obey all summonses or orders under the
Commissioner’s hand.

3. The penalty for wilful default in complying with any such summouns or order as
aforesaid shall be by way of summary fine in any sum which the Commissioner may
assess, or by way of summary attachment and imprisonment for contempt for any period
not exceeding 12 months, or by way of both such fine and imprisonment.

4. Tor the purposcs of the last preceding section the Commissioner shall be clothed
with all powers conferred by the law of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope upon the
Supreme Court.

5. 'The powers and authorities conferred upon the Conmunissioner by this Proclamation
shall be exercised, such inquiry as aforesaid shall be pursued, and such report as aforesaid
shall be made, subject to such conditions and in accordance with such directions and
instructions as may be defined by law, or by the terms of his commission.

6. All proceedings by or before the Commiissioner shall be subject to such rules of
pioccdure or practice as the Commissioner may lny down and prescribe : the said rales
shall be as far as possible, and save as herein otherwise provided, not incounsistent with
the laws of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope.

7. The Commissioner shall have power to take the oral evidence of witnesses on oath,
and to administer an oath for that purpose, but he may, at his discretion, admit affidavits
and receive ail such evidence, whether upon oath or not, as may appear to him best
calculated to clucidate the truth in respect of the matters {orming the subject of the
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inquiry ; provided that he shall record the manner in which all evidence taken or
reccived by him is given, so that it shall appear from the recorl of the proceedings
whether such is given orally, on oath, or otherwisc.

8. All witnesses, whether testifying on oath or not, shall be liable for false testimony
to prosecution before any court having jurisdiction, and on conviction to the punishment
provided for the crime of perjury.

9. 'The Commissioner shall take down the oral evidence in writing, and shall attach
to the said record all documents which may be put in and adwitted by him, and shall
transmit the record of the proceedings together with bis written report thercon to the
High Commissioner at the conclusion of the inquiry.

Gob save THE QUEEN.

Given under my hand and scal this 30th day of April 1894.
(Signed) W. G. Cameron, General,
High Commmissioner.
By command of his Excellency the High Commissioner.
(Signed) Granax Bower,
No. 1, 1894. Imperial Sccretary,

e = g = o g e = e i o

Enclosure 9 in No. 9.
IHicir Coamssioner’s NoTICE.
No. 11, 1894.

His Excellency the High Commissioner has been pleased, in accordance with section 1
of his Proclamation of the 30th day of April 1894, to appoint Francis James Newton,
Lsquire, C.M.G-, to he Commissioner under the said Proclamation.

By command of his Exccllency the High Commissioner.

(Signed) Gurauay Bowes,

Government House, Cape Town, Imperial Secretary.

30th April 1894.

No. io.

S W. G. CAMERON to the MARQUESS OF RIPON.
(Received June 2, 1894.)

{Extract.) Government House, Cape Town,
May 16, 1894.
i maveg the henour to enclose, for your Lovdship’s information, with reference to
previous correspondence, a copy of telegraphic correspondence on the subject of the
myuiry juto the incidents at Victorin, Mashonaland.

¢ ————— e o a——

Enelosure i No. 10.
TELEGRAM,

From His Excellency the Hicn Comausstoner, Cape Town, to His Honour the
ADMINISTRATOR, Vryburg.

May 10.—Yours of 9th r¢ Mr, Newton. Xindly telegraphi to Mr. Newton and make
it clear to him that his mission is merely to inquire into the cvents at Victoria that
preceded the Matabele war in July last. e bas nothing to do with the conduct of
the Matabele war itself or other cxtraneous subjects. As he is proceeding tu take
evidence in anticipation of the receipt of his instructions, it is desirable that he should
understand clearly that the inquiry is limited in character, and that he should not be
led into an inquiry into all the various debatcable subjects which have been discussed in
newspapers, and on which the witnesses may feel strongly.
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